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INTRODUCTION 


T H E profince letters were writ= 
ten on the eve of the late revo- 
lution in France: they are not, how- 
ever, confined to political ſubjects. 
Their object is confeſſedly to paint 
the manners of the Pariſians, and the 
picture appears to be a likeneſs, if a 
| Wlikeneſs can really be taken of a ca- 
pricious and volatile people, whoſe 
leading features are changing every 
moment At the time theſe letters 
were compoſed, Louis XVI. was a 
king ; at preſent he is no more than a 


Pariſian fiſh-women, may, one day, 
make him a king again. The aboli- 5 
ion of titles is another event that 8 

e had 


citizen; a few glaſſes of Eau de vie, | 
operating on the intellects of the | 


| * intereſting, and leſs conformable: to 


\ 


iv | INTRODUCTION. 


had not taken place. when our Indian 
clofed his correſpondence. To-day a 
French lord is ſomething leſs than a 

man; a few months hence he will 

probably be exalced, by his whimſical 
countrymen, to the rank of an angel. 


Nip 2 N. diuturnum cui non ſubęſt ratio. 


"The "rick 1 publication has 8 


read with much avidity at Paris, and 
contains an antecedent volume, which, 
after ſome deliberation, the tranſlator 
has omitted, becauſe, as it is princi- 
pally filled with the Indian's reflecti- 
ons during his voyage, and before his 
arrival at Paris, it is conſequently leſs 


the title of the work than the ſubſe- 
: quent letters. | 


Cnanrzs Sumro. 
Colcheſter, e 


Ih 26, at 


ON THE 


. MANNERS or THE FRENCH. 5 


. eee, 


LETTER I. 


Zaren 10 Gu az. 


1 "of SHALL begin this letter with A 
| deſcription of the Palais Royal, in order 
to give thee ſome idea of French ele. 
G gance. It is a kind of garden, preceded 
If by 2 handſome palace, and furrounded 
with a conſiderable number of ſhops, 
ſe- where riches and induſtry offer to the 

eyes of the curious, Pariſian Aneriet, in 
cheir neweſt and moſt captivating forms. 
The area is an oblong ſquare, planted 
on each ſide with three rows of trees, 
which are called Indian cheſuut trees, al- 

Vol. 1. © e 


> ? ; 


though ſuch things were never ſeen in 


make things more valuable, they give to 
trees as well as to ſtuffs, to faſhions as 
well as to ragoiits,, outlandiſh names, 
which have no etymology, but in the 
fertile e x of the Pariſians. 
rettily ſculptured, 
the a6 charming effect, 
eſpecially 3 in e moment when the lamps 
are lighted. An edifice, which ſeems to 
be the work of fairies, ſo delicately is it 
conſtructed, occupies the middle. It is 
feared that, ere long, the dampneſs will 
occaſion the deſtruction of this building: 
which gives great uneaſineſs to the loun- 
gers, who cannot imagine in what man- 
ner they ſhall conſole themſelves for its 
loſs. It would have produced another 
Coup Pail in a place more ſpaciqus : for 
here it affects the proſpe&, of the garden, 
inſomuch that both the one and the other 
are but imperfectly. ſeen. Shrubs. and 
flowers would have appeared with more 
dared in this BR but art would 


ey 
7 AR 


this country. But here, in order to 


not 


„ 
not have been diſplayed in a cryſtalline 


arch, in ſculpture extremely curious, and 


in a circumfluence of WARE Ine 1 
diffuſe a delicious coolneſs. „ 
The ſituation of the garden renders it 
commodious for aſſignations. Momus 
has here his buffoons, Plutus his wor- 
ſhippers, and Venus her victims. Virtue 
alone appears only by chance; yet ſtill 


much ſelf-denial, can keep away. xy. 
Here are found the moſt ſplendid of | 
fee-houſes, where the intereſts of all na- 
tions are freely diſcuſſed. When we were 
at war with the Engliſh, we Indians were 
drawn into ſuch es none as hs a8 our 
neiglibours. N 8 
The Reftaurateurs are liel. plat of” | 
rendezvous, whither people run in crowds 
at the hour of dinner. The purſe is here 
emptied before the ſtomach is filled: and 
what is more ſingular, people who have 
the greateſt appetites and the leaſt money, 


„ o ow 
* £7 


GR: of Faſhion i imagine they make 
„„ themſelye? : 


ſhe appears, becauſe nobody, without 5 


generally frequent theſe places. But our 


— r... ˙·F. 
7 n 


3 


: themſelves conſpi n by ane to ap- 


pear at them. 


Nothing can be more agreeable than 
the eaſe with which people breakfaſt 1 in 


this brilliant garden. While they are 


taking their refreſhments, they have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing all ages and all nations 
paſs. in review. The friend here finds 
his friend,” and the banker his- correſpon- 
dent; even the abbe walks with his miſ- 
tres, in ſhort, every thing p 


: — and pleaſant. 


There is not a quarter in 3 858 that 
does not look upon the Palais Royal with 


- regret, It attracts all ſtrangers : 7 11 555 


lodges but in its vicinity 4 nothin 


bought, but within its ſplendid cirele. 1 


is withed, and indeed with much reaſon, 
that the three theatres, at leaſt, which 
are here ſituated, were diſperſed through 
the capital. Any body may live in this 
place, in the moſt comfortable, manner, 


without ever leaving it.——Agreeable 
lodgings, elegant dreſſes, fine / ragouts, 


new | books, recent news, numerous ſo- 
ee tt cieties, 


8 


cieties every thing is in the moſt en- 


gaging form. 


What exclamations would be made by 
our wives, were they to come to this 
ſeducing place, eſpecially with that un- 
bounded liberty which the fair-ſex enjoys 
at Paris! There would be none among 
them, but thoſe who love their huſbands 
to diſtraction,— for, with. us this ſort of 
love is in faſhion, — and who would be 
fearful of infidelities. They would ſiniſh, 
however, by paying their huſbands with 
their own coin, and Indian manners 
would ſoon degenerate into the manners 
of France. Heaven preſerve me from 
harbouring ſuch a wiſh : a wiſh that my 
heart ablors,” and Which is interdicted 
by the laws of our Hue prophet !— 
Adieu. 
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To Gtazin, | | 


"4 


17 is not t without Aapiſſe that! ſee 
he grand ſabbath of the chriſtians, called 


Sunday, profaned by every irregularity. 


It is no more regarded than any other 
day of the week, nor does it occaſion 


any interruption of public buſineſs, Peo- 


ple buy, and ſell, and build houſes, and | 
traffic in the ſtocks; and he Who moſt 


notoriouſly tranſgreſſes the laws, thinks 
himſelf ſuperior to the reſt, of mankind. 


Its not thus with us, my dear Glazir : : 
the ordinances of the legiſlature: are faith- 
fully obſerved: and What glory could 

poſſibly reſult from the ſporting with that 


worihip which a weak mortal owes to 


the Supreme Being? If we are e ſubject 
5 : | TO | 


it 


t 


655 


to the elements which the eternal has cre- 


ated, how cheerfully ought we to ac- 
knowledge his dominion! He raifed us 
from nothing, and made us the nobleſt 


work of his hands: yet ſtill we bear about 


us the ſtamp of mortality, not being able 
to vie with the omniſcient. 2 

The immenſe height of the heavens, 
the depth of the ſeas, which cannot be 
ſounded, oblige us to confeſs the omni- 


| potence of that being who made us: and 


if we do not trifle, even with man, who 


| Is bounded by the progreſs of rivers, and 
the ſteepneſs of rocks, how dare we in- 


ſult that reaſon. Which humbles itſelf be- 


fore the author of nature, and acknow- 


ledges his infinite perfections? „ 
God is entire: poſſeſſing nothing in 


common with the univerſe, but the glory 


of. having created it: not in order to 
abandon it to ſecond cauſes. but for the 
purpoſe of becoming himſelf the life and 


| ſoul of! it, being diſengaged from terreſ- 


trial or corporedt ſubſtance. His attri- 


butes are indiviſible, like himſelf, becauſe 


he 


(8) 


he poſſeſſes only his own a quali- 
ties. The child that is born without the 
appearance of reaſon, is as near to his 
perfections as the wiſeſt philoſopher. 

Jo lift a corner of nature's veil is 
enough to diſcover that ſhe is the work 
of his hands: but this ſame nature has 


merely from their fenſes, that they have 
taken her for God himſelf. Their opi- 
nion was ſo much the more abſurd, as 
they gave to her the ſame perfections 
which they refuſed to the god-head, un- 


to comprehend it : an error which 
teaches us that mankind abandon them- 


ſhudders : and that we cannot, without 
giving up our natural underſtanding, be 


an abſolute power, that preſerves, and 
gives it motion. 

"Theſe queſtions, too important to be 
5 ditcuſted in a letter, have excited the at- 
| tention of many learned dodors, whoſe 


gravity 


appeared fo perfe&t to thoſe who judged 


der the pretence that they were not able 
ſelves to diſputes at which common ſenſe | 


ignorant that the univerſe was created by 


di to beautify my ſoul and my ſenſe 6, 


Seine will poſſeſs in my mind the place 
which i 18 no- o Goren nil by the Ganger: 2 


9 
gravity has e me much amuſe- 
ment. They ſeem to be well informed, 


but the precepts of the college have in- 
veſted them with qualities too abſtruſe 
Ang re ory 
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Te PALMYRA: 


IP my eie at 54 ſhould cone 


as it hath kitherto done, 1 fear that the 


that bicred. TT Upon 118 Honky 1. ſee 
the moſt charming things, and liſten to 
the moſt Intereſting of mankind, who. 
make even the abſtruſe ſcienge the gbr 
W of their amuſement. 


* 


x, I wear, 


e 


1 ſwear, then, by the Seine which, if 
I had the command of nature, ſhould 
change places with the Indus I fwear 
that ſhe 'poſleſſes 'a certain undeſcribable 
ſomething by which the moſt indifferent 
philoſopher is agreeably ſmitten, and 
which, in embelliſhing the underſtanding, 
feems to dilate and enlarge the ſoul. 

1 dined, the other day, in a delightful 
ls” ſituated on the banks of this ſame 
Seine, and ſurrounded by all that is moſt 
pictureſque of art and nature: when 1 


thus addreſſed myſelf to this charming. 
river: O thou deareſt of waters, do not, Ni 
T'conjure thee; do not confine thy cur- {Wt 
rent to this enchanting ſpot. Flow on, Mt 
even to the Indies, and carry the tribute Hf 
of my heart to her whom I adore. Thou Ml < 
wilt find her in the midſt of her children, Mt © 
 infiling into their tender minds the leſ- 1 
ſons of morality, and GY. to them on I1 
their father... a 
Thou ſindeſt, Palmyra, PAY 1 am aſ- ; 


ſiſted by my imagination, which creates 
illuſions, that conſole me for thy abſence. A 
„„ | , | 


— 


G 
Yeſterday, while I obſerved the rays of 
the ſun careſſing the meats. that were 
ſerved upon my table, I exclaimed:  Di-. 
vine luminary that enlighteneſt the Indies, 
and loſeſt the greater part of thy warmth . 
E when thou viſiteſt theſe regions, return 
towards her whom my ſoul loveth, and 
WF expreſs to her the ardour of my ſenti- 


ments. Thou wilt be infinitely more 
e dear to her when thou haſt aten 
ſt this meſſage. 1 
II hou wood be furpriſed to ſe a 
o [WE what manner they educate their children 
t, in this country. During infancy, when 
r- the beſt meaſures ought to be employed 
n, to make them robuſt, they are enervated 
te for want of ſleep. Their repoſe is often 
du delayed till midnight, although the fleep. 
n, of the evening is moſt neceſſary to them. 
ef. hey are beſides overburdened with food, 
of inſtead of a light dinner being given them, 

and their ſupper entirely retrenched. 

ai. With reſpect to morals, ſcarce have 
tes they the uſe of their reaſon before their 
ce, attention is directed to toys and bawbles. 


The 


1 
a 


(1 ) 


The firſt words they are taught to pro- 


nounce are the moſt frivolous of the lan- 


guage: by which means the far greater 


number of children, educated at Paris, 
have leſs energy than they might other- 
wiſe poſleſs. | 

Proſperity to the Indians, bo! in their 
ſixth year are nearly the ſame as in their 
twentieth! Our ſevere education quali- 


fies them for the profound ſciences, and 


makes them capable of ſignalizing them- 


ſelves in battle. Embrace our dear chil- 


dren, and, with thy vivifying breath, 


diffuſe through their ſouls the firſt fruits 


of courage and of virtue. May they, 


one day, be worthy of ſerving their 
2 country, and zealous for the see of 
. W fathers. Adieu. 0 Tr 


"LETT E R. IV. 


. To Gralzin. 
fy” ' HAVE Tu left the principal church, F 
8 which is called a cathedral, becauſe it is 
the epiſcopal ſee of a biſhop. I have af- 8 
ſiſted in the divine ſervice of the chriſti - 
1 ans, which is performed with the utmoſt 
= pomp. One is almoſt perſuaded that 
heaven deſcends upon earth, and opens to 
receive their voices. Their ſighs, their 
genuflections, and harmonious ſtrains, 
created ſuch emotions in my mind that, 
for the moment, I was a catholic. 
lui own to thee that I ſhould not 
| chuſe to be a frequent ſpectator of ſuch 
ceremonies. I ſhould tremble leſt the re- 
ligion of our holy prophet ſhould be eraſ. 
ed from my e Were travellers to 
| IT Judge 


*. 


E 


judge of religion only by its exterior, 
there is not one, I ſwear by heaven, that 
would not embrace catholiciſm. The 
proteſtants have no ſuch W ORR or 
dignity in their temples. | 
The archimandritus, who is called an 
_ archbiſhop, was inveſted with glittering 
- ornaments, which might be ſaid. to be 
matched with the enger of his vir- 
TWECS. 
Our e eee * aſlified at a WIA 
lar ceremony, of which they will affuredly 
preſerve the remembrance, as of a folem- 
\nity which impoſes upon the ſenſes, and 
holds them in veneration. Notwithſtand- 
ing the ſubmiſiion Iowe to our own cuſ- 
toms, I tell thee conſidently that every re- 
ligion ſtands in need of the affiſtance of 
exterior worſhip. During the courſe of 
this life, men are powerſully governed by 
| their ſenſes; nor can they ſo effectually 
diſengage themſelves from the dominion. 
of them, as to diſcover only one God, 
who is a pure ſpirit. 


1 formerly .gave thee my opinion ref- 
petting 


„ 
pecting the theologiſts, whom I found too 
ſophiſtical to be my guides. One among 


chem told me, with much frankneſs, that | 
BB a jargon had been introduced into the 


8 ſchools, which rendered almoſt every queſ- 
tion problematical. Inſtead of perſuading 


BZ dy irrefragible authorities, they lead us 


from one diſtinction to another, till we 
W loſe the thread of thoſe truths in which 


W they pretend to inſtruct us. I dictate, 
ſaid he, the looſe ſheets of the young can- 


didates who are my Scholars: and if 


what is foreign to the queſtions that are 


Iz | Gifeufſed be cut off from them, very lit- 


W tle will remain. But we argue upon 


things of which we are entirely ignorant, 
and too often oppoſe our underſtanding 
to that of God himſelf. It is this that 
gives to theology the turn of enigmas. 
He added that commentators had more 
perplexed matters than elucidated them: 
and that the goſpel was ſuſſiciently clear 
of itfelf, nor needed the EINER of 
Interpreters. 
This avidity of mortals, to bln 0 | 


ſecrets ; 
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ſecrets of God, proves that men are born 


for ſome important end. 


Thou telleſt me nothing with pion 
to Aſtabek. Is he at China, whither he pro- 
miſed to go? But what can he do in that 


immenſe region, whence an incommuni- 


cative fullenneſs baniſhes all ſtrangers ? 
Farewel! Be always O's bad to be 
better | 18 wee 1 5 Inna; 8 
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THE dead are buried here in a ſin- 


gular manner. Although the deceaſed 


neither hears nor ſees, his funeral is ac- 
companied with the thundering of bells, 
and all thy e that can be be col- 


 eAed: =, 


(17 * 


lefteids I ſpeak of the interment of the 
rich, for the poor can hardly find a cor- 
ner of the earth, in which, to WY their 
bones! ! uh and.) 

The folly of, vriefts, Es the, Cit 990 
friends, have rendered theſe obſequies 
mere objects of curioſity. People flock 
to them in crouds, and conſider them as 
amuſing ſpectacles. It is thus that we ſee 
generations paſſing away without thinking 
khat we are, ourſelves, ſubject to the ſame 
viciſſitudes. The dead are not here inter- 
red till twenty-four hours after their de- 
ceaſe; but, no ſooner is that time expir- 
ed than they are rolled up, and ſuffocated, 
as it were, in in woollen cloths, Ordi- 
nances are more caſily eluded in Paris 
than in any other city in the world, be- 
cauſe they are more habitual! 

If thy ſoul be always at my ear, * as s thou . 
haſt aſſured me it is, thou often heareſt 


my heart beat as an echo to our friend - 
ſhip. 
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CHINESE gardens, which are bars 
called Engliſh, are flagrant. proofs. of the 
extravagancy of the times. Hills and 
mountains are overturned, to make way 
for petty bridges, petty alleys, petty. mea - 
dows,. and, petty rivers. . Theſe are exel- 
lent gardens for a miſanthropiſt \ who loves 
to walk alone, but equally inſipid and. in- 
commodious for a ſociable mortal, who 
had much rather traverſe his domains in 
2 company: . 
Ruins, likewiſe, preſentt chemſelves too 
frequently to our view. Time alone will 
effec their increaſe, without our antici- 
pating his rigours. The decays of art 


2 * End nature were never pleaſing ſpectacles 


to 


6 


to a thinking being. We admire indeed 
the remains of a noble edifice which has 


been reduced to diſorder bythe warring 
elements, and a ſucceſſion of years; but 


we regard as deſpicable puerilities, thoſe 

artificial ruins which boaſt no higher an- 

nn than that of a month, or a day. 
„What a charming place, ſaid a little 


miſs, to her mamma, when ſhe firſt be- 
held an Engliſh garden, it will make 
an excellent N for egy little 8 


de n eme n 
ON. , 


I ſhould be obliged to renounce thi plea- 


ſure of having thee by my ſide if our gar- 
dens were like the gardens of the Englith. 
But to have ſeen them i is enough to dif. 


guſt a reaſonable man. High walls and 


houſes are overturned, and ruins ſubſti- 
tuted in their places; and even theſe ri- 
diculous buildings are clothed in the garb 
of antiquity —a ſtriking contraſt in the 
manners. of the French, who in every 
thing they undertake, ANTE an air of gat- 


ty and novel's | wy 
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In Paris, more particularly, follies of 
write volumes upon the ſubject. Charac- 
teriſtic levity produces this effect. They 
employ a phyſician whom they know to 
be ignorant of his profeſſion : they diſcard 


with honours . they profeſs a religion 
Which they ridicule in broad day-light: : 


in the morning: they laugh at the ſin- 


' thoſe very ROS: b 
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this kind are fo frequent that I could 


a miniſter while they are loading him 


they undo, at night, what they have done 


_ gularities of the Engliſh, vel they Aer 
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RE more bes ian Satan: 
are old in Paris, the dearer they are 
bought. Conſcience is a word that aſſiſts 
fraud and knavery, but brings bigotry, 
into diſgrace. I was twice taken by fur- 


priſe in this ambuſcade, and 'hould. have 


been duped a third time, had I not been 
warned by my friends of the impending 
danger. A cauſe of the conſcientious kind 
was lately tried in the courts. A young 
man, upon the point of marriage, bought 
goods to the amount of twenty thouſand 
francs, of a merchant who had the credit 
of being che moſt religious man living. 


F 
After having truck the bargain, he cauſ- 


ed the merchandiſe to be eſtimated, think -- 
ing he had made an excellent bargain. 


The whole, however, was valued at ſeven 
thouſand francs. Two or three uninter- 


eſted perſons confirmed the valuation, and 
the merchant loſt his trial, becauſe he 


ſold too conſcientiouſly. ' 
This affair, without doubt, was well judg 


ed but the caſe is not always fo, as [ have, a 


by mere accident, been informed. I was 
ſeated at the Palais Royal, when an agree- 
able rencounter brought me acquainted 
with an intereſting woman. She told me 


that ſhe had lately arrived from a diſtant 


part of the Kingdom, to ſolicit the judges 


to be favourable to her, in an affair of the 


utmoſt importance. The word /olicit ap- 


peared, to me, to be incompatible with 


Juſtice. Her only requeſt, ſhe ſaid, was, 
that thejudges would be pleaſed to accele- 
rate judgment.—But ſurely all cauſes have 
a juſt claim to be tried according to their 
Nate of priority. The humour or ca- 

; price 


bil mad 2 „ 


my, as 


„ 
price of the magiſtrate has no right 
| whatſover either to retard or advance 
| thams 

The French may call our Indian man- 
ners barbarous, if they will, but among 
us, they would not ſind ſucli a licence for 
the granting of favours. After waiting 
three years for an audience, the lady ſaid 
to me, with tears in her eys, “Is it poſſi- 
ble that you, who are called a race of 
ſavages, can ſuffer, i in your country, ſuch | 
acts of injuſtice as we every day, ex- 
perience ? We have two dangerous 
rocks to avoid ;—the eloquence of our 
counſel lor, and the craft of our attor- 
ney. The one receives part of our money 
for his fine ſpeeches, and the other tricks 
us out of the reſt with his pleas and de- 
murers, that drive the Pn chent to de- 
ſperation.“ = 1 5 | 

Is this, faid I, to pre the Pariſian | 
civilization, that is ſo highly extolled 
throughout the world? Thou wouldſt 
be as much alarmed a at theſe evils as Iam; 85 


and 


— 


.{ 8s J 


and without doubt thou wouldſt agree 
with me in opinion, that it is much bet- 
ter to be ſix thouſand leagues from Paris, 
notwithſtanding all its attractions, than 
to remain there, and receive ſuch indig- 
nities. The paradiſe deſcribed by our 
holy prophet, is the only place where 
we ſhall enjoy a moſt delicious peace, and 
_—_—— rapine and reed wil og eter- 


( 30 


LETTER VII. 


* 


To GLAZIR- 


THERE is not a cat in the 


world where men's fortunes are more 


diſproportioned than in France. The 


moſt frightful indigence is found cloſe 
by the ſide of luxurious opulence, —even 


among the nobility themſelves. Theſe 


prodigies, which are continually chang- 
ing ſides under a government like that of 
France, proceed from diſtributive juſtice 


being neglected, in order to render a junto 
the arbitrators of rewards :—a ſet of 
intereſted men, who give every thing to 
ſome, and nothing to others. Whoever | 
may be the receivers, merit 1s, of courſe, 
diſregarded, aud ſuffered to Ry in 


Gr] ty. 


c : he" 
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princes, which I expected to hear, I learn'd 


(=) 


The finance is another ſpecies of diſor- 
der, which calls the louder for redreſs, 
inaſmuch as men who are the. moſt in- 
triguing, or the moſt ſilly and conſi- 
dent, paſs, in the twinkling of an eye, 
from indigence to the boſom of luxury. 
They feaſt on the pleaſanteſt productions 
of the earth, and drink the moſt delicious 

wines from cups of ſilver and gold. 1 
. ſhall never forget how I was ſtruck, when 
I firſt came within fight of Paris, with 
the beauty of the houſes that . encircled 
the-city. I was curious to learn the qua- 
ity of their owners: but thou canſt not 
conceive how great was my ſurprize 
when, inſtead of the titles of dukes and 


only the names of obſcure people. It was 
in vain to ſearch for theſe in the alma- 

nack of nobleſſe: IJ found nothing there 
that, in the leaſt, reſembled them. They 
e et e "nun who, by ſome means 
or other, had ous poſſeſſion of theſe 
delightful abodes, but who boaſted. no 
other titles but arrogance, and the glory 

- | of 


„„ 


of having enriched themſelves at the ex- 
pence of the widow and the orp¾haan. 

I ſighed, and ſaid to myſelf, 5 Alas! 
much rather would I poſſeſs the humble 
manſions, and the little gardens of the 
Eaſt; daun date ce danch palaces” - 
at ſuch A ried 29 —Adieu, 
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\T 1 v 133 are 23 ae to me 
s the aſſurance of a ſpeedy recovery to 
Va who believes himſelf; to be on the 
erge of the tomb: and I ſhould be em: 
ceived from them the greateſt ſatisfac- 
nnr IDY: ſoul or my heart; my imagĩ- 
ion or my memory. I watch thy 
C2 TO 


footſteps, my only friend, while thou ſo- 
journeſt beyond the clouds and vapours 
that have long concealed thee from my 
view: Were 1 46 nimble as they, thou 
| ſhouldſt ſoon ſee me in thy preſence.” 
Thy wives, thy children, thy flaves,— 
all have aſſumed a new being by kiſſing 
a thouſand and a thouſand times, the let. 
ter which thou haſt written to me. So 
grateful. did they find its contents that 
they have almoſt annihilated the paper in 
prefling it to their lips. Theſe are vo- 
luptuous enjoyments, intended only for 
ſuperior fouls. Se 
Thy obſervations on Paris are equally eff 
inſtructive and agreeable. Thou writeſt i - 
in ſuch a' manner as almoſt to perſuade wl 
us that we are upon the ſpot. Thy wit Tu 
does not favour of the ridiculous affecta- ha 
tion that is diſplayed in the writings of 
the French, which are ſometimes import Pre 
ed into our dominions. I find, in thy gin 
letters, the ſolidity that I love, and the 
dictates of reaſon, chat ought. never to ba 
: be forgotten. e ; DT T 


FT. PE 
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Glad am I to. God that our 1 


are pleaſed with Paris. A difference of 
manners and contraſt of opinions gene- 
rally prevent us from being perfectly ſa- 
tisſied, in the moſt agreeable countries. 
Every body does not . Ba in the ſame 


manner, nor ſee with the ſame eyes. I 
am ſure that, of the French that have 
viſited our country, the one half has flat- 
tered, and the other half turned us into 
ridicule. And, indeed, how ſhould. it 
be otherwiſe? The habits and prepoſſeſ- 
ſions of childhood are terrible things to) 
combat with, and they are but ſeldom 8 
effectually conquered. 11 

often walk in that little ſolitary 22 
where we. formerly uſed to read the Pe- 
ruvian Letters. Moments of which, wort 
haps, I ſhould have no recollection, if 
thou wert not ſo far removed from me, 
preſent themſelves inceſſantly to my ima- 
gination. As often as I look upon thy 
late habitation, I tremble with apprehen- 


ſion! The fear of ſeeing thee no more is 


che cauſe of this involuntary trouble. - 
| : | Send 


— F 


F* 
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„ 
Send me all the news that thou art able 
o collect reſpecting the wars of the Ruſ- 
fians, Turks and Auſtrians. Is Joſeph, | 
or the Sultan, the conqueror? We can 
gain no intelligence of their combats, 
but what is extremely confuſed, and as 
difficult to be underſtood as Milton's bat- 
tles of the devils and angels, 

Every thing here-is perfectly calm. The 
Marhattas have always warring hearts, 
but their arms are quiet. Adieu,. my WW 3 
ſoul is in this letter, and it baby mus t 
for me to ſolicit thy return. \ 

Thy laſt born promiſes to be a hos, t 
and he will fulfil his word. His eyes al- 1 
5 15 ſparkle when we talk to him of 
war: ind he told us, the other day, that 

he wiſhed to arrive at the age of twenty W 1 
years, when he thought we ſhould be able 
TRE FUR NRA" e a whe 
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SURGERY, in Bhs is, arrived 
at tha ſummit of perfection. 75 Our prac- 
titioners cut off an arm, ſaid, an elegant 
woman to me the other day, in ſo dex- 
trous a method, that the. patient does 
not perceive. his loſs.“ Rather tell me, 
replied J laughing, by What. method the 
eee be made to BYE. Mn plep- 
| ſure? 2% t ts wirt 01 Boch a 
Seel run in ane to — this 
neceſſaty art, which ought never, indeed, 


to have been ſeparated from phyſic. By the 5 


practice of ſurgery, even doctors would 
become more learned: for there is more 
than one phyſician in the world who is 
"Fx n of anatomy. Thou 


_would't 


— 


— 
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of inſtruments that are uſed in chirurgical 
operations. I have ſatisſied my cur iofity 


A maſter-piece of architecture. Pity it 18, 
' 8 however, that this building is much 
darkened by an adjoining church, but 
14 almoſt all the ſuperior kind of buildings 
have here the ſame inconvenience. The 


that they will ſpoil the fabric, to ſave a 
morſel of ground. , .. 


torments. 'Theſe fears were, at firſt, 
well founded: but ſurgeons are now 
called the ſaviours of the human race. 


y, performs wonderful cures, Even 
* themſelves are forced to confeſs 


— 


would'ſt be aſtoniſhed to ſee the quantity 


on this head, by traverſing, with an eye 
oc curioſity, the ſuperb edifice, in which 
the ſurgeons meet together. It is called 


French are ſo niggardly i in this particular, 


The univerſal dread i in — ee 
were formerly held, prevented many 
cures. Rather than place themſelves un- 
der their care, people lingered through 
all diſorders, and ſuffered inexpreſſible 


5 ge dexterity in their profeſſion, every 


that | 


F 


La 


5. 


that their method of operation is leſs” 
painful than the diſeaſe. Nevertheleſs, 
my dear Glazir, there is ſcarcely a N 6 
operation of this ſort, but what is much 
to be dreaded. Even the opening of a 
vein, or the drawing of a tooth, altho' 
ſo often practiſed,” is ſubject to the moſt 
terrible effects. Cuſtom has, however, | | 
taught us to brave theſe dangers. 
What would'ſt thou ſay to the genero- | 
ſity: of a female who, unfortunately, hav. 
ing had a tendon pierced by r ſurgeon, | 
ſo as to make her a cripple for life, ſet- 
tled an annuity upon him as a compenſa- 5 
tion for the loſs of buſineſs and reputa- 
tion'that was, of courſe, the conſequence * 
of ſuc an accident? This heroiſm of 4 
Frenchwoman deſerves to be made public J 
in India; and ought to be handed down. : 1 
to the lateſt poſterity. „ 7 8 i 
Wee are at a loſs for the nimble 18 
of Frenchmen, when directed by genius, 
particularly in deſperate caſes, where we 4 
have no other reſource, but A reſort . 
N as if the Almighty had ordained | 


C 5 chat 
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| that our liberty ſhould depend upon his 
preſcience. A derviſe of the chriſtian re- 
| ligion explained this grand myſtery to 


me, the other day, in as ſenſible a man- 
ner as it could be explained in a country 
where the decrees of the eternal are ſeen 


_ only enigmatically. Mark his explica- 
tion.— . \ . 


* You are come to Paris, ſaid he, not 


becaufe God has pre-ordained it fo, but 


becauſe he foreſaw that under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, in ſuch a year, and on ſuch 
a day, you would, of your own free will, 
determine to appear in this city. Thus, 


5 whatever you tranſact does not happen 
8 neceſſarily, but it happens infallibly. The 


caſe appears to be like that of a perſon 


who tumbles from an eminence and whoſe 
fall you, for inſtance, had foreſeen. It is 
not the glance of your eyes that over- 
_ throws him, but his own imprudence.— 
You will tell me that an all powerful be- 
ing ought to have prevented ſuch a mis- 
fortune: but if he has willed that his 
- creatures 2 be free, he muſt, of 


2 courle, 


WW, CY)” br OW _ =. W 
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TV" have left view their choice of 


good and evil. Otherwiſe, how could 


they poſſeſs either merit or demerit ?— 


And here we may, exclaim s it for 


the creature to interrogate his creator, 
or to demand an account of his actions ? 
The governor of the univerſe, without 
doubt, has done what was proper and 

enten den | 


* There wil aliays re remain a ſomething 


| 1 on this head, ſaid our 
doctor, wiſely: other wiſe God would 
not be God, for if we were able to un- 
derſtand him, we ſhould be what he ig-—we 


ape partake of his divine nature. 
This reaſoning we ought all to coins. 


1 with, leſt we ſhould fall into the 
errors of thoſe. madmen who dare to ca- 
techiſe an incomprehenſible being, reſ- 
pecting his deſigns, which are ſo much 
above our underſtanding that we muſt be 
_ himſelf hefore we can comprehend them. 
All religions are ſilent when the incom- 
prehenſibility of an infinite 1 is call- 


ed 1 in queſtion.” — 
15 [will 


„ 


I will adore in ſilence! The doctor's 


reaſons were excellent, and thou wilt 
have found them ſuch, becauſe they are 


not leſs conformable to the Alcoran than 


to the goſpel of jeſus. Never has our | 
great. prophet undertaken to overleap the 


barrier that ſeparates us from the eternal: 
nor did he ever believe 'that mortal man 
would ſucceed in ſuch an enterprize. 

Thou ſindeſt that Paris, all frivolous as 
ſhe is, poſſeſſeth men of enlightened un- 
derſtandings, and that, notwithſtanding 
the irreligion Which we reproach her 
with, her inhabitants acknowledge the 


omnipotence of that great Being to whom 
every knee ſhall. bow. Her impieties are 


merely the extravagancies of youth or 


the wanderings of a libertine ſpirit. The 


wiſe man, whatever may be his age, will 


breathe nothing but the love of order, 
and the Wire due to the Arreme Be- | 


5 ing. 14 
5 May 8 lorify thee carding. to 
the luſtre of thy virtues; and ou war 
be road happy- | 
1 E T TER 
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ME N are here only men by halves, 
if we may be permitted to judge of them 
by the books they publiſh : ' which are 
compoſed only of unimportant and fri- 
volous ſcenes of gallantry. Fortunately g 
for them, however, they do not w 
they act. Their World are merely a de- 
bauch of tlie imagination, and not the 
dictates of the heart. He Who gives a 
book to the public, thinks only of the 
quantity of ſheets it contains: yet he is 
willing to be in the faſhion, and to lay 
under heavy contributions thoſe very fol- 
lies of the age which he [ans to 1 


dicule. N | 
j 8 would 8 


„„ 
8 would have written a pious romance 
if T had lived in the ſixteenth century, 

ſaid a young author to me, in the ſince- 
rity of his heart, but in theſe days 1 
mould only draw contempt upon my- 
ſelf, were I to publiſh ſuch productions. 

When I firſt came to Paris, I ſet furi- 

_ ouſly to work upon a publication, re- 
plete with ſound maxims; but my book 
did not go off. I had occaſion for ready 
money, and therefore took another me- 

thod, and mixed with the beaux eſprits, 
of whom continued he, there is not one 
that would not change his ſtyle, were 
religion and e once more to come 
in faſnion -.. 

Thou wilt think it 245 ul gd. | 
that our wiſdom, as well as our clothes 

and furniture, ſhould be moulded to the 
cuſtom of the times. That is to ſay, that 
our opinions ſhould be light and ſuperfi- 
cial as the paper on which we write them ; 
and our honour changeful as the moſt 
fleeting, « colours. And yet it is juſt thus 
on the verge of the year 1800 ;—an 


W . eln, 


yl, — wy A 


FE 


cauſe they had nothing to repr 


n e 
epocha, however, in which the national 
fickleneſs of character, and ſtate viſſitudes 
of the French, wil be W and en- 
we done away. * 3 

On the firſt 57 of this new e 
it will doubtleſs be pleaſant enough to 
ſee the whole world awakened, as it 
were, from a dream, and thinking in a 
new manner. In times long paſt, people 
ſpoke of morality with ſatisfaction, be- 

ach them- 
ſelves with: now, when they are tired 
with thoſe who converſe on the ſubject, 
they ſport with, and deride it, through 
fear of examining their own hearts. Such 
are men when they ſhake off the er 5 
nen an os NNE az 
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- NOTHING is more true than that 


the Turks, vigorouſly attacked by the 

Ruſſians and Auſtrians; are endeavouring 
with all their might to repel them: no- 
thing is more true than that the ſmaller 


fortreſſes which were intended to be car- 
ried by aſſault, are: defending themſelves 


with incredible ardour; nothing is more 
true than that the Ottomans, inſtructed 
in the method of beating their enemies, 


engage only in petty ſkirmiſhes, with a 


deſign to undermine them, and by de- 


grees render them defenceleſs. And it 
may be depended upon, that, on this oc- 


ae they have been well adviſed. 


Some 


* 


a , 


Some pretend that the Turks are, in 
he mean while, well diſciplined, and in 


h condition for carrying on the war with 


all poſſible ſucceſs : others ſay that they 
re without order or regularity, and that 
a ſingle blow would effect their deſtruc- 
ion. And what is moſt aſtoniſhing, theſe 
ery men who give ſuch contrary opini- 
ons reſpecting the matter, have all dwelt. 
n Conſtantinople.— But there are ſhort 
jews, and views anne are nenen diſ— 
tant i { Me | | 
Such is the FH of affairs. | The a 
Swedes: declare againſt the Muſcovites 
Pruſſia begins to look about her; and 
Poland can only complain, being {till ſic 
with the blows the has received, and not 
able to reſiſt two mighty powers that ſur- 
round her, nor willing to depend upon 
1 monarch. who dreads Dues a ü it 
were a burning furnace. FI 
Thou wilt be but dightly: dare he 
in this news, if we except that concern 
which every man ought to feel for the 
general cauſe of humanity. Even witk 
5 the 


( 42 ) 


the aſſiſtance of the chart that ſhews the 
diviſions of Turkey, it wayld de diſſicult 
to draw her horoſcope. 

No people in the N . ſeize 
—_ national diſputes with greater avi- 
dity than the Pariſians, Who encourage, 
diſguiſe, decide, and often occaſion them. 
They make them the inſtruments of com- 
merce, which a zeal for novelties gene- 
rally turns into ready money. Thou art 
too diſtant to procure theſe curioſities; ; 

but, as the happineſs of our lives does 
not depend upon them, they may be dil. 
penſed with. There are, doubtleſs, other 
objects by which thou art occupied, in- 
aſmuch as there is not a ſingle man upon 
the earth, however ſolitary he may be, 
Who does not purſue ſome object, which 
5 . to ſtrike his taſte. 

What I am moſt concerned for in this 
war, is the fate of Poland, who, not- 
withſtanding her bravery and good in- 
tentions, finds herſelf unable to regain 
her ancient poſſeſſions. The manner in 
which ſhe has been divided, has ſharpened 

3 7 + the 
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this appetites f the Ruſſians and Auſ- 
trians, to ſuch a degree that they are 
about to ſtrip and plunder the Turks, as 


rienced the ſucceſs of one project, and 
hope to be e e e in ano- 
ther. , 1 

n- To dare is melde ſutkelent to „ inflire 
e- the greateſt advantages. Temerity has 
rt made heroes, in all times, and in all cli- 


; mates; for, valour is never more intre- 


y po Ver "WOK up i N pen of emp rol 


well as the Polanders. They have expe- 
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SoL IMA To ZA ron. 


IT is in vain that Tippo Saib endea- 
vours to make us happy. I ſhall never taſte 
of felicity till I have thee in my poſſeſſion. 
The love thou haſt poſſeſſed for me, at 
different times, in a greater or leſſer de- 
gree, has ever been the ſtandard of my 
happineſs; and as I believe thee to be the 

tendereſt and moſt faithful of huſbands, 
I think of nothing but of thy perſon and 
thy virtues. The live- long. day, I hear 
nothing but the cries of thy children, who 
call upon thy name, and who languiſh to 


embrace thee. Juſt Heaven! art * ſo 


far removed from thy wretched family? 
I loſe myſelf in the painful idea! May the 


winds that ſhall waft thee hither be ſwit- 


ter 


ot Fe 4 At _ as © oo. 
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ter than lightening. If they were endu- 
ed with perception; they would be proud 


to offer thee their ſervices. Thy virtues 


will ward off the moſt dreadful tempeſts, 


which, at ſight of thee, will return to the 


horrid caverns whence they came: and 
the ocean, under thy feet, will change 


itſelf i into a poliſhed mirror, where thou 
mayeſt view thy celeſtial image. If the 
inhabitants of Paris knew the worth of 
Zator, they would never ſuffer him to de- 
part, and I ſhould'be eternally 1 widow. 


If thou loveſt'me, thou wilt feel the im- 
preſſion of my. Kiffes on thy ' cheeks, al- 
though we are ſeparated by five thouſand 


cruel leagues. Adieu —4 Aula times, 
et Ka e e eee 


: Re * a * bl . ; 7 2 + x : 3 28 ; F) = * 74 4 ; * | ; 8 7 \ 
Ni Fi 1 143 00377 RAI LE 3EEF1 14.1 TY 8 
5 
=. 4: uy 2 
7 . 2 F 1 7 - 
A > Xx Y 7 7 9 * * PLS : i ; 
F ALS? v 1 323 3 | $4 Cs $4 > 4 
= ' R 
2 2 1 : 5 
- COLT SELLER 2.6 7733! 
8 
4 * 4 * : 2-2 7 I 13 
Fa 1 f — $ ay E T T E R 
þ a * 
Wo. ? 4 * 1 + of 1 3 It 7 
ry 
£ - 
. 
4 


i 


f 
U 
. 
? 
2 
? 
{ 
1 
. | 
Ly 
1 
{ 
1 
| | 
i 
' 1 
1 if 
| 
: if 1 25 
FE : 
| 0 
« 


„ 


; * * 
» 8 * a ff 
' 3 : 4 3 7 x Þ 3 5 a al 
. q 8 5 : a 9 & 
” -4 * F * a "4 * 
„ 


1 
” * 


1 
* i 
4144 
* 


2 * % L \ CIS: : . * SE. 


TIE Phyſicians at 6% who +S 


_ alway habited in black, appear to be in 
mourning for the perſons. whom they, dif- 
patch to the infernal regions, and to the 
elyſian ſields. It is the faſhion to rail againſt 
this fraternity when we are in health, and 


to ſummon them with: great carneſtneſs 


when we are indiſpoſed. Notwithſtand- 
ing ſuch railleries they are a well educat- 


ed meh and compoſe a. numerous ſo⸗ 


ciety. | 
"Whey a are ae e andy: yery 505 


ten, thoſe who have the moſt practice are 


the leaſt learned. It is enough, however, 
that they viſit the great: for on ſuch a 
Fo mnie every body calls them in, 


e 


G 


though at the riſk of being ſlain by their 


hands. This puts me in mind of a little 


adventure, in which a phyſician was the 


principal actor; and, as it is to the pur- 
poſe, I will endeavour to relate it: 


A faſhionable woman, with a fine face, 
and moſt agrecable figure, arrives at Ly- 
ons, with a deſign to procure herſelf a 
huſband. She gives it out that ſhe is the 
widow of an officer, and begins to look 
After being 
informed that à doctor, very wealthy, ve. 
ry avaricious, very aged, and without 
children, had recently loſt his wife, ſhe 
keeps to her bed, feigns ſickneſs, ' and 
- I ſends for him, in much apparent haſte,” 
ker roſy cheeks had, well nigh, betrayed. 
her: but, in order to deceive him into a 
belief that her diſorder is inflammatory, 


be deſirous of a companion. 


- If the declares that the heat of her boſom oc- 


e If caſions her to feel the moſt poignant an- 
„ I gviſh. The doctor begs to look at the 
a If feat of the diſorder; but ſhe replies, with: - 
„ _— ann hat? he: can never con- 
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next day the ſame difficulty offers; — 


dclares, with a firm tone that he will viſit 


] 
] 
; 
'L 
doctor, although weighed down with in- 
t 
p 
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ſent to ſueh a requeſt; and that a confi- Ml | 
dience of ſuch a nature ought not to be 
placed in any man, but a huſband. The 


-again the day following, —and again the 
day after that. At length thie doctor de- 


ber no more, unleſs ſlie makes the N 
bition he has demande. 

After many airs of affeftabion; the fair 

"adventurer ſighs, and conſents: and the 


firmities, is not able to hold out againſt 
ſuch a tempting ſpectacle. He falls at the 


acet of te pretended ſick perſon, and ex- i a 


claims, „ Alas] you imagine that you are V 
afflicted with diſeaſe, but it is I alone who d 
am, at this moment, attacked by à rag 
ing fever.“ In ſhort, he is fired: with oe 
love, and à marriage, a few days after- 0 
Wards, is the conſequence: The bride, n 
0 — her huſband” to dreſs to the pl 


beſt advantage, makes him young again; I 1a; 


7 the old furniture is baniſhed / from the I lat 
TREE a 1 nee is, every day, do 
41 ferved | 


0 


1 ſerved up to a parky of bons wivantss; and 
when the doctor is lily informed that his | 
Wife has been the widow, not. of a ſingle 
officer, but of a whole regiment, he re. 
plies, “ The better part of my life hass 
been ſpent in cheriſſiing a ſordid virtue 
1 which I have. been ſuſſiciently pun- 
: ſuffer me to finiſh agreeably the 

few aeg that remain, in the rad 
1. an amiĩable vice... 

Thou ſindeſt that he. was a man 5. 
eee determine wiſely. I reſpect 
the faculty, but J endeavour, as much as 
hoſſible, to keep them at a diſtance. Tam 

x- afraid even of the air that ſurrounds them, 
re which ape o be aue with 
ho Ame zu Slg N 
g. Some people, 0 are e to. he 
th oclation while others hold a contrary 
er- opinion. I liſten to all, but contradict 
je, | none. A ducheſs lately fell out with her 
he phy ſician, becauſe he did not think her 
n; lap· dog worthy of the honor rs of inocu._ 
the lation. Not long ago, I overheard an od 
ay, doctor giving che following: advices to a2 


» des 


. i * 


voung practitioner: : Let it be your 
maxim always to pronounce your patient 


zin the utmoſt danger: firſt, becauſe, 
ſhould he happen to die, you will have 


propheſied well; ſecondly, becauſe, in 
caſe he ſhould recover, you will gain 
much more. credit, as you will be ſup- 
poſed to have ſnatched him from the very 
gates of death; and, laſtly, becauſe 92 
Will receive . Bees 
I did not loſe a fyllable of this Siſcourſe, 
- dias held in the Palais Royat, where 
every idle and ſcandalous tale is general- 


1y propagated: There is no Poet but 
What is here brought upon the carpet, no 
miniſter that is not here diſplaced, no 


judgment, good or bad, that is not here 
formed upon authors and events, no news 
that is not here manufactured and publiſh- 


- ed. What a number of curious diſſertati- 


ons, if we could either hear, or read them! 
The collections of a ſingleday would furniſh 
us with amuſement for a year. We ſhould 
find wit contraſted with ſtupidity, know- 
- kdge WH e avarice with prodt- 


C9) 


gility, meanneſs with generoſty, elo- 7 
_ quence with verboſity, opulence with mi · 


ſery, arogance with modeſty, ſubtilty with 


candour, folly with reafon. How great 


vould be thy ſurprize if thou ſhouldſt find 
thyſelf fuddenly tranſplanted among 


theſe wranglers? Thou wouldſt conclude 
the whole to be a viſion: and, when all 


comes to all, we do no more than dream! 
Were we to eſtimate what is done and 
ſaid among men, we ſhould find that thoſe 
things to which we give the greateſt im- 
portance, are but ſplendid trifles ; + and 


that, illuſion for illuſion, thoſe of the night, 


and of the day, are nearly the ſame. At 
the laſt hour, all we have ſeen e to 


have been a viſion! 


Thou defireſt me to ſend tha 2 Daniſh 
Ps but what would be the conſequence ? 
Thoſe animals generally die, among us, a. 


violent death, unleſs they be ſtolen; and 
this diſturbs us at a time when we have 


more reaſonable incitements to affliction. 


| With reſpect to myſelf, I ſeek no other 


amuſement but that of writing to thee, 
: . „ 
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I ONCE paging that ti: was 
But little energy among the Pariſians, on 
account of the frivolities by which they _ 
are ſurrounded. Theſe trifles, however, 


J find, have no effect upon their ſouls, -f 


this truth, 1 had, yeſterday, the deareſt 
| evidence. All the citizens of Paris abans 
doned themſelves to the bigheſt degree of 
indignation, in a manner indeed almoſt 
incredible, on account of two great per- 


ſonages that had been diſmiſſed from their 


employments, and with whom there was 


every reaſon to be diſſatisſied. The popu- 


lace made even coachmen deſcend from 
their carriages, to proſtrate themſelves be- 


fore the ſtatue of Henry the Fourth, and 


( 
to vent then moſt terrible execrations upon 
the miniſters in queſtion. Theſe facts, 


which I ſhall ſoon be able to explain more 
at large, are inſerted in.all the gazettes. 


Never did England herſelf demonſtrate a 


greater portion of eſſerveſcence. While 


= this fury was burſting forth againſt the 
delinquents, the return of a favourite mi- 


niſter, whom the king had juſt recalled, 
for the good of the nation, was celebrated 
by fire-works. 
The blood which thus catches fire | in 
the veins, againſt men obnoxious to fo- 
ciety, and in favour of virtuous counſel. 
lors, I could almoſt call royal. There is 
{ill ſome degree of virtue, there is ſome 
degree of honour upon the earth; which 
convinces me, that both may beobſcured, 
but that they will never be entirely root- 
ed up. Popular commotions are, ne- 
vertheleſs, to be feared, and ought to be 
repreſſed, but the motives that occaſioned 
KF if they be good, ſhould not be con- 
demned. The virtuous miniſter. of a vir- 
_ tous _ is an affecting and intereſting 
| ſpectacle : 


. 


peckäcle: a "ſpectacle: indeed that excites: 


tears of joy and gladneſs. 


This century has taken a leap beyond 


all others. I do not like its preſumptu- 
ouſneſs in endeavouring to meaſure man 
with his Creator; but I am enchanted 


when I ſee it riſing above flattery, and 
ſpeaking truth, without apprehenſion 
of danger. Every different age is marked 


by ſome ſingularity. We ſhall ſee what 
will be the characteriſtic of that Wh. 1 is 
: ſoon to arrive. 5 

I embrace thee, 1 in the eſſuſions of my 
heart, as one who doubles my pleaſures, - 
and my being. 
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H Th aller, Fee ms Abe 
manner in which we are ſpoken of at Pa- 
Are we there reckoned of any con- 


| pr ns Here we believe. ourfelves to 


be elephants, and perhaps wie are; in Eu- 


rope, no larger ian emmets. The pre. 
_ ſence of our ambaſſadors muſt often ren- 


us the objects of conſideration. Are 


hero, the immortal Hyder-Ali, which has 
been publiſhed far and near, has, of 
courſe, awakened curioſity on our ac- 
count. I am zealous for my beuntry, and 


. 1 love, to exceſs, thoſe Who commend 
her, without hating others who are cla- 


morous in her ann or, as to the 


tm). 


45 ien Wey n are ignorant of her worth. 1 
am certain that che inhabitants of Paris 
can hardly believe that Hyder Ali was a 

lover of comedies, that he kept a court, 
that he underſtood good breeding, and 
that he knew how to be gracious and 
bountiful : for, after the report that has 
been made to me of their prejudices, 1 
have no doubt of their regarding every _ 
thing beyond the ſeas, as dreadfully rude 
and unpoliſhed. Yet they ought to re- 
collect that thoſe very: ſeas have, a thou- 
land times, been burdened- with-ſhips, 
that brought us the faſhions and merchan- 

Den ee, ae alſo werten. = 

been mers 2 bott f intereſt * 5 

friendſhip, India was. formerly a country 

unknown te France; but commerce has 
broken down thoſe barriers that appeared 
to ben et 243 and everlaſting. We 


— * eile diſtance between : 
Paris and Pondicherry; between' Marſeilles 
and Goa. May it pleaſe. Heaven to bind 
ll cloſer the union that was eſtabliſhed 


„„ e in 


— 2 


„%% © 
in 1601, by a ſociety formed in Brettany. 


At that time two veſſels were diſpatched, 


in order to partake, if poſſible, of thoſe ori- 
ental treaſures, for which the Portugueſe, 
the Engliſh, and the Hollanders, were 
greedily contending. It is well known 
that, ever fince the year 1535, a ſmall 
armament fet fail for the Indies, but that 
Genorville, who commanded it, was over- 
taken, at the Cape of Good Hope, by a 
violent tempeſt, and that, after various 
diſaſters, he had the greateſt difficulty in 
the world to regain the ſhores of Europe. 
It is known alſo that the word India is de- 
rived from the river Indus, in Aſia: in 
ſhort, that this is the choſen land; par- 
ticularly if attention be paid to the pure 


lkies that are here predominant, to the 


countries in the world, and infpires it 


riches it produces, to the delicious rivers 
by which it is watered, to its commerce 


which places it on a footing with the firſt” 


with the greateſt activity. In another 
____ point of view, its revolutions render its 
' hiſtory particularly intereſting : for if we 

e ee on: een 


F 


judge merely from the extraordinary facts 
it contains, its hiſtory ſeems leſs a faith- 
ful narrative than a romance. 
Thou findeſt, my dear Zator, that I am 
a good Indian, and that I cannot ſpeak of 
my country without enthuſiaſm ; eſpeci- 
ally when I recollect that thou art one of 
its brighteſt ornaments. 1 
We ſhall languiſh here till thy return. 
Thy preſence will revive our country, 
and cauſe thy friends to be regenerated... 
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THE RE een in ichidviey who 


never grow old, eoquets who pretend to 
be but thirty years of age when they ars 
in fact fifty, and ladies of quality who are 
| well verſed in the knowledge of the world. 
II beſe laſt Rave tie art of making us for- 
get their age, ſo much are we intereſted 
by their cultivated underſtandings, their: 
lively anecdotes, and their manners, alto- 
gether agreeable. Even young men can- 
not quit them without difficulty; for 
| they enchain all who liſten to them. They 
have, more than once, mpoſed' upon aca- 
demicians themſelves, 'who really are 
afraid to diſcharge their wit in the pre- 
ſence of theſe ladies. But a perſon who: 


% : 5 * 
, a IS» 
* * 


VVV 
is ſxilleck in the faſhions of a court, has al- 
ways the advantage over thoſe who excey 
only in phraſes. Lam often found in the 
ſociety of theſe belles, than whom no pev- 
ple on earth can be more amiable, eſpeci- 
ally when they are in their own houſes. I 
there find myſelf in the centre of polite- 
neſs and liberty. Young people, in my 
opinion, can no where complete their edu- 
cation ſo well as in ſuch ſchools. Having 
no longer any pretenſions to coquetry, and 
as their whole amuſement is converſation, 
the ladies J have mentioned are infinitely | 
more engaging: than thoſe ſilly women 
who run after wit without being able to 
overtake it; and play the parts. of idiots 
through motives of pride or affectation. 
knowledged, do not poſſeſs ſuch advan- 
tages. Our women, having never ſeen 
the world, can only talk of their houſe- 
wifry, or of old romances whoſe dates 
cannot be aſcertained,. and whicle are no- 
thing but a complication of fables and bur- 
| _trſ{que'\tragedies: With us, one is abſo- 
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lutely at a loſs to know what is meant ihe 
a female courtier. It belongs only to Eu- 
rope to underſtand and to train up per- 
. ſons of the ſofter; ſex for ſuch enn, | 


It is well that thou kn 


The a ada akkeſt me, relating 
to India, are to no purpoſe. Even in Pa- 
ris the news of Paris cannot eafily be ga- 
thered, and yet thou wiſheſt me to be in- 
formed of all that paſſeth in our own 
country! At Verſailles they ſay nothing, 
yet at Verſailles they know every thing. 
weſt, as I have al- 

-eady informed thee, that Paris is an af- | 
ſemblage of many cities: that one part of 
it is a ſtranger to the other part; and that 
for as many perſons as it contains there 
are ſo Oy Ons: intercſts/and * 
nions. at; 
The eh mk head: eee . 
| fy pretty loudly, Ipromiſe myſelf much 8 
amuſement, for I am going to ſup at a 
houſe where they are all dealers in news; 


and I ſhrall be ſtifled with anecdotes.” There 


are no novelties brought on the carpet, in 


9 
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this ſociety, he continued, but what are 
ſaid to have been received at fr/t hand. 
The prince, the ducheſs, the miniſter, 
are eternally the ſubjects of converſation. 
It is not aſſerted without reaſon, that va- 
nity never loſes her rights. If we do not 
find her on one ſide, we meet her on the 
other, but ſo much n that ſhe can 
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WHAT a delicious feſtival! what a 


8080 what a ſociety Such were the 


exclamations of allwho-were preſent. The 
female who preſided; although the wife 
of a lawyer; approved herſelf as amiable 
as a lady of quality. She was witty: with- 
out | affeatioir; handſome without de- 
manding applauſe, in ee * 
r ofa 


Chance invited me to > this aſſembly," 2 8 


2 country manſion, inhabited by: the gra- 
ces, and of which fairies appeared to have 

been the architect The amuſement was 
general: nobody was haughty, nobody: 


reſerved. We all laughed in good earneſt, 


unlike perlons of -high' rank,” who, in 


theſe 


- * , 


6 
theſe degenerate times, have nothing but 
affected ſmiles upon their countenances. 
Every one was witty, becauſe no one pre- 
tended to be a wit. A numerous company 

joined us in the evening, of which I w: s 


curious to know the hiſtory. I ventured 
therefore to put queſtion after queſtion to - 


a clever perſonage who was ſeated by my 
ſide. My quality as a ftranger excuſed 
my indiſcretion, and he was neither fur- 
priſed nor offended at my- curioſity. + 


„ 'The perſon whom you ſee arrayed in 


black, fafd he, is a ſenior controuler-ge- 


avs like A Aſh of lightnio or 
avoid all reflections. Lou muſt know: he 
continued, that there is nothing more 
tickliſh than a place of fuck importance: 
Formerly people did very well in it, be- 


cauſe they did nothing; but, fince the _ 


change of adminiſtration, matters have 


very 3 there aroſe, among us, 
| 2 . 
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daily gone on worſe and worſe, till the 
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a repairer of our xrongs, 2 man, in ſhort; 


Whole integrity is en to his. wonderful 


abilities. 


With ede to the ana 1 
who looks ſo gay and good · humoured, he 


is what is vulgarly called a jolly compa- - 


nion, Who has expended one third of his 


fortune among actreſſes, another in tra- 


velling, and is ſiniſhing the laſt in the fa- 


brication of Engliſh” gardens. He is ar- 
rived almoſt at the laſt guinea of an im- 


menſe fortune; nor has he made the leaſt 


3 for the latter days of his life,— 


„ ere, enen 


She is, ſaid he, the — an 
b rgro un city lady, wha: was firſt the g 
ka, of a Fan afterwards of a count, 
and is now upon the point of being a du - 
cheſs; far among us, ſuch changes are 


not in the leaſt; ſurpriſing, the molt in- 


| . 6 


And lady aid * 5 1 thould 
eee did not common civi - 


igni nn haing of. 


Ger 


ten transformed into a woman * high 
quality. There was formerly a marſhal's 
lady who, being ſprung from the dregs 
of ſociety, cauſed her relations to enter 
her chamber once a month by a private 
ſtair-· caſe, unknown to her huſband, when 
ſhe ſaid to them, Were my lord to ſee 
you here, he would order you to be 
thrown out of the window, like a vile 
rabble as you appear in his eyes; take 
care, therefore, that he does not come, 
and ſurpriſe you. er 1 will al. 
ways own you in the dark and by twi- 
light, but I will en, you for ever, 
if you thould dare to diſcover my _ 
tage, or accoſt me in broad day-light.” - 
And that abbe, ſo magnificently-frizled 
and powdered, er: * 2 OW 
fuch ee fl nt; 
„„ Theabbe 1 IS A NEFOC eee 
for bank notes. He is the admirer of that 
unwieldy woman, you ſee by his. fide. 
There is a pleaſant hiſtory reſpecting him. 
Alt is ſaid that à ſet of gamblers, with 
whom he had . made him in- 
toxicated, 
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5 tonlented, wrapped him up in ſwaddling- 
clothes, and expoſed him at the gate of 
the Foundling Hoſpital, with a ticket faſ- 
tened to his neck, which announced te 
the public that he had never been bap- 


tized. It is added that one of the ſiſters 
who are the governeffes of theſo orphans, 
was preparing to have the ceremony of 
baptiſm conferred upon him, by plain 
ſtrength, when chance diſcovered his ſa. 


cerdotat character. The abbe eclipſed him - 
felf, and appeared no more in public till 


the affair dropped into oblivion: that is 
to ſay, he came forth at the end of a few 


_ days, which; in Paris, is a ſufficient time 
to efface the remembrance of any event, 
whether tragic on comic. As to that man, 


fix feet high, continued he, whom you 
ee ſo: well dreſſed, he is one of the re- 


cruits of an- extravagant baroneſs who 


goes to Spa every year, in ſearch of 2 


cook, whom ſhe: generally . back 
within a few months.“ | 
- 1; He zue me ſketches of 1 many. — 5 


characters, which have, however, eſcaped 
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THE times which Beileau fo bitterly 
complained of, when:every violence was 
committed on words, for the purpoſe of 


briſtling up converſation with ridiculous 
points, are returned in a moſt alarming 
manner. I am ſorry to obſerve that the 
French language, which has been ſo much 
"cheriſhed by .all ſtrangers, is injured by 
the French themſelves, who alter the true 


Aignification of words 1 in ——_ for ex- 


| non. 
A fantaſtical. ea Om obſerved i in 


1 8 his ſermon that death had performed ſuch 


extraordinary. changes, that Les moines 
| neten 


— 


/ OS Oh 


city, ke this, there muſt ne 
5 wiſles and . | 


(Ft ) 


* 


devenoient des moinehux, les yon des 
papillons, les rois des roitelets *; HS © 
But there is ſomething ſtill worſs than 
all this: I allude to charrades, which 
are commonly devoid of common ſenſe, 
and which impoveriſh the language to 
ſuch a degree, that' people are afraid to 
ſpeak it, leſt they en tr W Bens | 
rang gl e = 
Men who would PI for wits Wa 
hs refuge i in ſuch fooleries when they 
are defeated in argument. Eloquence has 
been put to the torture; by the efforts 
that have been uſed, to make ſuch jargon 
intelligible. They torment words in or- 
der to make them ach 7 pra Aue 
they do not mea. £ 
Paris is really a country 1 Wisag 
with reſpect to faſhions; as well as to ſo- 


cieties. The mind turns and turns again, in 
a thouſand different ys it in W 
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impertinent people, which altogether 


form the baſis of comedy. A capital 
where there ſhould be a tireſome mono- 


tony 15. good ſenſe would be nenen ; 
ble: it would reſemble (thoſe Hans- 
1 towns in Germany, uhich appear to ſub- 
ſiſt only for the purpoſe of perplexing tra- 
vellers. Nathing within them is pleaſing, 
nothing is intereſting: they are bodies 
without motion and without liſe. Paris, 


heing ſo ſituat ed ias neuer to be made the 


ſeat of war, has occaſion for literary bei- 


tles, continual variations of faſhion, and 
fluxes and gefluxes of tt 


his attention. Thus, as the ſage Leib- 
nitz, a philoſopher with whom thou art 


not unacquainted, once ſaid, Every : 


thing works together towards ſome good 


£ end. Thoſe ignorant pretenders to ſci- 


once ho ſuppoſe that our countrymen 


x re all barbarians, would hardly believe 
that we have our ſentiments with regard 
to the NE MR Na a2 I fhall not 

f e e, ae re 


„in or- . 
der to attract the ſtranger, and engage 


(6G 28 ) 


attempt to undeceive them, becauſe ons 
judiced perſons are not dame cured. | 
moment when they hath to reliſh 8 
It is city that cannot be well known, 
but by a long reſidence, and by the fre- 
quenUng of. its various ſocieties. We 
eee we can + fon eee of 
its inhabitants. 890115 77CCCCCCCCCC Titat 3 
Read this letter, Lconjure thes) in the 
midſt of our friends: for it is a: paſſport - 
to my friendſhip, and will conduct my 
ſentiments to thy boſom without delayor | 
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B OO Es are made here fike'theeſe. i 
"hk „A ſort of paſtry that reſembles ou 
A. Tho bockleher orders, and the au- 
' thor compoſe s with wonderful rapidity.  _ 
He ſinvents a handſome title, he takes up 
his pen, which he ſuffers to gallop for- 
ward, as faſt as it is able, and he is him- 
ſeelf aſtoniſhed to fee his work ſo expedi- 
Abu finiſhed.” This without doubt ap- 
pears to be ridiculous: but authors pre- 5 

tend that, in works of imagination, the 

firſt hit is often worth more than the moſt + 

far fetched ideas. It is a fire, kindled WW + 

and adageibed in che lame moment, 

without being ſuffered to languiſh and 
"ow" dull. wy” hour of the 9. au- 

: | tumn | 8 
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tumn excepted, when the country is moſt 
frequ ented, produces a new book. This 
is no fable There are perſons who buy _ 
books for no other reaſon than becauſe 
they are new. This pamphlet was pub- 
liſhed. yeſterday, ſaid a faſhionable wo- 2 
man to the wife of a bookſeller, and it ie 
a mark of your impertinence to recom- 
mend ſuch antique rubbiſh, - Know that - 
7 -byeſtentiy diſcharged one of my ſervants, 
andi one of my ſpauicla, becauſe they be- 
gan to gro qld.— 
ſeen at leaſt five and forty years, by | 
| | attempted t hide them under a ſuperb 
. | - veil, and, aſſected an infantine tone of 
voice, as another. teſtimony of hes out. 
The greater part af theſe bogks,. which . 
are continually regenerated, and whic 
- are nothing but everlaſting repetitions in 
c Oe diſguiſed, periſh in a mom 
ſt 1 They are no more alked; for, no more 
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e DE... 
What a contraſt between this country 


andi ours, with regardito books and book- 


ſelung! But our Alcoran vvould be disfi- 
eee our manners enervated, were 
The human mind is 
Ander 0 — — 
_ <ontain itſelf, when allowed to give a 
Jooſe to its ideas. Here, in order to ſup- 
preſs a vicious book, they burn it; but, 


Aike the Pheenix, it ſprings up, in a won- 


derful manner, from its own - aſhes. It 
is then that it ãs ſought for by all nations 
of the world; and, even if it poſſeſs neither 
elegance nor goed ſenſe, it is quickly re- 


e ae „How happy ſhall I be, ſaid a 
bair- brained writer, if my book is con- 


demned to the flames! Inſtead of lying 
en the counter, it will then take a 
ſudden ſpring, and we ſhall ſee it won 
every chimney- piece. 

This laſt is a place Where the Parifians | 
- ſie: their gazettes, their pamphlets, 
their flowers, their letters, their cards of 
invitation, their addrefſes, They have 


| an incredible 5 in > garaiſhing. their 


| mantel 
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mantels with ſuch precious trifles, / 
would doubtleſs be difficult for us to uſe 
the fame means in India, chimney. pieves 
being there unknown. Where we have 
the lun ſo near u, wie ſtand in need 
of no other 
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8755. thee too Mader te an idea off 

employment of thoſe talents that are 
peas eminent in Paris. I have told thee 
only of what is frivolous ; ; I have not in- 
formed thee that, a mongli A thouſandfu- | 
tilities „ works 27 geni us are contit ur 
 fpringing vp up, i are equi ny profound E: 
and well written. French enius is like 
fire, that elcapes in ſparks, in tranſitory 
flaſhes, and in majeſtic flames. Here it 
| ſparkles, ere it warms-—ſometimes it 


;3 agreeable, ſometimes uſeful. All ſci- 


e been treated 


ences and all ſubjects 


with ſucceſs, by the Tydacl” Tf, my dear 
friend, we had but the thoufandth 1 88 
% wn ps Of 
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„ . 
of their works, we might compare our- 
ſelves with the moſt civilized nations.— 
Ah! why are we not Europeans? In our 
climate, in our ſoil, in our warriors, 
we have enough to ſupport the greateſt 
names, and the moſt ſplendid glory; but 
here, it may be ſaid, Heaven has given 
infinitely too much! 

1 éwill bring the e how de- 
lireſt./ At, preſent the librarian who has 
| delivered it to me, knows. not how to fix 
its price.) The king's library is full of 
fuch works, but they are carefully guard- | 
ed. As theſe writings are liable,to p iſh 
by Orms or 5 hire, they ought 3 in * 1 
on to be put into print, particularly i 
thoſe that are difficult to he : decyphered. | ” 
I was lately invited to 2 bull bezting, 
and curioſity led me to a ſpectacle from 
which my heart reyolted. Even Reg 
_ ought, not to be treated with cruelty. 
After this ſavage. diverfion 1 was over, 1 
was aſked in familiar diſcourſe, if the 
Creator, When prepared to make à man, 
: ou ere . 5 fy a bird, in ſhort 
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whatever he pleaſed out of the ſame mat- 
ter, 16 As our peculiar method of exiſt- 
ence was determined by the caſt of a die, 
ſaid an amiable philoſopher who was pre- 
ſent, and as we were ordained by the 
5 eternal decrees to become what we are, I 
__ call this queſtion idle andunimportant: and 
1 I am clearly of the opinion that God, al- 
| ways immutable in his deſigns, could * 
farm no fuch expleit. Man, with God, 
* in gels fromm al "eternity, intimueh 
- that we muſt bave had our fl are in the 
grand prômotion whit ip 
Being made, in the ame er WI Urs. 
Auen, een befcre thät erection hat eri. 
ente. Ants: bib gelt * liche 330 en 
I be ancients were fertile i in ſuch ty 
dente which were fabricated among th 
| d. lenſe⸗ 1 N75 ever ctors of 
the Chriſtian religion have been Valet 
with theſe idle faneies. The human mind, 
* r ſphere it rolls, is fenfible of 
74 nc. Adiev. 
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led of 0 h extent, of its 
.Invirons,cof, its, lettered men and unlet- 
_ tered; and, in the mean time, thou 
in "telleſt, me nothing with regard to its trade. 
Ihe commerce, of à metropolis, like this 
mult - neceſſarily be ſplendid and ex 


ye, tt 2115 N in af. 
Altho ug it is n t a ſea· port, „ 
don, Faris muſt of courſe traffic in gold, 
through means of its merchants, Tha ae : 
af by chat object. 1 
I haye been often told that 
has more nominal riches than ther 
in the world, but that 55 is er up, 
and hidden, behind triple locks, _—_ or 
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fold doors of iron. Ah! if they be good 
Frenchmen, and love their King, as he de- 
ſerves to be loved, now is the time to 
open theſe repoſitories. Never will they 
be able to make à better uſe of their gold! 

Knowing their good qualities, I doubt 


not, the miſers only excepted, they will 


ſignalize themſelves in this critical junc- 
ture of affairs. The heart of a French- 
man is atreafure; of Which his King has 
2 8 5 cb to Ftich 2 te! = A+. tains 
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and the Egyptians... Theſe; people were 
formerly deſerving of our viſits, When 
they poſſeſſed all the ſecrets of nature; 
but, at preſent, they are a tribe of vaga- 
bonds, without the leaſt pretenſions to 
. knowledge. It is in vain that we ſearch 
for the footſteps of the ſciences, which 
long inhabited their ſoil ; we can find no- 
thing but reptiles, rocks, and ſands. The 
ſciences are like comets, which ſometimes 
appear in one be oo ſometimes i in 
ß ER Fe, ö 
51 now not why 3 ata give u us 
i deſcriptions of Egypt, maintain” ſo many 
different — It is a country whoſe. 
picture 
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85 the earth might 80 U5 dinner.“ It appears, 


PM ; us 
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ture "Tn Re drawn: 4 ecuntry 
of ruins, a country of ignorance, and a 
country that may *% compared with 
e which is now but the ſhadow of 
het: Why does not France, "ſince"! the 
sf well qualified to teach the! arts and 
ſclences. hy does ſhe not become the 


"arbitrator "of | Egypt? This would be 
highly Practicable were ſlre to join with 
- the powers that ar are harraffing the Turks. 
White her'p 30 Heflioas © tend to che iſles of | 
France and Bourbön, ſhe might eaſily ac- 
quire Egypt, Ghich, in fact, is only em 

_ bifteen' to twenty d ays' ſail from Mar- 
ſeilles. i i ent Sd „dani 
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FE France,” which; at preſent, cannot boaſt 
i of a fiogle obelife; would poſſeſs the fineft 
n in the uni vverſe; and from 
teir ſummits, a king like the emperor 
ö 15 the Francs co it pre 
#1 ſound of trumpet, w 


e pro- 


prlety than à miferable and inſignificant 
ry, that © All the Kings of 


e chat the Nile would be ſtill more ma- 
5 jeltic, 
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jeſtic, under the dominion of France. I / 
often indulge, myſelf with this idea, and 
_ thinkl n cle, diles e ge 5 
oben N Wers 
armee all he mee. of the mode, 
walking on the banks of the Nile, would 
—— in this, Way il caps: a¹ 


1 -4dhall, rea with the notio 


elders, who DIPS: Gee ALY 
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ubtle dec 1 ſhall far ma many 
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nhood to de- 


dae ee 105 a new life—that 
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-rendechſages wih um to live in a continual | 


« = 
* #8 4 


have divided. time AG- 


* 


1 — * 2 2 A 
" * T ra bc 
IN "2 © A Oo * Fx; - 
4 SIM Con SEEN > oC cer <2 6 IGG os 
2% * £2 5> rein n 4 2 L <a = - U 7 
E 0 — — 5 


— . — — — 
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wal faid, © You ſhall dine at a certain | 
hour; you ſhall ſleep at ſuch a moment,” 


they have perſuaded themſelves that ſuch 


is the ſpirit of order: as if we could not 
be diſorderly in ſpite of ſuch painful ſub- 
jection. Order conſiſts in the govern- 
ment of our paſſions, in the regulation of 
our ideas, in the tranquillity of our de- 
ſires,—-briefly, in our being in the * 
ſeſſion of ourſelves. A life iy laver 
it only for thoſe who ive 
the ſolitary man neither eats nor lleeps - 
but whos, he feels A ung op food 0 or 
reſt. c arron TEE <TD 
4 been, hurried away | 1 4 n 0 2 7 8 

notwithſta ding my na ty; Which 
I ſhall always. eſteem, becauſe my gaiety | 
haas ever, been reaſonable. But it will be 
much more ſo in the moment that ſhall 
bring thee to my r y þ bra es my - 
ſoul appear to expand lil e 

and my heart, like a ſiery fu E 
pours forth inceſſant flames, Jill: affect 


| | thee with the moſt lively ardour, and 


prove that 8 love thee according to the 


arvih. and ſpirit of our Alcoran. 
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grand props of the Part 
commerce, are the yiriation of faſhions, 
=; and the progreſs of book-ſelling. It is in- 
credible What riches theſe two articles 
produce to government. On this account 
many kicknacks' and trifling publications 
are füffered to Hmong which 
other. Ad. 1 d to 
Dave 2 proper idea of their ſhowy baw- 
s you ſhould ſee. one of the faſhionable 
warehouſes where they are fabricated; 
theſe are long buildings where d- een of 
the moſt agreeable figure, al decent air, 
tanged 3 in two Tep eperate roms, 
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N. ature is here ſo perfectly ed in ar- 
tificial flowers, that art ſca rcely appears 
her inferior. Here likewiſe you ſee muſ- 
ling, ſo white, and ſo curiouſly fringed, 
that you, would take t the em for kes of 
SOM The rainbow x ſeems to .delcend, 
every. day, upon their garlands and ri- 
bands, than which nothing « can be better 
managed, i in order to decei ve | he fight. 
What i is Fi e they "Ire chang- 
. into, di | rent ſh e © . 1 lin 


of an eye, an every th ing a pears s to o be 
Tenewe = W 8 the. alben beg 1 70 fn 
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; off, ſome ſplendid name, fome | 
event, Ape f e po ocha, eg to 1 
new. Cap, o r plume PLE 5 1 

Hg 
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: votee herſelf, who appears, 1 only in 
| che duſk of the evening, but Who Wr 
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bre. The moſt infignificant pamphlet *. 
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| deg! 1 is ſold privately, and that th 


+11 


„ 
1 45 


2 is 2 


* 


* 1 


Jig ad 2 wir | 
Some? years 80, A ee 10 e 


ti adroit than bis bre ethern »tobk it in- 


5 : 
2 3 
- - 


to his head to exhibit, at plac 
entertainment, © a little work e titled; E be 
Devihs Almanack, which he faid was abſo- 
lutely interdicted. The carneſtneſs of his 
manner, and his arful tone of vo vice reft- 
dered the circu iſtance ſtill: more intereſt 
ing, ande upon no other re 
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| Inmate chat is to ſay, a Louis Sor 


3 win aer to his own houſe, be- 
5 pci onthe, 1 for this | 


cely, however were. 
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continua of ponies. The wall ar- 
ride when men will be able neither to 


vrite nor read: and poſterity. will cer- 
tainly ſee this wonderful change. When 


we reflect on the profound ignorance that 


reigned in 
that of Aguſtus, we (are authoriſed in 
3 oſs a ere "EV, Bd: er | 


urope, for ſeveral ages after 


5 e Wannen Ganges, the 
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is wonder al Sram! by e e 
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to be arrayed in the faſhions of the 
| . 2 fanga lace 


a Hate." reger 0 nd tt | 
day that tliou art not placed by my fidey 
45 4 witneſs of theſe extravagancies; 
ee Saal "The dre oi 


bende ert We Beweſt 1 
88 1 is already come. to 
: IR AER, N IT a11,1:8 5 7 44457 
A prineeſs who lately: died at Paris, 
ce WES be inserted ops gave inp thavie 


d zut Senden ae : 

Make its appearance i ane] 
having been determined that ſhe- was 

not to be buried till the fourth; a laweſuit 

was che inevitable conſequence. The exe 

cutrix of the will, A et. 1 of ne 


tions of the d 
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moſt refined order, inked that the inten · 
1 covld not be fulfill. 
ed in orna- 


ments of che lateſt wee end das at 2 


Salas wotld; ber Apes defire 0 
. The heirs were unwilling to ſubmit to 


be complied with in every particular, 
fuch a fantaſtical humour, eſpecially. as 


the expence muſt have been double. The 


prieſts were kept in waiting, the coflin 


Was arreſted; and every thing remained 
in ſuſpence, till at length it was decreed 
that, as the dreſs had not been ordered 
for the moment of death, but for that of 
burial, the corps, previous to its inter- 
ment, ſhould be decked in the moſt mo- 


Ft dern e embelliſhments. As a ſimilar acci- 
dent was feared- - the faſhions changing 


here from hour to houn—the ceremony 


was haſtened, and the princeſs interred in 


| "ere Ow "no had | ordered t to be 
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187 HAVE been to ſee the houſe of a 
drei. Asfoon nals dat the door, 


me ch A eee chat did not belo 
aa this age. His converſation; der, 
proved to me that he was not altogether 
Jo artleſs as his demeanour ſeemed to pro- 
miſe. I aſked him if che prieſthood had 


not abated of regs —_— den; 8 and | 
- (he wp i 4. fu | apt 2 not to be ; 
our boly founder. Believe me, he added, 


- when the bell of a monaſtery has ſounded 
during two hundred years, the monks i 
muſt have neceflarily; relaxed from their 
original fervour, becauſe, in order to 
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keep the human race within bounds, a TY | 
change of pegion., is requiſite, at leaſt, 
every fifty years.” 75 
I queſtioned him reſpecting the Er" 
of his ſuperiors.---Q rſe, faid 1, not 
any are elevated to that rank but men of 
Ates Lou are miſtaken, he replied,. 
Our derviſes do not make choice of a man 
of penetration for their ſuperior. A derviſe 
a i © of fwbordinate talents is indiſpenſably re- 
» BY quiſite, to enſure our tranquillity. Dur- 
1 . 2 ſhort interval we elected men of ge- 
> || © nivs, but they were too fond of conceits, 
„ and Airy on and ee to 
J- cpa our Dance nd them we knew 
d not what foot to put forward; for what 
di | they approved: in the morning they con- 
le reaſon againſt fach: 3 nd 
e time, our choice has fallen upon | 
d } © none but mes of plain ſenſe: not unfre- 
| indeed. w have. Bede: 
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upon chavey} ö * l A little indut- 

try is y. One of our fraternity 
is the almoner "of? a prince, another the 
counſellor of ſome old ducheſs ;— 
hat is worſt of all, e abe obige to 
colerate che opinions of theſe money” Who 
believe that, with all their gor an 
; their” pride, their effeminacy, and 
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| And your men af 6 geni us, Gid1, if you 
boaſt of 250 Phat are, they d in the 
mean while ? 

How, he xe lied, . with. an balkan. 4 

ry countenance, our fathers that make 1 
books, and our fathers that are conſulted 3 
on all occaſions, and our fathers that are 
admitted into all learned ſocieties, are 
they not men of genius? But, to gain 
tome to have twice: 
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i habited, they are of opinion | 
knows nothing. 
and Pythagoras. aS been allanplly. | 
ignorant, for they v we re till xſe equip- 

ped than ourſelves .“ 2d: Sogty:: 
The xefecory; was open 
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long a ERS 


mona: en ram 


K Jur, 3 faid. 8 25 come to this 
. merely to keep themſelves from be- 
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ET 55 FX: 1 Dag 
ing ſtarved ; and were & they wot," from 
time to time, invited to the tables of the 
opulent, by whom they are highly eſ- 
teemed, Ry Wen 8 8 . taſte of 
„„ 

1 told him I had n A Rela | prieſt 
who did not profeſs much regard for 
the monaſtic order. Ah, the wretch! 
he exclaimed, this indifference is the more 

terrible becauſe all who are of his profeſ- 
_ _"fioncomehither, on every holiday through- 
out the year, to bring us fins more 
: huge than mountains, and to extort ab- 
ſolutions. Were we not induced, by our 
unhappy condeſcenſion, to grant their re- 
_ queſts, not a creature on earth would be 
found willing to abſolve them :——in a 
word, we are ſo complaiſant as to damn 
ourſelves, to "fave" them one” damna- 
tion.” 8 
I was much diverted by this Lally, kd, 
in that moment, wiſhed for thy « company, 

, with all the OTROS of Pe foul. 
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To Grazin. 


NOT a word have I told thee with 
reſpect to the king or the court, although 
J ought to have commenced with theſe 
ſubjects. 1 wiſhed indeed firſt to hear the 

voice of the people, which is always the 

moſt to be depended upon. I have learnt 
from all quarters that the reigning mo- 
narch is ſo ſtrict an admirer of truth, that 
he might with propriety be ſurnamed 
Louis the True, in the ſame manner as 


Louis XIII. was honoured with the title 


of 'Fuft, and Louis XIV. with the appel. 
lation of Louis the Great. His manners 
gare exemplary, ; and his recreations 1nno- 
cent. He has neither miſtreſſes nor fa- 
ma his perſonal honours and privi- 
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leges are ſacrificed with alacrity to the ge- 
neral welfare of his ſubje&ts; he is partial 
to men of probity, and if thoſe of a difſ. 
ferent deſcription are found near his per- 
ſon, it is becauſe he has been deceived. 
Thou knoweſt that he is but thirty-four/ 
years old; and he is recogniſed through- 
out the world as the arbiter of ſovereigns, 
and the reconciler of nations, I have 
ſeen him ſeveral times, and I have always - 
ſeen him with a ſmile upon his face. No 
ſooner was he mounted upon the throne 
than he expreſſed 2 wiſh to receive all the 
petitions and complaints of his ſubjects; 
but his miniſters, always intereſted in 
warding off the truth, diſſuaded bim 
from f ſuch a laudable deſign. 1 
uh regard to the court, it is gloomy 15 
and ſorrowful, like all other courts in the 
1 d Theſe places of intrigue, de- 
ception, and etiquette, are always the ha- 
ions of Tullenneſs and melancholy, | 
viſages of thofe who frequent them 
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ſufficientiy declare that they come for inte- 
1 reſted e ö is feldom found 
, = | under 


| an eagle's wings. 
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under gilded'to6fs. In the rakes 


our ſmiles are borrowed, white our hearts 
are under conſtraint. 


I ſhall fay nothing of the . 
that adorns the caſtle of Verſailles, and its 


environs. It will be ſufficient to inform 


thee that Louis XIV. whoſe: monuments 


are all imprinted with the ſtamp of luxu- 
ry and grandeur, emyloyed in its execu- 
tion the moſt coſtly materials of art, and 


thoſe of the moſt exquiſite taſte. Vet its 


architecture is not anſwerable to its ſu perb 
paintings. It has been ſaid, with reaſon, 


that the edifice me 2 e 1 1800 * | 


The gardens- his a dissgured by 


the deſtruction of the groves, walks, and 


| thickets, for the purpoſe of making a ſim- 
plwkẽe plantation in the f 


rm of 2 quincunx. 

Formerly we were aſtoniſhed at every 
ſep, and believed the park to be unlimited 
and immenſe, fo artfully were the grounds 
out, in order to deceive the eyes. 


But, at preſent, we ſee the extremi ities, 


Penn . at no great diſtance. 
When 


103 ) 
When 1 refle& upon the manner in 


which different courts have acquired their 


growth and ſplendour, I think I perceive 
a comet which appears an imperceptible 
ſpeck, but which becomes by degrees a 
luminous ſtar. Every age has contributed 
to the magnificence of courts. As a court 


is the ſource of the graces, and the focus of 
the paſſions, it 1s crowded with adven- 
| turers, Were it not for the inordinate love 
onours, it would 
be avoided as a place of contagion; but, 
for the purpoſe of favouring ambition, 


terreſtrial paradiſe, Which appears the ' 


more natural as it too often nouri 


treacherous ſerpent, and too often tempts . 
us with the forbidden fruit. 445445 of 
Let us rejoice, my Si in 7 rk | 


ag ourſelves exempted from all thoſe ſer- 


vitudes that muſt be endured in courts; 
nor favours to aſk. We live under deſ- 
potiſm, it is true, but in what region 
e not this ni n exiſt 7 ? Sla- 
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very is bewailed in every part of the 


world, becauſe all men are, in ſome de- 
gree, ſlaves. Authority ſeldom gets a 


| tumble; for if, by chance, a monarch be 


too week to preſerve his privileges, they 


1 are quickly aſſumed by his infetiors. No- 


thing is more tyranical than the” domina- 
tion of miniſters, as this country has too 
often nes Had not France, from 
time to time, been ſubject to fueh caſual- 
ties, ſhe would have deen too happy and 
too powerful The kings that have go- 
verned her, by right of fucceſſion, would 
have become the ſovereigns of Europe. 
But there exiſts a ſupreme order which is 
unknown to us, except by its influence, 
and which has regulated the courſe of 
things in ſuch a way that a diſtribution of 
bleſſings and misfortunes, holds the ſtate 
in eguilibrio. Thus France which enjoys 
the greateſt advantages with regard to its 
ſoil, and the amiableneſs of its inhabi- 
tants, does not always poſſeſs an admi- 
niſtration proportioned to the _ views 
of its monarch. ele 
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have been a8 N and 
the dark and terrible abyſs, | 
fnce thou haſt 


I am always in expectation of receiving 


ed to write. Alas, 


divide myſelf into a thouſand ſigha, which 


overſpread continually the ſurface of the 


earth, and the mighty waters, in hopes 
of meeting thee on thy return. Thy ohe 
wives, more happy than myſelf, have g 
thered together a portion of thy Par 
from the letters thou haſt tranſmitted to 
them; but I, as if I were numbered 
among the dead who are for gotten „ have 
no conſolation but in the cruelleſt impati- 
ence and moſt dreadful deſpair. Thy pro- 
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täte of Tait have followed the rapt- 
dity of the Northern blaſt; they are min- 
gled with the duſt that the wind ſcatters 
through the air, and of which no veſtige 
remains they are incorporated with the 
raping wave that departs to return no 
more!, Ah! that. my heart were incapa- 
ble of love, that it would become as 
braſs, in order to correſpond with thine ! 
What! A miſerable preſent from heaven is 
à ſoul of ſenſibility! I have experienced 
its misfortunes, I am acquainted with its 
perils. Alas! we'remain but a few wretch- 
ed minutes upon this earth, yet we die 
every inſtant. Were it not enough to be, 
one day, ſeparated by death, without ſuf. 
fering theſe pangs of abſence, ſcarce leſs 
terrible than death itſelf? ' What do 1 
tay? Abſence is ſurely more terrible than 
death, becauſe, if we love with ſincerity, 
it cauſes us to Hve | in | continual UWſquic- 
tude! bs 228 BAY 190 GH 
Thou Angell w my frac with thy del | 


= filence. If, by means of a ſpeaking trum- 


pet; the breath of "ne heart could reach 11 
| 1 


i 197 V 


my cars. ut no! till 1 receive that, ; 
token of life. that is reciprocally given in. 
our letters, I will taſte no enjoyment. $ £ 

I it then my fault if thy two children, 
the fruit of our love, have fallen victims 
to a contagious diſtemper ? ? The tender, 
neis that thou hadſt for them ought ey : 
rally, to devolve upon me: then ſhould 1 

- enjoy, the heat of a triple attachment, But 
1 babe. every ART to fear that, in loſing 
thy eh forgot 
why, am I not 


ten 1 mother. ... f IL 
rather a flave; 1, could. ike 1 
with lefs pain than thy cruel. diſdain. 1 
Wait in expectation of every calamity, 0 | 
| look for the vileſt treatment, nor ſhall 1 
be ſur riſed if thy arrival ow, our : 
f eternal ſeparation. 3 3 
Ah, why hath Nature treated our ſex 
75 ſeverely as to make our very exiſtence 
depend upon the caprice of 4 huſband ? 
| Why didſt thou not tell me, on the very 
morning of our nuptials, that thy love 
Was only a phantaſy that would be extin-. 
| ae * Gs tranſient fame ? Thould 


then 


— 
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chen have retal ned my alle; of which I 
was the perfect miſtreſs. But what em- 
braces didſt thou laviſh upon me, with a 
view to perſuade me that thou wouldſt 
love me eternally !.. Yes, I ſwear by the 
Alcoran, the moſt ſacred thing among 
us, that I had rather be facrificed to thy 
fury and die by thy hands, than fuffer 
ſuch neglect. Notwithſtanding my wrath, 
I aſk not heaven to avenge my wrongs. Y 
I thall always remember the caſe of that 
unhappy woman, who invoked the celeſ. 
tial Being againſt her huſband, and who 
expired, ſeveral days afterwards, in the 
' moſt horrible paroxiſms of madnefs. 1 
is againſt myſelf that J implore the fury 
of heaven; for, the ſhorter my life, the 
longer will be my felicity. I can no lon- 
ger be happy on earth, —my heart hath 

: pronounced this ſentence, and every mo- 
ment confirms it. 1 conclude, bathing. 
myſelf with teafs, and calling upon hea- 
ven to deprive me of that ſhadow of ex- 
iſtenics, WAH [ now 1 N . 
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SUPPOSE Deer to tel thee, my 
daaefg Neriſa, that thy fury is the fury 
of a ſcold? How! without cauſe, with 
out x ſhadow of reaſon, to abandon y. 
felf to tranſports fo nearly allied to mad- 
neſs! The reſpect that thou always pro- 

feſſedſt for the law of our great prophet 
might have ſtopped thy wanderings. The 
three letters that I have written to thee, 
and which thou haſt not received, ahold. 
neceſſarily remain in the cuſtody of my 
principal ſlave. I give thee liberty to 
avenge thy wrongs on him who inflified 
them; but thou oughteſt to have been 
well informed before thou hadſt ventured 
to treat YE tuſband with ſuch rigour and 

3 „„ injuſtice. 
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— —rÑ7;r˙³—— — —·——— —  —  — — — —  —  —— 


( wo 9 


I jojuſtice. In ſpite; however, of thy bar- 
barous deſpair, I have obſerved that thy 
love 1s pure and undifſembled. Alas, I 
never doubted thy ſincerity; and I ſhould 
condemn myſelf as the moſt unworthy of 
| huſbands if, by a ſilence equally obſtinate 
and criminal, I had intentionally excited 
thy frenzy. Let, therefore, thoſe furies 
that give me ſo much uneaſineſs be appeaſ- 
ae edat the reception of this letter. How is 
my ſoul troubled when I think of the pangs 
thou wilt yet endure ere it reaches thy 
hands! It comes,” however, by the ſhort- 
eſt route, that is to ſay, by way. of Mex 
SHER... 
This paper, alata in more {aha than 
s becauſe it will be in thy poſſeſſion, would 
_ impart wonderful things, if it could tell 
thee all that my heart experiences. With ü 
thy allurements and virtues thou haſt no- 
thing to fear from the negle&t of a huſ- 
band! Ah, where ſhould I find teeth ſo 
beautifully white, ſuch gloſſy hair, pierc- 
ing 6s, and eren enen arch- 
)) | 7 
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WE are 2 
gard to each other, and this aukward. 


neſs ariſes from the variation of our 


clocks. What art thou doing at this mo- 


ment, while the ſun is riſing here in all its 
ſplendour? It may be faid that, every 


night, he charges Aurora to announce his 


appearance, With great pomp; oe one on 
whom the ſeaſons, the plants, in ſhort, 
the whole univerſe is dependent. The 
"news thou haſt ſent us from Paris has al- 


ready become public, and has given dou- 


ble ſatisfaction to various families, be- 


cauſe it recalled the idea of thy amiable 


| perſon. Nor has i it eſcaped Typoo Saib 
himſelf, who, as I am told, wiſhes to - 


read 


wie Atwated wWithe re- 


r 
read thy travels. Thou writeſt only con- 


cerning faſhions, cuſtoms, and manners, 


and thou doſt perfectly right. I was much 


afflicted yeſterday with an account of a 
countryman of ours, who went to France 


about eleven years ago, and was murder- 


ed for the ſake of his gold and diamonds. 
No people are more adroit than ſharpers. 


Their turns, ſhifts, and windings are ſo 
numerous, that even thoſe that are rob- 


bed by them cannot refrain from laugh- 


5 ter. It is ſaid there are houſes where they 


ſerve. regular apprenticeſhips to this per- 
nicious trade. Our countryman indeed 


was groſsly covetous; and 2 miſer gene- 
rally makes an unfortunate exit. The ſins 


of a ſordid man muſt of courſe be aug - 


mented, the moment he goes to Paris, 


which is undoubtedly an ien and 
— 1155 Fs | 
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| T H E Weise fi, bur eee 
at court, hath become a brilliant epocha. z 
The entertainment was coſtly and magni- 
ficent, und; had it been embelliſhed with 
Aſiatic luxury, it could not have Veen: ce- 
lebrated with greater ſplendou. 
On the tenth day of Auguſt, 1788, 
about half paſt eleven Oclock in the fore- 
noon, in the middle of an immenſe gal- 
lery, ornamented with carved work, 
looking-glafſes, and paintings, amidſt two 
' rows of beautiful women, and well dreſſ- 
d courtiers, appeared Mahomed Burvi/th, 
Acbur Aly, and Mahomed:-Ottchn,. march - 
ing with ſlow and ſolemn ſteps upon the FF. 
Hons . and ant with dig- 
i | -uity 4 


4 * ; % 


— 


5 
nity to the throne of the monarch; who 
darted glittering beams around him, and 
received additional luſtre from the pre- 
ſence of the queen and royal family. They 
bowed: the monarch did the ſame: they 
ſpoke :—he replied. The moſt profound 
filence and attentive regards announced 
the importance of the interview, but the 
ſpectacle was ſtill more gratifying to the 
imagination, which exhibited India and 
France OY et, N W means of a 
treaty. | 

The wadicvce pong finiſhed; ahet gar- 
dens were filled with all that was brilliant 
in Paris; and this gay proceſſion aſſumed 
an air of feſtivity that reflected the great- 
eſt luſtre upon our Indians. They were 

followed through the walks, and loaded 
with praiſes, inſomuch that they had 
great difficulty tokeep themſelves freefrom 
pride. The name of Typo Saib was fre. 
quently mentioned, and thou wouldſt 
have heard the ſhouts that followed if 
their ſounds could have vibrated acroſs 


the ocean. I was much 1 1 con- 
feſs; 


; 4 


a 


455 "ON in eg of my philoſophy, 1 
am not inſenſible to the praiſes that are 
laviſhed on my country. As to thoſe that 

are beſtowed on my perſon, _ are, to 

me, totally indifferent. 

Our ambaſſadors qiltted Verſailles "OY 
Rad of going to Trianon, à delici- 
ous ſpot, where the ſovereign ſpends ſe- 
veral months in the year, augmenting its 
advantages and alluremento, 85 ſuch na- 
tural graces as attract all eyes. 

I returned, in the evening A — 
charmed with having ſeen. the — of 
the French king, which, if Heaven per- 

mit, I will i in * wenge. even in 
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I WAS ſeated in a ſolitary thicker 
t a ; 


when two ſtrangers, who were walking 
At no great diſtance, began to diſpute with 


much warmth reſpecting the actual pre- 
eminence of the French or Italians,” with 


ed that Italy was not at all degenerated 
from its former ſplendour, being ſtill able 
to boaſt of great painters and ſtatuaries. 


I he Frenchman ſupported a contrary opi- 
nion, and gave che preference to his o. 
country. He mentioned ſeveralcelebrated 

artiſts of both profeſſions: the Italian 
mentioned none. They quickly perceiv. 

en, and appealed to me as the . of 8 


. . 


d to the ſine arts. The Italian inſiſt. 
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Alas, ſaid I, how will you be able to 


depend upon the deciſion: of a poor Indi- 


an, who can hardly liſp the language of 
artiſts, much leſs determine their reſpec- 
tive merits and taſte? Indian! they both 


_ exclaimed, with ſurpriſe, - yours indeed 


is not a ſtudious land, but it is a land of 
imagination; and doubtleſs an hiſtorian 


from India, ſenſibly ſtruck with the fea- 


tures of an European country, would 
produce a wonderful hiſtoric picture. 
Their enthuſiaſm increaſed to ſuch a de- 


gree that they conjured me to imprint on 
the mind of ſome young Indian, a taſte 


for the liberal arts, and afterwards to per- 
IO 9-969 LAN n * 
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: Their Gr was, es _ = 


renewed, but they at length agreed that 


Rome derived all her glory from times 
long paſt: that ſhe would always be a 
grand repoſitory to which artiſts would 
repair from all parts of the earth, to ſketch 
deſigns and ſelect models; but that ſhe, 
at preſent, poſſeſſed nei ther a Raphael nor 
A n. 2 „„ The 


(u 


Ihe Italian grew warm and animated. 
He referred to the mauſoleum of a pope 
named Clement, which is ſaid to be a2 
maſter· piece, freſh from the hands of a 
young Venetian. This monument, ſaid 
he, which is preferable to all the ſtatues 
that have been ſculptured in Paris for 
theſe laſt fifteen years, is a ſuſſicient 
proof of the e Ke of our workman- 
Thipy: tn; 15s 2355 
5 Such noble e pleaſed me infi- 

nitely. I would give all the world toſece 
it prevalent in my own country. Who 

knows if India will not become, at ſome 
future day, a ſecond Europe, 2s to arts 
and talents? Could it ever have been be- 
lieved that Paris would take place of 
Athens, and that in Ruſſia, a celebrated 
city would be erected, in which the ſci- 
_ «ences would fix their habitations? But 

we ſhould fwear to nothing. 


If I have been dreaming all this while, . 


Im fond of ſuch dreams. 
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- 46: IP ov wiſheſt me. to ec” 
thy doubts reſpecting Europe, and to tell 
thee, by way of abridgment, in what 
plight ſhe actually ſinds herſelf, under the 
different princes by whom ſhe is governed. 

She is a rich lady who is endued with wit; 
and gifted with every natural grace, but 
who often paints, and is too fond of ap- 
pearing in public. Her right arm, the | 

emblem of France, is equally handſome | 
and; robuſt ; but inſtead of being ſtrength- | 
ened by employment, it is kept ny 
white, in order to e the? more bent 
ing. OT RE PS £1. 
The ſovereigns that maintain the luſtre * 

ol Europe are divided into emperors, 


— 


5 ( 222 ) . 
kings, Jogos, and ſtadtholders. Each of | 


-theſe ſovereigns hath. his intereſts, his pre- 5 
judices; and if he had them not, his mi- 
niſſters would have them in his ſtead. 


The firſt is the king of France, who 


governs the fineſt country, as to ſitua- 


tion, riches, and the manner in which 


all parties are united. He enjoys an im- 


menſe revenue, which, however, is fre- 


5 quently diminiſhed 900 ealcadininifira- . 
tions. 3 


The emperoty king of Bohemia and 


Hungary, who is now at war with the 


Turks, which 4s the more wonderful, as 
he has but little money; and his troops, 
amounting nearly to three hundred thou- 


ſand men, muſt OY 185 him im- 


menſe ſums. | 
The empreſs of Ruſſia, bent 
even in the moment of ſcarcity, endea- 
vouring to hold the ſovereignty of the 


Crimea, and exhauſting herſelf hourly, 


in hopes of carrying on the war "at the ex · 


| pence of the Ottomans. 


The > 


02239 


The ſultan, obliged to . all his. 
forces againſt two formidable enemies 
whom he fatigues and haraſſes with Kir- 
miſhes, fearful leſt a pitched. wan ſhould | 
prove fatal to his cauſe. | 25 
Ihe king of Poland, who wb Nang. 

revived the ſtory of John Sobieſki, had 
he not forfeited the affections of his m”"_ : 
ple by ſurrendering himſelf to Ruſſia. 

The king of Sweden, a prince as brave 
as he is ſkilful ;; the leader alſo of a valour- 
ous nation, who ſallies forth to meet glo- [ 
ry, and makes her his Ally; oi eee 

The king of Denmark, ha Joint to- 
gether all advantages, and takes ara 
that moſt accords with his intereſt. 
The Spaniſh monarch, notorious 18 

his good ſenſe; —he governs wiſely, takes 
his meaſures flowly, but ſupports. them 
with admirable ee pave Tn are 

taken, e 5 
The king of Naples, 847 to los, : 


the impulſe of thoſe Powers with Which 
he is in alliance. ; 4s OS 


8 


* 
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Te queen of Portugal, Who . 
| her ſtrength by means of her wiſdom, 

Ihe Pope, whoſe dominions offer no- 
thing but lands without culture; nor can 
they ever be well managed, on account 
of the inexperience and old age of the 
e that are elected to govern, them, 
be king of Sardinia, whoſe wiſdom 
on one ſide, and inacceſſible mountains on 
the other, are the ſupporters; of peace, 
which is - the beſt expedient to procure 
abundance, and eh the people hap- 
DJ 1. 

The n of 8 and Venice;chiefs 
of two timorous republics, that owe 
their exiſtence only to their ſituation. 

The king of England, ho analy 
fads fewer reſources in the treaſures of 
his ſubjects than in their energy; but who 
zs afraid, at preſent, to engage in a war 
with his neighbours, leſt he ſhould fall a 
victim to his raſhneſs. 

The ſtadtholder of Holland, aflailed 
"by tumults and ſeditions 1 in the midſt of a 


* 


i 


(ns ) | hs 


republic that ſcarcely exiſts between ſla- 
very and liberty. 


Such is the ſituation of this 14 and 


civilized religion, whoſe cuſtoms we 
ſhould have adopted, had we not been 
removed from it to ſuch an immenſe diſ- 
tance. The liberty that is reſpired is the 
vehicle of its grandeur !——— ſhall but 
whiſper this laſt truth into thy ear when l 


return; but here we are accuſtomed to 


ſpeak boldly, Frenchmen, who are natu- 
rally great chatterers, muſt have employ- 
ment for their tongues ; and yet it is well 
known that he who ſpeaks moſt vehe- 
mently againſt the government, would 


5 open a vein, on the ſpot, if his king had 


occaſion for his blood. It is this that 


makes the ſpies that are ſcattered through 
Paris, much lefs ONION. —_ at Ve- 


| nice. Adieu | 
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20 HE ſocieties of Parls: are ese ac- 
ee to the different quarters. : Here 
they are noiſy and obſtreperous, chere 
languid and monotonous. Thoſe that 
abound with gown- men are aid to be pe- 
dantic, thoſe that are frequented by cour- 
tiers, faſtidious. 1 have already been in- 
troduced to many of theſe communities, 
and am diffatisfied with almoſt all 1 have 
| ſeen. They diſcuſs no ſubjects but what 

I am unacquainted with, they talk only 
of perſons whom I ſhall never ſee. Their 


converxſation frequently turns upon the 
| baptiſm of a young marchioneſs, or the 


marriage of an old counteſs; and always 
upon Petty. events that one moment brings 
| 5 1 


* 


0 
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upon the carpet, and the next annihi- 
| lates. iT; . 
Ihe great viſit ak hs out of mere 
ceremony, and order their carriages to be 
driven like the wind, at the riſk of lam- 
ing foot paſſengers, and killing their 2 
horſes, merely that they may relate, as a 
moſt important piece of news, that it has 
rained all day long, or thatitis fair weather. 

The firſt week of my arrival I imagined 
that the perſonages who drove ſo furiouſ- 
ly through the fireets, were haſtening to 
ſet ſome priſoner at liberty, or to ſave the 
life of ſome miſerable mortal. I was ta- 

| ken for an idiot, entirely unacquainted 
With the polite world, and at length un- 
derſtood that nobody travelled quicker in 
Paris than thoſe who had nothing to do. 
Scarcely was. 1 preſented at the houſe of a 
ſinancier, where there was a large compa- 
ny, before every one began to examine 
me very ſtrictly, and each, addreſſing his | 
neighbour, aſked whence I came, what 
was my name, and when 1 intended to 
depart. I overheard al this diſcourſe, 


and 


* 128 7 


and was 5 of opinion that euriofity might 
have remitted theſe queſtions to a future 
5 day. But I was informed that French 
Vivacity did not admit of ſuch delays, 
Wdich were conſiſtent only with the ge- 


nmius of a Dutchman, who ſeldom gives 


his anſwer till ſeveral days after a queſti- 
on has been referred to him. Gaming 
is here more temperate than might be 
imagined. Except at ſeveral tennis- 
court, tolerated at Paris, there is no 
ruinous play. 
It is credible with had an. 3 air a 
0 jor of-faſhion addreſſes himſelf to a wo- 
man of quality. Le attends her toilet 
in the moſt ſtovenly dreſs, for which he 
he makes no apology but a bow or a caper, 
dieclaring that he is a warm admirer of 
Engliſh cuſtoms. Were our countrymen 
to viſit Paris for a hundred years ſucceſ- 
ſively, I fear they would never be able to 
introduce the faſhions of India. We have 
nevertheleſs our petits-maitres who are 
fond of appearing to be. whimſical, and ' 
would rather die than part with their ſin- 
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gularities. It; is „ theſs 2s with a/pret- 
ty woman with whom I lately entered in- 
to converſation, at a public aſſembly. “ I 
love my huſband, ſaid ſhe, merely becauſe 
Iwould be ſingular. Were it the faſhion _ 
for man and wife to live happily toge- 
ther, I ſhould abſolutely hate him. 1 
have no pleaſure but in being original, 
and this leſſon I learnt from my mother, 
who could not endure me becauſe her 
neighbours loved their children. Her life 
was a inn, e common 118 
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wal madd f e, aud not ahi? 

- The:poſtis/going, I have 3 | 
1 time to tell thee that Paris is to me 
moſt inſupportable, When I think of the 
great diſtance ar which i it Places us OW 
each other. +: 1 WT: 5 125 73 3  $4101iB3 15 £35 £8: 
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ret een 


ar HA D,. laſt, ad a ens 


that 1: ſhould ſhortly learn ſome tidings 


reſpecting thee, and this morning I re- 
ceived a, letter written with thy own 


hand. I pr eſſed the precious ſignature 
k 0 mY lips, and my heart leaped for joy. 


Jam APP to find that my ſlaves hear- | 


ken to thy precepts. as if they came from 
my ps, and that they take delight in 
5 ſerving g thee faithfully... The. religion by. 
1 7 N they are inſpired contributes to 
this end. An opinion, however, that is 


not admitted by many arrogant ſpirits 
_ that, are found 1 in Paris. They are deſi- 


rous of being their on god, imagining 


there is no other, and that this immenſe 
a univerſe has. ars exiſted, | In ſhort, 


1 
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my dear Solima, they rob. the ſupreme 
Being of his eſſence, and beſtow his di- 


vine qualities upon wood, ſtones, ſand; 


inſects, reptiles, and other inſenſible things BY, 


of which nature is compoſed. 


of families, and the peace of nations. 


Ex 


The Alcoran condemns all who adore 
not the eternal ; and that eternal will 
himſelf condemn them beyond all re- 
demption. Let my children, I conjure. 
thee, feed: inceſſantly upon that divine 
morality which occaſions the kappiries | 


2 


Be particularly attentive to the educa. 
tion of my niece, for-the has much need 


of counſel. I am acquainted with her 
admirer, who is endued with good ſenſe, 
a quality. far ſuperior to wit: He like. 
wiſe poſſeſſes an excellent heart, which I - 
eſteem beyond riches. ' He is ſaid to be 


no talker—Alas ! ſo much the better; his 


ps will be the ſeal of circumipe@ion. 


He had an earneſt defire to be the com. 
panion of my travels, but he was unhap- : 
pily born without a taſte for the ſciences, TL 


Ai is indiſpenſably⸗ neceſſary to all 


who 2 an 


DD 


— 
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5 travel for improvement. Beſides he 
is naturally idle, and he who traverſes 


the world has occaſion for activity. I 


ſhall reſerve my promiſed diſcription of 


the charms of Paris till my return. The 


French method of building and lodging 
will appear ſo different from ours, that 
thou wilt ſuppoſe me to be juſt returned 


from that new works which we are to vi- 
fit after death. | 


Kiſs the PLE on my account, Re) : 


be perſuaded that my heart has not been 
wounded by thoſe females of all complec- 


tions that I ſce in this city. Neriſa has 


written to me a moſt furious letter · 
May heaven torgive her! As for myſelf 
Il can eaſily pardon a wife that is vicious 
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1 WAS in the midſt of 2 numerous 
: Fatty when the ſon arrived from college, 
where he had been conſined from the age 

of five years. He was now fifteen; and 

his father, who had not ſeen him ſince he 
was a. child, deſired me, for a moment, 
td be his repreſentative. I ed 
my part with ſuch ſucceſs that the young 
ſcholar ſprang forward, caught me round 
the neck, called me his papa, and diſco- 
vered a thouſand proofs of his affection. 

It is the blood within you that ſpeaks, 

ſaid ſomebody to him, and he ftrongly 

believed the aſſertion. Even when he 
was informed of the pleaſantry, and 


_ . when the real father declared himfelf he 


rejected him, and remaining till attach- 


1 


Ca 3 


ed to me, paid no regard to the man 


from whom he had received his being. 


After ſuch an adventure I will not be- 
lieve that children, ſo early removed 
from the paternal dwelling, can entertain 
a proper affection for their parents. They 
contract a habit of neglect that continues 


through life. Doth not thy heart revolt 


from ſuch a ridiculous cuſtom? T o have 
children, and never to ſee them is the 


ſame thing as to have no children at all. 


Mothers, here, cannot endure their 
daughters when they begin to be women, 


' and fathers ſend away their ſons becauſe, 
in their preſence, they cannot give a looſe 
to their accuſtomed licentiouſneſa. Thus 
on all hands love ſubſiſts only in appear- 


ance. This, however, is not the only 


inconvenience that reſults from ſo filly a . 


practice. 


At the end of 1598 years, the pre- 


ſumptive heir of a diſtinguiſhed family, 
 —who had been exiled to the cottage of 


2 nurſe that lived at a conſiderable diſ- 


dance, and had not ws ſeen ſince the 


A \ 


moment 


# 


oy 


2 


( fas: Þ: 


moment | of his birth, —was- 3 hack 
to his parents. He was eagerly careſſed, 
and it was found that his features bore a 
ſtriking reſemblance to thoſe of his father 
and mother. A hundred viſitors came eve- 
ry day to embrace him, and to repeat this 
agreeable truth, till it was at length 
found out that the dear creature was a 
ſuppoſititious child, and that the genuine 
heir preſumptive had been dead for m_ 
than ſeven months. x 
Such miſtakes are nubappity: bas too 
frequent. A fine lady would fall 
into a {ſwoon if her lap-· dog were to be 
ſtolen; but the loſs of a child would be 
leſs diſtreſſing to her than the loſs of a 
piece of muſlin, or the win ne of a 
new play | „ 
Children 1 the Coating at thoit, 
| Parents.——Scarce are they arrived at 
their teens before they are deſirous of he- 
coming their own maſters, and of being 
able to ſquander their fortunes without: - 
countroul. Nothing can be more agree- 
able, ſaid one of theſe young men, than 
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to ſee one's whole kindred annihilated, 
and to have the pleaſure of ſaying, My 


late father, my late brother, my late un- 


ele, my late ſiſter, my late family.“ Such 
are the diſpoſitions we form when we ſee 

our children but once a; year, and even 
then take pains to quarrel with them. 
Every thing relative to education is car- 


an indecent familiarity or the moſt rigid 


indifference takes place between the fa- 


ther and the ſon. Thy ſoul would ſhrink 


back at the ſight of ſuch diſorders. A 


parent ought inceſſantly to renew his ex- 


iſtence in the hearts of his children, by 


an aſſiduity to ſee them, to follow their 


wanderings, to communicate to them his 
views, his taſtes, his inclinations, and his 
 virtues—provided that he has any, for 


this does not always follow. The pater- 


nal dwelling would then attract i imitation. 


Should it, however, continue to reſem- 
ble the houſes I have already ſcen, the 


h are filled with cor- 


rupt prints, and pernicious publications, 


it FA be Sue Leer to keep cadre at 
; „„ 
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home, _ at the fame time preſerve 


them from vice, Here you meet with 


an unnatural mother that cannot abide 


the ſight of her daughter; there a co- 
- quet that has legions of lovers ; here a 
father who conſumes whole nights at the 
gaming table; there an atheiſt who 
blaſphemes without ceſſation, What a 


| fine Wee of imitation —I ſnudder at 
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A GENTLEMAN poſſeſſed ith che 


evil ſpirit of Book. gathering, — for there are 


in this country, men of letters who buy 
books upon books, and who are regard- 


leſs of price when they meet with a rare 


publication. —accidentally | met with a 


work written in a language abſolutely 


unknown. He aſſembled the acade- 
micians, and moſt learned men that were 


to be found in Paris, but not one of 


them could underſtand the idiom of 


this new tongue. The book conſequent- 
Iy paſſes for A treaſure. Iris guarded as 
a relic, and every ſtranger, that arrives is 
1 invited to ſee the precious volume. While 


eas R was at a loſs, and each rea- 
e ſoned 


6230 


| ned | in his own way 1 ſuch E 
phenomenon, 2 farmer arrived from the 
inward receſſes of Britanny. He waited 
upon our amateur to ſettle ſome matters 
relative to his eſtates in that province, 
and obſerving the book in his hand, ex- 
claimed I would never have believed 
that a gentleman, like your honour, 
could have found any amuſement. in the 
reading of ſuch idle matter.“ What do 
you mean cried the amateur, Baſtily. 
That it is à bock that contains 17 ic 
but ſilly and nonſenſical tales, written in 
the language of Tower | Britanny, ane 
which originally coſt but three pence!” | 


18 it” poſſible? cried the ſcholar, ex- © ex. 


tremely mortified. 


W Will convince! you of my allertion 
in a moment, replied the countryman, by 
reading it from one end to the other. 


ee” 


; 


This hiſtory has afforded much amuſe, | 


ment to the Pariſians, and it will ſerve 
to convince thee hat men's extravagan- | 
cies often throw them i into, the moſt ridi- 
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eulous Rfustiens; : and that bau 


are always diveſted of reaſon. Blunders 
and frauds have been common to books 
ever fince the invention of printing.— 
The moſt learned are deceived in this re. 


ſpect, when they are not upon their 
guard. N is the ſame with pictures, 
which: are fold even to connoiſſeurs for 
originals, but are at length found to be 
only copies. How blind is enthuſiaſm ! 


A nobleman builds A library for. the 
fame Purpoſe as he builds a green-houſe, 


that is to fay, he never enters its doors. 


2 He ſends. for a bookſeller and defires him 
to furniſh it with the neweſt publicati- 
ons, at a wholeſale price. The books 
are ſent, and the bookſeller is obliged to 
give credit, becauſe be has fold them to 
| a lord. CEL 5 
* have not yet Tack to 1 of thoſe | 
E women of the town whom libertiniſm, - 
and not love, attaches to a moſt dreadful 
1 profeſſion. They are numerous as the lo- 
ons LAT Luk Indian fields, and, like them, 


feed 


* 


—— 
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ed upon every thing chat [PREY are able 
to devour. Inſtead of being confined to 
a particular. quarter, as in Rome, Am- 


A 


ſterdam, and many other places, they 5 
are ſuffered to range at liberty: . 


licentious is their behaviour that. they 


, ſtop almoſt every, paſſenger, whom they. 
meet. Their. attempts, however, are not 5 
always crowned. with ſucceſs. . The man 
without money, the ſick and the dif ; 
55 appointed man, the man Of auf. 8 


tere manners, and the man of buſineſs, 


do. not readily liſten to their enticements, 1 15 
but are more ready to beat than to follow 5 
them. The ſhameful liberty. they enjoy. 

is indeed repaid with intereſt. Delivered TH 
"up to the deſpotiſm of the 'governeſſes v who. 


lodge and board them, to the caprice | 


bentinels, who arreſtand throw them 1 in- 2, 
to priſon, to the brutality of their em- 


ployers, Who treat them with every in- 


dignity, in ſhort, having no proſ- ay 
15 before them but the horrors of an | 
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ble that! can be well W There 
is not one of them who does not curſe 
her fate, and who would not quit her 
profeſſion if a habit of idleneſs did not 

| counteratt her deſires. 
Their unbridled licentiouſneſs end 
actas an antidote to love, if paſſion were 
gifted with reaſon. Thoſe who are only 
halflibertines are inſpired with horror at 
ſuch licentiouſneſs, the victims of which 


are principally young men without experi- 


ence, and aged ſinners, whoſe Fyſtem | 15 2g | 


die in the boſom of debauchery. - 


Perhaps it would be no difficult matter 


bes 


to recal theſe females to the paths of vir 


tue, efpecially if we were to treat them 
t v Take the followin 8 as an 
inſtance:——A' ducheſs, coming out of 
church, attempted to convert one of theſe _ 


unhappy girls, by offering her ſome luc. 


8 tral Water, Which the chriſtians call | 


holy Water. . The interdicted wretch 
| ſtarted b back. rards and exclaimed, Alas! 


madam, e do not Enow me. '—After 


* 4 * 4 


DE a fer 


n 


a fo Wurde had paſſed, the x was | difired 
to repair to the hotel of the ducheſs. 
She obeyed the ſummons, overwhelmed 


With tears, nor could the lady herſelf re- 
fram from weeping. Her converſion” 


was the conſequence of the interview. 
She became at length a model of pru- 


tyrant, and ſhe lived in debauchery be- "2 
cauſe ſhe could not live in. any other W 


dence, and it was found out that ſhe was 


a young lady of condition, the daughter 
of a captain in the army. An officer had 
run away with her when ſhe was but four- 


teen years old, and having ſquandred all 
His money, had left her to take methods 


for her own ſafety; neceſſity became her 


The ducheſs, a few years afterwards, 


gave her a portion, and procured her a. 


huſband; and I have been 3 | 


that ſhe is at this moment 2 moſt excel- 


lent mother of a family; that ſhe loves 
her huſband, and educates her children Ig 
in all the principles of religion 


1 


There are houſes in Paris bounded for ü 5 
theſe ed victims of f libertiniſm, and 
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well as bad; for both the one and the 
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corrector. 
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Thus I 
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by no means the worſt eſtabliſh- 
.. Gentleneſs is always the moſt 
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they are 
is, 
cacious 


me! 


ſalutary 
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T RECEIVE my infiruRtipis from 
Afar, and they are more dear to me 
when I recollect that they have travelled 
from Paris to the Indies. It hath been 


laid that I have not taken the ſhorteſt 


road, ] have nevertheleſs choſen that 


which is moſt pleafing to my heart, and 


moſt uſeful to my intellectual powers. 


I ſhall have gone through a courſe f 
\{tudies in the capital of France, without 
ever having been within its walls. I claſs _ 
thy letters in a regular diſpoſition as 1 
ought · to receive them, not according to 
their arrival; for the winds will not ſub- 
ject themſelves to chrono logical order. 


They « often brin 8. me old dates before new. 


J 
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general. 
more than the Pariſ 
Nate of ignorance. 

gain advantage from 
well as other nations, and if he has ſo long 
continued a bar it is not his 7 4.4 


the fault 


2 


I am overwhelmed with my wives as ſoon 
as I receive thy epiſtles, and ſo eager are 
from thy pleaſing informa- 
tion, that our correſpondence becomes 
The Indian is not born, any 
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+ Nate. , In a word, they may be called 
- | honourable unſerviceables, except when. they ws f 
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AN 2 reeable circumſtance. "brought 
me into converſation with one of thoſe 
; amphibious. beings... at are called com- 
mendatory abbes, Who often regie , 
hundred thouſand, livres yearly, as a re-. 
compenſe for ſerving neither church nor 


throw part of their fortunes into the 
boſom of an indigent family, which. is e 
* Ee cale..... FFA 
The abbe of whom 1 am Wee al: 


though gaudy, as the. buttez 
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with the bee of a comertain 


with an Indian. 

Tam, ſaid 5 Abe Fg LP 
ble candour, the cadet of an ancient fa- 
mily. Gifted neither with ſcience nor 
conduct, I am provie 


t! 


| Ne and to e tap 2 Fogel: All 


rant of the Shooting e ene = my 


thinking that the forty thouſand crowns 


which I receive at the end of every year, 


| would give happineſs to an hundred in- 
dividuals whoſe: exiſtence is à thouſand 


times more neceſſary than mine. I laugh, 


8 inſtance, whenever we are called the 
firſt order of che ſtate; we, Who, ac- 
cording to our evangelical inſtitution, 
ought to know no order but the order 


of humility; we, to whom the ſupreme 
declared that it- 


| law. giver has For: 1: 1 
| ſhould not be with us as with the 5 
1 of | nations 3 3. that we ſhould govern no 


- DT with infolence; that. we ſhould ne- 
oO It Dy 5 ver 


-d with à title, by. 
which 1 am authoxiſed to make my heart 
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ver 1 tho title af maſtins that: we: H 
ſhould poſſeſs neither gold nor filver ; bun 
that we ought. to content ourſelves with. _ 
a ſtaff in our hands, and 25 lirtle cen, 
tributions of the charitable.” TOURED fd. 

But the ſovereigns of the WA 656 
150 have accorded theſe Prerokatives 10 to 
the clergy, out of reſpect to religion. 

« Then, ſir, their reſpect has. avs. 
1 applied. Religion is never 
more venerable than when her miniſters 
are as poor as the Meſſiah, Who had not 


Where to lay his head, as he himſelf in- 


forms us. Formerly 2 85 were not as 
lowed 180 accept -of: NONC ars, but were 
compelled to adhere er to the title 
_ whichis given to the Pope, the only ti- 
tle indeed that ſtrictly belongs to him 


The ſervant, of ſervants-:.: Who can re- 
frain from laught 


Rome, to ſee that very man ſerved in 
the moſt magnificent manner, and in the 
boſom of the moſt ſplendid pomp, . 
_ ought to ſer ve all the world! I have vv 
W n a have e been E 


ee Is TR .1991 opinion 


4. 0 95 


10 that ſtrangers who'kiſs the toe of 
his tholinefs, have a better claim to the 
- appellation of ſervants" e ſervants, than 
he who is attended by domeſtics of alt 
Yenoraſnations, habited in gold lace.“ 

I could not refrain from klvtiog't to 
"i abbe that 1 ſhould not have ſuſpect- 
ed him of ſpeaking ſo Wa e 
the intereſts of the clergy. 
den Melt AGED ee oy ow Ne he” 
15 contrary, he replied :=a'regard for their 
real welfare and true glory has induced 
me to advance theſe opinions. The cler- 

will never be more formidable or bet- 
ter reſpected than when they ſhall poſſeſs 
no patrin ony but that of the apoſtles, 
0 Hved'upon charity, and the Hbour 
. of their hands z than When they ſhalt 
ceaſe to interfere in Tecular affairs, and 
ſh them elves from every aſſembly 
intereſt is, in the leaſt, concerned. 
Ik rhis be the cafe, faick Y 'you ought - 
5 10 Ut your abbey, pro re A linen br 2 
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$6, Truly E eee bestes RY” 4 
at + preſe t——but, in the mean while, 1 


Teese truth, and that is always : | 


ſomething. I have an uncle, a biſhop, 
Whois a good man, but who abhors me 
hen 1 ſupport my favourite theſis, He 


imagines that temporal poſtaffons are a. 


tached ta religion, and that it is his 
duty to permit his throat to be cut ra- 
ther than ſuffer it to utter 4 mt, 15 
opinion. Vet Jeſus Chriſt; has faid, . If 
'a man demands JOHF? d6cse, give bim 2 
| n cloak allo,” "a4 HE»: ar 
-. 1: , e , you. make, S; 800d 
2 uk of your income e Jap 
Nothing very e 
5 though. convinced that J am doing wrong, 
I permit myſelf to be led away; and 
8 really, with my hair dreſſed and powdered 
in all the elegance of the faſhion, my rea- 
ſons have more weight than if I were 
meanly clothed. In the latter caſe 1 
| pany he, ſaid that I was; an idiot whoſe 
brain had been turned by dev. tion — 
at f hag my auditors exclaim * What | 


0 252 P 5 


he ſys muſt certainly bs ths; fince he- 

s forced to make confeſſions fo incompa- 

tible with his conduct. As to the reſt, 

here I am, and like the Janſeniſts, I wait 

bps prevailing. yen INE purpoſe oof 
ng converted.” 

_ abbe paid me many compliments: 


reſpetion our ambaſſadors, whom he had- 
viſited, and our nation, which he appear- 
ed to hold in great eſteem.. From the an- 
ſwers 1 gave . him, be obſerved that F. 


had read other books. beſides the Alcoran.. . 


 Treturned to a company that 1 had left 
at the game of billiards. Each was giv- 
ing his opinion upon an event of Which. 
almoſt all preſent had been eye witneſſes, 
but there were not two of theſe opinions 
alike. One denied what another ailirm- 


ed. A man diſpoſed to bet Againſt | 


thoſe who: pretend to have witneſſed facts, 


would here win many wagers. Hence 
. you: may judge of the truth of* hiſtory. 3 
*  Falſchood will always be heaped upon 


1 


' falſehood,—except when I make a Ges. 
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| Heart, ſtill beats high Imagine to I: 
yourſelf immenſe courts and halls, an i- 
numerable crowd of people of all ages — 
and conditions, clapping. of hands and vu 
outs of joy, A flux and . 
reflux of ſp Gators preſſing and preſſed ; 
And in the midſt of all this tumult, 
formed by rapture, and, ſentiment, ma-. | 
giſtrates, dukes, peers, and predates, be., 
netrating to the ſanctuary of juſtice, ane 15 
| ſurrounded v with, acclamations.. The: Par- 
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| Hament returned, while the noiſe of les. 
and 1 drums, and the cries, of * 6 Jong live. 
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20 bh all the palace. The people ſhook 
hands and embraced, as if it RG erty '2 at 
the concluſion of a civil war. 
It was indeed time that ſuch a celebra- 
tion ſhould arrive. The people, driven 
| almoſt to madneſs by a total ceſſation of 
jiuſtice for the laſt ſive months, were pr 
5 pared for the commiſſion of every exceſs. 
The were pacifed only by placing their 
conſidence in the bounty of the king, 
who loves a good action from the bottom 
of his ſoul, and always redreſſes wrongs, 
the: Very moment he is acquainted: With 
them. Were it poſſible, the miniſters of 
3 ſovereign ought to deſcend from the 
| Kiesz"they would ien be without f. 
in a word, without every thing that de-. 
baſes men in place, and renders them the f 
objects of public indignation. © We have 
been overflowed' with fatires vp pon this 2 
ſubject for theſe three months pate, but 
as by good fortune I have never peruſed 
| al or them, I cannot fpeak as to their 
Haba e is given for ſtanzas, 
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n 
burleſque comedies, memoirs, and ſongs, 


that are all forgotten in | leſs than a. 
month. Poetry is more capable of ad- 

mitting all poſſible forms aud. ſhapes, ei- 
pecially on miſchievous ſubjects, than aux 
other ſpecies. of compoſition-. When 
themes are given out, poets and verſes 
ſpring up from all parts, and every man 
you meet produces an epigram, or a ſa- 
tire; which is rendered ſupportable only 125 
by being well timed. Thou findeſt that I 
talk to, thee upon this ſubject as upon 
many others, merely from what I have 
heard. What am I but a poor wanderer, 


. a ſavage, born at the diſtance; of 6000 


| leagues: from this city I am only the 
echo of other men's opinions. Thus 
much, however, 1 is certain xhere is not 
a young man in Paris who does not make 
verſes, and he would be. unreaſonable i in- 
deed that ſhould expect ſuch trifles to be 
equal with the works of a maſter. Be- 
ſides, they are only intended for the 
amuſement of A moment; and, like a 
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noſegay that i is given A a 1 they 
generally die with the day of feſtivity. 


We Indians ſhould find it difficult. to- 


invent theſe little nothings. Our lan- 
guage and climate are incompatible with. 
ſuch a ſpecies of writing, French poetry, 
ſaid an Italian to me, a few days ago, is 
Hke thoſe little flower-borders that fur- 
round magnificent plantations. I wiſh 
nevertheleſs that I were an adept in it: 
then could I tell thee, with all the gaiety 
of a Pariſian, how truly Lam friend. 
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formed by three eee Fn return 
ed from. London, that they had viſited 


Cambridge and York, but had ſet fire to- | 


Oxford,—burſt into a. violent rage 
< How, Oxford! they cried, is that once: 
ſuperb.univerſity no more than à beap of. 
ruins? and have you the audacity to boaſt: 
to us of your deteſtable-exploit. - Chooſe,, 
inſtantly, ſwords or piſtols; for, by all 
that is ſacred, we: will waſh the affront 5 
in your blood. In vain they were told 
that the word: Habs. which the eee 
men had made uſe of, ſigniſied in one of 


* 


* 


its acceptations to conſume with fire, yet in 
the preſent 1nftance, it meant fimply nt 
to enter a town. Being entirely ignorant 
of ſuch language, they drew their ſwords | 
and threw themſelves i into an attitude of 
defence. In ſuch a ſituation, the French- 
men could not remain inactive. Both 
parties began to truſt with the utmoſt ve- 
hemence; and after a lon ſtruggle, three 
of the combatants fell dead ee the 
r ))) Alnalt Tani? 2199: 
Thus a fatal einen; produ d 5 
the equivocal meaning of A ſingle word. 
Dur lives ate always ſufficiently uncer- 
tain, and ae an __ thould, at | 


almoſt proves to me ener Sachs - 


© fibhed for travellers; and-thety!if à man 


5 4 be willing to Bre häppily, he muſt conti. 
| nue xed to his nutive ſoil. Of courſe 1 
con ethn Ir yic of, for mine i is but a Bor- . 


(i 250 ) 


tive country, I am lo; enabled to an 
the ſky, the ſtars, che ſun, my own; on 
the contrary, in a ſtrange land, even the 
light by which Iam directed, appears not 
to belong to me: hence we give the pre- 
0 ference to our houſehold gods. 
The more 1 travel, the greater is my 
love to my country. Oh what delight 
ſhall 1 take in ſurveying the ſpot where 
I; paſſed, my earlieſt days! Even in the 
tears that 1 ſhall ſhed over the tombs of | 
my anceſtors, I ſhall find a pleaſing ſa- 
tis faction. It will ſeem to me as if they 15 
' were, but half deceaſed, whereas, now li! 
am deprived of the happineſs of killing... 
"4 their aſhes, they appear to be annihilated- 
The trees, the rocks, the mountains, for- 15 
A won the wing, of 0 our 8 re- 


1 


888 7 : 


e 8 r then. 0 ty 1 NF 
93 if all lus be endued with ſentiment, 
as ſome philoſophers have aſſerted, they - 
will be ſenſible of this mark a V re- 
mettibrance.” Adieu- eee 
«4 $1 6 (45 LY „„ LETTER 
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ON E of 58 wives + bak 9 3 
me a daughter, beautiful as a ſunbeam. 
Her eyes are the eyes of innocence, her 
geſtures the e Aan, of ſentiment, her 


breath the perfume of roſes. It would 
be impoſlible for me to number the / kiſſes | 


that my mouth hath layiſhed upon her. 
| Little, being, ſaid I, in the tranſports ß 1 
the mot, ardent love, pxeſſir "Non az the: . 

my; rms, hat are the. 


wy ? Wilt. thou not live: beyond. the:: 
age of a flower, or will thy career: be as 
long as that of thy forefathers? Wile. 
tho 0 e . A Ik to poſſeſs, 
of: 1 5 ye or exiſt only for the the purpoſe vet 
of enjoying happineſs 7 Thou: art come 
into a world that is ſown with ſorrows, 
and inhabiteſt: a a body 8 to every miſ- 


fortune! j 


ft 6 


— . 


i 7261 | y 


9 oO! tender object of my af 
fections, mayeſt thou, every. year, in- 
creaſe in ſtature, ſo ſhalt thou ſecure my 
felecity, and thy own perfection. May 
thy little hands never be ſtretched forth, RF 
but to ſcatter liberalities; may thy eye- 1 
lids never be lifted but to view good e. 
amples; and may thy heart be deſirous 
of no wealth but that which paſſeth not 
away! mingle my exiſtence with thine - 
IH thou liveſt, I oz if i Tex” 
pire. Alas 4-431 13171 535 "#TL ina nc 
The mother of this charmin U ür as 
_ embraced" and” ſprinkled it with tears of 
| tenderneſs and Joy, for it is the firſt ' 
pledge of our love. HT could fend it to 2 
thee in a letter, and have it returned by © 
the-ſame'conveyance, and were it poſſible- 5 
for that letter to travel with the fwift- 
neſs of a bird that cuts the air with its 
wings, 1 would part with it, for æ mo- 
ment, that it might participate in thy em- 
braces. But, alas! theſe wiſhesare fruitleſs. 
News! news -I languiſh for news. 
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mirers, and laſtly, that ſhe would love 2 
ball- room better than a churck. 
An excellent woman, with whom am 
abolutely i in love, although ſhe has ſeen 
eighty years———for-women, here, never. 
grow old——has beſtowed upon me ma- 
ny marks of her friendſhip,” We often 
converſe together, and ſhe: has really. a 
wonderful memory, having read a great 
deal, ac borgetten nothing. Behold, 
ſaid the, ſhewing me her great grand- 
daughter, behold a little wretch who: 
would, one day, break the hearts of her 
parents if they were wiſe; but, as they 
5 will de e fools: than ſhe, they will 
4 liow her own inclinations, 
and: tht is nq-extravagance'that he „ 
not comtinit, in ordet to xetain her place, | 
on the liſt of gallantry. They will be 
pleaſed with her follies, and 88 _ 5 
nen ſhe does a reaſonable act. o 
] am often amuſed by her Rights) the 
of Had ed, büt I take care to hold her 
reaſon and honour in leading-ſtrings': — 


were theſe to ramble for a moment,” 73 
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: would procure 4 cord; When: 1 was A 
girl, I often received a box on the ear be- 
. cauſe my head and eyes ſwang backwards. 
and forwards like thoſe.of a Mandarin. or 
a chimney-picce; But ſhe contents herſelf i 
with no ſuch movement. She would fly, 
if it were poſſible to a promenade + + 
Lwill ſay no more. Virtue once eſcaped 
isnot eaſily recovered; Pity it is that ſome: 
neighbouring nation does not undertake” 
the education of our children. But which 
of them is equal to ſuch a taſk ? I Know 
not. This, however, I know, that in be- 
ing nurſed half naked; according to the 
WU Engliſh faſhion, they are accuſtomed to 
| immodeſty; Such an eſſect indeed was 
neither intended nor foreſeen; but we of. 
den commit e ns ao e oh to gl 
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Patra, Namie, and Boi, to ten. 


ö 3 


6 40 toe evince their e dee ee : 
with one accord, the ardour of their 
| love. When will thy lips, more beau- 
tiful than coral, be rivetted to ours? 


When wil Her mutual endete, fu 4 ov! 


"The her. 3 26-4 es bs 5 | 
palm: tree. The birds that ſat upon its 
branches mixed their ſongs with ours, 
and its pleaſant liquor moiſtened our 2 

with. its vivifying Havour. No—the 
Wine chat i is drunk by the chriffians- was 
never ſo rich as the nectar that we drank. 
together. Tears. of joy were, mingled 
with it, and we fipped down feli- 
city by turns. Thou wouldſt have been 

_ aſtoniſhed at bur filence, which was in- 

terrupted only when we talked. of thee. 


We expect a recital of a thouſand « curious 


things, when we get thee into our 2 
| n; 
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Von; for thou wilt make us acquainted 
with the cuſtoms of French- women, 
which are ſo often the fubjeRts of conver- 
Ation'; and inſtru& us in their method of 
walking, dancing, and living. Are they 
guided by love, or caprice? Do they 
| adore their huſbands? Are they adored 
in return? It is faid that they are not, 
Hike us, held in captivity ; that they are 
Juffered to range at pleaſure. At leaſt 
this is the account that is given in an old 
book which hath been tranſlated into 
Arabic, and which treats of their eſta - 
bliſhed manners. Are they as handſome 
as we? Do they bathe themſelves as: of- 
ten What a multitude of queſtions ! 


But how. wilt thou find; time to.anſwer 


them? thou that readeſt without inter- 
miſſion, that walkeſt ; in the ſame man- 
ner, and that {mokeſt thy Pips whillt. en- 1 s 
|  gaged in medit er 5 
Au! that this letter 8 75 put i into 
thy, ha hands by the angel that carries 
the meſſages of heaven It is à teſti- 
. of our e Adieu. v6, 
5 LETTER 
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time I receive thy letters. Not e 
treaſures of the Eaſt, immenſe a5 


cruel abſence I deſcend into my own 
and there I am ſure of finding thee.” It! is 
er 5 by + rok? 
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ſhall be once more united? I will relate. ; 


to thee all I have ſeen, and 


intereſted in the narrative. Wilt thou — 
when I tell thee that Paris 


aims 


e 


5 ass J2. 


EIS be: a6 „a world; and wilt thou not 
Tejoice when I undettae to analize that 
world, in order to inſtruct t 25 to its 

"raſtes, its pleaſures; its follies, its advene 
2ures, its yices, its virtues#avhew Pit 

form these of the Hidictf6us marriages that 
are there celebrted, the filly books' that 

are compoſec che ſingular comedies chat 
are performed? Wien F/give thee a juſt 
idewof themerhod in which F are 


: whoſs e Ana will de 
geen Kae bebte geg cer 


ick ae n profit unknown 
the vaſt track of os. Sore Ay * 
will my narratives appear, that thou wilt 
believe them to be either dreams or fa- 
"bles4 + and yet I ſwear before hand, by the 
Holy Alcoran, that they are founded in 
f truth. No * can create pleaſant ad- 
5 ; ventures 


q a 


10 


- ye Ins 


ventures ſo well as the French. None but 


they can ſing in the boſom of misfortune, 


and almoſt render ſorrow agreeable ;— 
none but they can make even; 'their faults 
appear amiable... 


When Heaven. 1 e 


us, I ſhall have an incredible number of 
ſtories to relate and to read to thee. With- 
out them what would be our converſa- 
tion? The charms of familiar diſcourſe 


are not eee by Indians that He eſs | 


Mos vou res united in eee 


may there be among 8 Ts but one plant; 


tremble, by zelling,; as that, 1 ſhall be 
terrible, at _ return if t 


read; a new amen whichis-Gid to be pre. 
fondly rien! a io. ber ay 
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| FRANCE is actually PS 3 
ing criſis with regard to ready money; 
andi this is often the caſe uthè the moſt 
llouriſhing empires. | Relying; too much 
upon their ſtrength, they find themſelves 


n 


where there are immenſe poſſeſſions, there - 
are great reſources; and have thought. 
in particular, by means of which I 
could procure a ſeat among the miniſtry, 
if I were addicted to enterprize. I com- 
municated it, lately, to a ſinancier “ It 
is beyond a doubt, Monſicur, ſaid I, that 
among twenty four millions of inhabitants, 
the an contains at leaſt three hun- 
15 dred 
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dred thouſand miſers. The greater part 


of theſe do not ſpend one eighth part of 
their income; by ſeizing, therefore, what 
they keep 1 in reſerve, you would neither 
diminiſli their ſubſiſtence, nor alter their 
manner of living. 4-would- have an exact 


liſt taken of theſe ſingular men, who, 


ſhould be claſſed agreeably to their wealth, 
which might be aſcertained without much 
difficulty. A perſon, for inſtance, whoſe 


revenue is four ſcore thouſand livres, and 


vho ſpends but ſix thouſand; ſhould re- 


tain the latter ſum, and be obliged to for- 


get the remainder. His heirs would not 
be injured, becauſe the prineipal would, 


2 . 
N. £277 FS; © .. & 3 Ex L. * 10 Fo #67 r 
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und might be ballecter wich world: 


come epportuneby enough to the relief of 
the ſtate. It is hardly credible how ava-- 
rice is increaſed, and to uchat an exceſs it 


is carried. I have been aſſured that a man 
exceedingly rich, who occupied apart- 


ments in the houſe of a tradeſman, with 


whom he lived in habits of ere 


1 4: | denen 


* 9 2 


| delved; every morning, into che kit- 
chen, 


than, with a ſyriuge which he had orc ler 
ed to be made in the form of a walking- 


cane, he dexterouſly ſtele 2 ſufficient 
5 10 


quantity of ſoup for his breakfaſt 
he always ate in private. 2201 N U 
FExcleſiaſtics are particularly attached 
tos this ſordid; vice arif; God, were in- 


"= 3 nat 


- | [lined to puniſhi them for holding bene- 


toes againſt his will. Let us return tl 


to our prophet for preſerxing 5Ug from | 
this dreadful wickedneſs. If men n;really 


underſtood: their;own;intereſts, both with 


reipect to this world.and: the 
would exerciſe thęemſelyes in 


let, they 


de 3 * * % 


aus man are held in deriſion, while the 
vices of him who gives with a ſmiling 
countenance, are excuſed. If the great 


really wiſh to follow their own inclinati- 
ons with impunity, ſaid a wiſe man, a 


few gs. ago, let them ſcatter liberalities. 
A oman 


— 


under colour of ſpeaking to the 
cook but no ſooner was his back turned 
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of bene. 


ſicence. The very virtues of the avarici- 
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A woman lately died in this city-who 


Fal been a beggar all her life-time. . She 
had deſired with much earneſtneſs [that 
lie might be interred in a tattered. _ 
which the particulariſed; and which, on 


being produced'was\found-to len] 


ingly wei, It was examined, un- 
ſewed, in ſhort—ivwias! lined with gold! 
The unhappy” wretch had indulged a 
ift that her money might '20company 


er to Her“ Coffin — äs, ll. 
more! Mibeking, ile bad been ranket 


among the poor; and had eaten of der 


beat III II Darn ly bas ids, 20s: 


I have not ſtrength to Allethabmbese 
a -my ſenſes | 


1 Adieu. M907 . Cg. 
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100) HO aſkeſt me what is that which 
is called at Faris C/eſprit du jour To ſa- 
lisfy thec is no diſicult matter It is a 
ſort of wit chat attempis to brighten ideas, 
and which, like à will o 'the wiſp, glances 
upon things almoſt without touching 
them; or rather, it is like thoſe ſparks 
that dazzle for a moment and then diſ- 

ene, leaving no track behind. 

Some authors have compared it it to the 
ſpray of the ſea, which riſes in the air, 
and falls in a manner almoſt 'impercepti- 
ble. Others have likened it to the flight 
1 . a dener, 1 en an flower to 
flower, 


( 27 5 ; ) ; 


lower, without adhering to the one or 
the other. This wit is che ſcourge of 
learned men, and the torment of ſociety. 
It has no tendency to ſerious matters. 
Should it attempt to diſcuſs, it touches 
them but ſlightly, or gets clear of them 
ment. It iy pleaſed with faſhionable con- 
_ verſations; particularly among the ladies; 


becauſe it can amuſe them with trifles and - 


exhauſted, but it has the art of repeating 
the ſame thing, ſo as to make it appear 
different. In the morning it is employed 
in filching thoughts from ingenious 
books; and theſe very thoughts it appro- 
priates to itſelf in the afternoon. It is 
called Leſprit du jour becauſe it changes 
according to the faſt. ons. in ſhort, it is 
4a nne 1 turns Pw "v7 
ind. is 
A t heh 3 EE 2 _ 
| ons between Good Senfe and L'eſprit 
du jour, in which they ſtrenuouſſy con- 
tended for their reſpective rights. It wa; 
7 175 dedicated 
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dedicated to a counteſs, who, when the 
work was preſented to her, tore it into 
a thouſand pieces. « Good ſenſe, ſaid 
ſhe, rendered the ſociety of my father 
and mother ſo heavy and melancholy that 
they both died witheut ever having laugh - 
ed. This was the more to be lamented 
becauſe. we are not ſure that we ſhall laugh 
in the other world; and without doubt 
we ought to take theft eee 
PE fi Adieu. 
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DAN While T was lentedl on 
the banks of dhe Seine river that ma 
well be proud of watering the ſineſt city 


in the world I reflected on the multitude 


of events that have occurred ſince it ſirſt 


_ gided majeſtically along. Its waves, faid | 


I to myſelf, are images of the different 


reigns that have fometimes tormented 


France, and at other times rejoiced her. 
Thoſe; like inundations, occaſioned no- 


15 thing but ruin and devaſtation; 0 theſe, | 
Hike vivifying waters fertilized the Toil. 


I obſerved with an attentive eye, thoſe 


_ bitle Whirlpools that were formed in an : 
. and hurried away by the ſtream, 


E + _ .- without 


it 20 


without leaving any trace to ſhew where 
they had been. This moving picture 
warned me of the rapidity of our years, 
which paſs on till they are loſt in the 
gulph of eternity, in the ſame manner as 
rivers precipitate themſelves i into the ſea. 
Whence comes time, that inſenſibly 
deſtroys us? Whither does it return ? 
Exhauſting itſelf imperceptibly, and re- 
_newing its exiſtence in ſimilar way, it re- 
mains a myſtery that we cannot unfold. 
The new century that advances is nearer 
to us than yeſterday :—the one will exiſt, 
the other is no more. I never hear the 
clock ſtrike without regarding the ſtroke 
as a diminution of myſelf. * Another 
hour is taken from my life!“ I forrow- 
fully cry. At length, however, I con- 
ſole myſelf by reflefting that, through 
| good works and uſeful books, we may, 
in our turn, ſnatch ſomething back from 
time, that robs us of Our all. He Wears 
away mighty rocks, ſaid one: of. our phi- 
loſopbers, but he is able to conſume nei- 


N 1 ſoul nor our virtue. I may =y 


the ſame with regard to my friend ip. 1 


defy him to make the leaſt breach in it, 


is unchangeable, 


"cauſe, unlike love, it depends neither on. 


uty, that fades; on fortune, that va- 
ries; nor on yout 1 
away. bs i FI SER TA” EH 9 


1, that quickly paſſes 
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0 WII 4 eee na- 
ture what lovelineſs : Theſe were tlie 
7 *exdlarnations 1 made, in quitting a charm- | 
ing woman with Whom Thad paſſed ſeve- 
ral days in the country. Her diſpofition, 
4 9 as Her gardens which left no ſenſe 
aified, diffuſe chrough the family 
Up = bra heerfulneſs that pervaded every 
; boſom. Het ga gaiety Was reflected even 
upon the e countenance- of her domeſtics. 
"FI Was Tüminating, in à retired walk, 


„ 


upon the good effects that flow from the 


H 4 


= ample of an "amiable woman, engaged 
; matt | acts of philanthropy, hen the mater 
2 f 855 houſe accidentally joined me. My 
kr care © being to extol the'Tharmas of his. 
„ _ hadys 


* 2 
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* ö 8 


75 2 3 * 
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lady, he interrupted me as follows. 
During the firſt years of my marriage 
1 found myſelf the moſt wretched of be- 
ings. I choſe a wife, well born, exceed- 
_ ingly rich, and beautiful as the ſtar of the 
morning. Still I ſhould have periſhed 
with e beg; not e TOUT. forages, e 
ſionate. S * 
+,1-5&A n of. ſickneſs, Gai I; was on the 
point of ſnatching her from row. bo- 
; md 1 3t- 2 y — By 16641 mY 181 12811 5 
No ſuch thing: Her beautiful figure 
had turned ker, Weng. and caprice Fol. 15 


returning ng anfwer;to:thofe who ſpol 
do her, of paying no regard to her nuf. 
band, of remaining, frequently, three 
| days together without ſpeaking, to bim: 25 
Ain ſhort, abounding in Pride and. ü. 
dain, ſhe acted the fine lady, 4 and every 
body around ber murmured. com- 
5 plained of her beauty, and earnelily x, 0 i 
ed ſhe might be deprived of it; more el. 
pecially 99/1 ſhe; hach an excellent heart, My : 


n „ e 


th wand Ae eie particularly that! a "2 


it i 


Prayer was granted. The-ſmall-pox came 
to my relief, and hacked, almoſt into 
piece · meal, that ſine face which I had 
formerly adored. A ſingle glance into 
her looking: glaſs evinced that her charmis 
were no more! During the (firſt few 
- days of this criſis, ſhe was overwhelmed 
with tears, which at length fubſided, and 
e came to conſole h̃r. A; pleafing 
ſucceeded to thoſe: haughty and 
difdainful airs that had before been inſup- | 
Portable. This was the only expedient 
by which ſhe could now render herſelf | 
amiable, ang, Tho: den e it into 
: Ban | FAV mace to my eee 
who, under the pretext of buſineſs, paid 
me à viſit for the purpoſe of ſeeing my 
once beautiful wife. It. is not ſhe, ſaid: 
they, but an pb e woman hum Ned, 925 
hie a imiricle,”? YO, 119 KOT 5414 
Heaven, ſaid 3 ane AHA ſits: 
8 e me for my pride and ingrati- 
tudęe. I have negletted- that duty and 
4 1 Wen, X 5 Drege: to "FPG: as a huf- 
1 | e 


991 


e Þ . 
* a 5 4 1 c 
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band, in a 1 1 F 
At length, however, warned; by the beſt 


leſſon that I could poſſibly receive, I am 
become as modeſt and unaſſuming, as I 
was once inſolent and preſumptuous. My 
remonſtrances and ſeditions have ceaſed 
with my beauty, which is fled, and from 
this moment I reſt my reputation upon 
my character. Tou will find me always 
the Fg and every body ſhall ſay, If 
he is not handſome, at leaſt, ſhe is agree · 
able A 2 mg {14 „ 1 e PR 414 {iS int f4 0 
% He e that, ſince the accident, 
; e been, as it were, in heaven; z that 
his houſe had aſſumed an air of gaietx 
and pleaſantneſs; that it was viſited with 
pleaſure and left with regret; that his 
lady; received; more homage b hen 
. $1 her beauty made her Arr f une 1 2 
A fine woman in Paris is almoſt always 
the torment of her huſband, either by 
the jealouſy ſhe occaſions, or by tlie ca: 
Price abe ſhe 8 him to endure. Her 
SI is ſuſſicient to drive che moſt 8 
5 phlegmatic man to digrackiom. 6 | 


1 


to dine; and Monſieur is force 


» 
5 284 ) | 
8 | 


dy either to take an airing or 

rced vw" Wait, 
and kick his heels/like a ſervant in livery... | 
Nay—he muſt encuſe all this indignity 
with a mile leſt he ſhould be ſeverely 


| ſcolded. g ia boniigzs tig bf 


we  hould de wretched indeed were 
our wives to take upon themſelves ſuch 
ais bf! eee We, who, perhaps - 
reign over them with ton much ſevexity. 

Women of quality, am ttir gent; | 


pally, try ener them-by the 
| moſt intolerable manners, One of. theſe, 


in order to thank her huſband for the im- 


menſe fortune with which he had enrich- 
ed her, faid to the good man, x few mo- 
ments before ſhe was delivered, in the 
preſence of half the family, „This is 


ſuffering too much, merely to bring Xx 


plebeian into the world!” But mark the 
reverſe, A man who came from the very 
: 2 0 of the people, but who poſſeſſed 


millions, 


6 285 53 


millions, married a German prince 
hoping by this manceuvre, to raiſe his re- 
putätion. Ie ' was "quickly: afterwards: 
held in the moſt ſovereigu contempt ; but 
be found meant to retäliate. Whenever 
the princeſs expatiated on the genealogy 
of her anceſtors, he covered the table with 
pieces of gold, and while he counted 
them, exclaimed, This is my fathers: 
75 this is my grandfather, this is my great: 
grandfither; and this is my great grand- 
fither-s grandfather. The princeſs was: 
preſently ſoftened; and eagerly ſought the 
: acquaintauce of ſuch urge Uu 
May thy grey hairs be preſerv ſub- 
limityAdieu- ot Ars to Ar 
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an original adventure! 1] 
mhoulatt be at Paris, where —_ ; 


* # by . W I #* » 


, ind fingular taftes, türn p 


„ 


4 


to hear What 1 have Beard, & anch fee what 
2x have Teen.” I WI It give e ee an age to 
gueſs, and thou wite be {till i in the dark. 
Once more, What an original adventure! 
Does it proceed mow the. Gauls, the Dru- 

ids, or the French? A problem difficult 
to be ſolved ! he am perhaps, the only! per- | 
"fon 1 in the'w 7 yorld t to whom ſuch ; an acci- 


wilt ever "be lexe 1 


* 
* * þ 


peo. 
4 a moſt Accent 2 manner, k 
| A day: be here „Iny, Y, aer 
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* 5 
* 
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dent hath happened. tf 1-dare not relate it! 
An the eighteenth century, in the moſt 
enlightened city in the world! what a 
ſubject Thus much, however, is cer- 
tain: ſome things are true that are not 
probable: | How. could ſuch a thought en- 
ter the imagination of a woman ?. liſten, 
and loſe not a word of the ſtor.. 
Ap ve One La. himſelf 
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5 deere defies. it. Till FE: Roh your 


See if therefore you: „ 


0 nn inter- 5 
view. 5 
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view. Adieu-Ptepare to accom plith 1 
bhappineſs and repoſe; and remembe 
chat if you were not an Indian, you 
would not have my confidence. There | 
b Wet bite man Hf our nation u hom ! 
ein truſt, and who is s capable of foliling N 
my deſires '* n le 2 
Shall go? ban t r . 156 
fool !. Is he 'a philoſopher? ' I it love? 
Is it Euriolity ? Ts it a"eBurteons iinvitz 
den? 1s it an ambufcade? Thefe were 
the thoughts be Which T'was HAthted til 
appointed hour.” At length the lickey 
rch of the, and T depart. 
ent, Fim ready "to ret 


caſes; I 155 re e 
At laſt 1 begin to deſcend. There is tio 
end te rd open 55 am 1 proceed, 
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3 8 
* 1 6 - 
1 : 


1 289 I; 


route till day-light. be d io tire 1 
| no ſtand ſtill 9. ee 10 99 rn 
What to do! » 4 „ 46 + # 


H olf 19 EFY 162 7 
Ixeſume my courage, and; 8 in 
ind myſeik in a kind of chapel,where 1 
| fee-the moſt frightfyl figures painted on 
the walls. 1 paſs on to other a 


The xoaxing of a caſcade that ruſhes head- 

_} Y mot yy me tremble. 

5 with apprebenſion.. .; .; 4 ohe i 
9:40 confeſs to ther that I ben her. | 

| 105 3 of; uud why i 
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1 * 
# 2 * 


7 i; * Vers, gt i come to-day it would 
come to morro z,and a ſubject of Hyder 
Alli, of Tippoo Sultan, was never n 
"i ARTS: 3. re. _— 5 1 Tr 

2 At laſt, a 4 . 12 any 0 even 
_ to, deformity, and not, unlike thoſe hel. 
liſh, beings that we ſee. ace ane 9 


„ it 2900 
Male, whoſe hair is diſhevel 


mands, thou art welco 


The place was dark _ e ab ; N 


no one was preſent except this ſingular 


woman, and black man. They deſired 
me to place myſelf between them, and I 


ſat down, crying with a turbulent tone 
Were I not an Indian, 1 ſhould n 
leſs be affrighted at theſe preparations; 
but, with the ſame ſabre that formerly. 
cut the Marhattas into a thouſand: pieces, 
and ſevered the heads of Engliſhmen from 
their bodies, I will defend my life, e 
my blood at a high price.“ 
« God forbid that we mould . 


murderous deſigns, faid the female, ſof- 
tening her voice, there were never any 

combats in this place, but thoſe of infef- 
nal and celeſtial ſpirits, that wreſile with 
cach other, and produce moſt! wonderful 


ſcenes. Although 1 have the ſtrongeſt de- 


fire 


ed, and who 
is about fifty years of age, now appears, 
and cries with a loud voice, In the 
name of the Eternal, and under the ſign 
of the infernal ſpirits r . e | 


4 
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re to fee them, I have never Sescael in 
my deſign; ; and it is this that gives me 
torment. If we have cauſed you to paſs 
through gloomy defiles, by which you 
7 may have been terrified, it Was becauſe 
we were apprehenſive of the oſficers . 
tte police. The moment any thing ex- 
traordinary happens in a houſe, theſe peo— 
ple ſeize its inhabitants, and conduct 
them to à priſon, from which, perhaps, 
they never eſcape vou muſt know 
that I have been devoted to the ſtudy of 
necromancy ever ſince I Was twenty years” 
old; and that it was an aunt of mine, 
who could converſe with demons, that 
inſtructed me in the ſcience. Soon after 
her deceaſe,; I loſt my huſband, and from 
- that moment fortune, honours, plea- 
ſures, beauty, —— in a word, all allure- 5 
ments were incapable of occupying my 
attention. I have had the good fortune 
to ſee the moſt eminent magicians in theſe 
apartments, although our ſcience is not ſo 
much in faſhion as formerly. Levity and 
9 have at” Magus baniſhed all 
ſtudies / 


| 0 205 5 
Kuckes but noch as are n n 5 


every thing that has a tendency to the 


marvellous paſſes for a chimera. Unwil- 

| ling to take the trouble of going to the 
bottom, we flightly glance upon the moſt. 
extraordinary ſubjects: even animal mag- 
netiſm is laughed to ſcorn; and we daily 
grow in ignorance.— The ſtranger whom 
vou ſee is an African, well known in the 


bocieties of cabalifts, Roſſecruſians, and 


necromancers. He has communicated to 
me the moſt ſublime intelligence. It was 
he who told me, illuſtrious foreigner, that 
you were an Indian, perfectly Loiverfant | 
in theſe affairs; and as Tam well informed 
that your countrymen have always cor- 
reſponded with the powers of darkneſs, 
of which powers Saint Paul himſelf ſpeaks, 
who was one of the firſt teachers of chriſ- 
tianity ; I conjure you in the moſt ſerious 
manner, to inſtruct me in the method of 
raiſing thoſe infernal beings. This is my 
ſole defire,—my only paſſion; and in or- 
der to gratify it, I would give my right 
arm, and my entire fortune. I have ac- 
ä 1 


tually thirty perſons in my ſubterraneous 
apartments, who are labouring in ſearen 
of univerſal medicine, and who, by their 
extraordinary activity and illumination 
of mind are on the point of finding it; 
but they have not the art of conjuring up- 
tartarean ſpirits. If I could once grow: 
familiar with one of theſe; I. hould learn 
the profoundeſt ſeerets, ſuch as rendering 
myſelf inviſible, finding myſelf. in vari- 
ous places at the ſame time, and others of 
| the like kind.? ift at anti et a6] 
I ſhould have taken this. woman for 2 
lunge if ſhe had not aſtoniſſed me by 
her extraordinary Enowledge, and if her 


| converſation baden not been perfectly con- 1 1 
ſiſtent. It would be a difficult matter to 


find more liegen or ano ore denne 
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who tricks were, at preſent, ſufficiently 
known and endet ünöll- I added, that 
violent paſſions werethe only demons with 
which I was acquainted; and that if the an- 
gelsof darkneſs revealed themſelvesto man- 
Kind, it was only for the purpoſe of ſug- 
geſtingevilthoughts. Tobſerved; moreover, 
that as the alcoran agreed with the goſpel 
upon this point, it appeared that infernal 
ſpirits were not fabulous; but that it was 
ſtill impoſſible to determine the degree of 
influence that they had over us. She pro- 


ceeded to give me a learned diſſertation 
on the different deſcriptions} of demons 


that had been ſpoken of in all countries, 
ſince the beginning of the world. She 
even repeated their names without heſi- 
tation, and ſhewed me the characters that 
expreſſed them, in Turkiſh, Arabian, and 
Egyptian boeks. The black man heaved, 

from time to time, the deepeſt: ſighs, be- 
cauſe the moment was not arrived in 
Which he Would: be at omg to converſe | 


wry ns 


57 2 
r Fa concluded. 
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I concluded by telling our illuſtrious 
1 that I was much ſurpriſed that ſhe 1 
had not made the deſired diſcovery: that 
ber imagination having been ſo long af- = 
fected by ſuch objects, it was really won N 
derful that ſhe had not ſeen phantoms of no 
every kind, in her dreams, and taken 
chens for realities. : 
Would you believe it? She vel of 
the indien of the imagination a as if the : 
Sd with bitterneſs the fate 
of thoſe who were its victims, and felici- 
tating herſelf for Davin g en a hers 
within juſt bounds... _ 
The only light we A Was now fud- . 
"devly, extinguiſhed, | and our two. per- 1 
onages began to howl moſt terribly, in 
hopes that the demons would appear. 
: They were, anſwered: from the hollow ca- 
5 verns underneath, and I ſhuddered with 5 
. 2ppxebenfion, 5 
5 Silence and light at laſt 8 and _ 
7 after a pauſe of ſeveral minutes $9, de. . FI o 
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fired me not to be init 8 Morning 
and night, ſaid they, we repeat the ſame 
cries and lamentations, agreeably to the 
advice of a Calabrian philoſopher, who 
told us that this method had often fuc- 
ceeded. 55 

I thought only of regaining my lodg- 
ings. At length they rang the bell, de- 
ſiring me to acquaint no one living with 
the adventure, and aſſuring me that there 
were many women of quality that made 
the fame evocations, and that were tor- 
mented with the ſame curioſity. An old 
woman who had the air of a ſibyl, now 
appeared, with a black cat under her 
arm: - ſhe kindled a ſort of ruſh-light, 
with which ſhe conducted me flowly 
acroſs thoſe immenſe halls, that I had be- - 
fore paſſed through, till we arrived at the 
7 little door, which immediately opened ; 
and the ſame domeſtic that had brought 
I me the letter, conducted me to my lodg- 
3 „ . ings, without anſwering a ſingle word to 
= 8 the different queſtions | that I MOV for- ; 


— 
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I returned, the next day, in hopes of 
finding the ſtreet and houſe: but this was 
impoſſible, inſomuch that, if I had not 
rubbed my eyes, I ſhould have believed : 
was dreaming. 

A few days afterwards I was informed 
that there were more than ever of theſe 
maniacs in Paris, who abandoned them- 
ſelves to ſuch illuſions, and who, if it 
were poſſible, would revive the ages in 
which ghoſts were in faſhion, and the 
nocturnal meetings of witches regularly 
frequented. It is not a little extraordi-' 
nary that phantoms of the like kind have 
gained credit in all times and in all coun- 
tries. The ancients called them Lemures, 
which evinces that the ſoul was ever Toy 
| PI to be immortal. 
If I had the faculty of conjuring, I | 

would raiſe neither ghoſts nor devils, but- 
I would ſummon thee to appear inſtantly. 
in the place where I am now Writing 2 


Adieu. : X00 
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LETTER: LL 


To e | 


-T 0 duch a PRs bak 1 been affected 
by the ſubject of my laſt letter, that this 
will contain nothing but tales of demons 
and of darkneſs. Even ſavages and Hot- 


tentots, notwithſtanding the poverty f 


their imaginations, are fully perſuadedthat 
the dead return, and that their rambling 
ghoſts are ſeen to walk the earth. © 
As to the more poliſhed nations, their 
writings abound in tales of this kind :— 
tales that gained credit with the Greeks. 
as well as among the Romans. Pliny 
the younger tells us in his letters, that a 
houſe in Athens was ſo notorious for the 
barbouring of ſpirits that no perſon 
ee to lleep within i its walls; that Athe. 
nodorus, 


— 
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nodorus, a philoſopher, who was a man 
of courage, ventured, at length, to take 


poſſeſſion of the haunted fabrick ; and 


that while he was writing in the dead of 
night, an apparition appeared, and, by 
expreſſive ſigns, invited the philoſopher 
to follow it. He adds, that Athenodorus 
quitted his ſtudies, and walked after the 
phantom, which took the philofopher's 
lamp, and, ſhaking its chains, deſcended 
into a court · yard, where, having ſtruck 
diſappeared. Athenodorus, always maſter 
of himſelf, was unappalled. He marked 
the place, withdrew to his bed -· chamber; 
and ſlept quietly: till the following morn- 

ing; when, having cauſed ſome earth to 
be removed, he found à ſkeleton, on 
which he beſtowed the rites of ſepulture. 
Such is the ſtory of Pliny, who con- 
cludes by telling us that after that time 
no noiſe was ever heard. The ancients 
believed that ſouls wandered about the 
bodies they had inhabited in caſe; the lat- 


ter were deprived of burial, or: miſerably if 


* 


interred. 
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interred. Authors have exhauſted almoſt 
every ſubject, and after having given us 
ſuch a collection of filly publications, Iam 
aſtoniſhed that they have not written a 
regular treatiſe on hobgoblins. Neither 
the ſpectres of Du Loyer, the works of 
Langlet du Freſnoy, nor the hiſtory of 
vampiriſm by Don Calmet ſhould be omit- 
ted in a work of this kind, which would 
infallibly pleaſe. Even fine ladies, al- 
though they are particularly ſubject to 
the impreſſions of fear, would read it 

with the utmoſt ardour of inclination; 

for ſine ladies are ever fond of the mar- 
vellous. It is impoſſible indeed that ſo 

many different nations ſhould entertain 
but one opinion upon this ſubject if it 
were void of all foundation. Thou 
knoweſt that there are many among ws, 
who pretend to have ſeen apparitions.— 


| 1 3 I ſhall never forget the lamentable hiſtory 


of the unfortunate Klai, who; while ſhe 


3 was with her companions and her chil. 


 _ dren, was ſuddenly ſmitten by a phan- 
. that predicted the hour of her 
LY. e death, 
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death, and impreſſed her forchead with 
a a mark that could never be obliterated. 
We have both ſeen this mark, which was 
exceedingly black, and had the appear- 
ance of an hieroglyphick. She carried 
it to her grave, for her death fell out ex- 
actly as the ſpectre had foretold. Nor 
was this the effect of imagination. Her 
brother and children have told me, a 
thouſand times, that they clearly ſaw the 
horrible apparation; that it had the ap- 
pearance of a giant, and ſpoke in a moſt 
frightful tone of voice. We Indians are 
not eaſily affrighted; but it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, there are many in the world 
that would have expired with terror. 
The phantom was ſuppoſed to be the 
ſhade of a man whom this woman had 
cauſed to be aſſaſſinated. - 3 
But I will now quit the ſubject of 46; 
monology, in order to divert thee with a 
_ pleaſant hiſtory. A jealous man, in this 
city, had wagered a conſiderable ſum 
v ith his wife, that, with all her cunning, 


| ſhe could not admit a lingle viſitor into 


3 CC 


| 


| 
| 
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his houſe, without his knowledge. One 


evening he was told that a farmer, who 
was one of his tenants, deſired permiſ- 
ſion, as it grew late, to put his horſe into 
the ſtable. The gentleman takes his ſpy- 
ing glaſs; looks out of the window, and 


perceives only the horſe, and the coun- 
tryman holding his bridle. He himſelf 


gives him the key, deſiring him to return 


it as ſoon as has relocked the door. All 
is ſafe, he remains at the window till 


he is convinced that the farmer is with- 
drawn, whom he wiſhes a good evening. 
This was the ſecond edition of the Trojan 
horſe; for it concealed a charming mili- 
tary officer, who ſallied forth, armed 
from head to foot, ſtormed the lady's 


chamber, paſſed the night in her arms, 
and, when morning arrived, bid good 
morrow to the huſband, who was oblig- 


ed to pay the ſtipulated ſum. Nay, he 


Was even compelled to open the door for 


the man that had treated him ſo ſcurvily. 


He excuſed himſelf by ſaying that he was 


not fearful of a fword, but that the ad- 
. venturer, 


— 
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venturer, without doubt, had piſtols be- 
ſides; and that no courage whatever 
could withſtand ſuch united force. The 
wife made her eſcape, the ſame day, and 
the poor huſband is become the laughing 
ſtock of the ſtreet in which he reſides. 


7 


The tragic is often mingled, here, with 


f the comic; otherwiſe this city would be [2 
nee 10. 754 »g BEE (i 
; n 275 1 1 "OA 11795 ? $4 34 *xf. ; 7. 45 Lee, 1 4 "4 1 { 


ao 
* 
5 , ; 
= ; ; : H 4 þ ; 
£E F 1 4 4 * 5 > 5 "A „ 4 * . R 5 7 1 K * 4 + - x . 
H g HTS FEAR «445 
. K a 2 3 +. 2 
6 OT LET WIT ACTIN CH SHES ne UE TTY El: + 
11 6 * 4 2 2 4 ; oP I. # * 1 „ f F 5 > 
1 4 1 1 $3347 3 +8, 3 # * * - £44 #7 * 
* : b 
- 1 £7 
F Ef * „ = OT. * * * 1 
Hin ane 7JJCCCCCCCCCC T7 Colt. T2 
i * 
$ | 
| 4 * ? F; F \ 4 + + 
291 1 * 4 A :# T2 + # #f | 4 23 in 
* s ” + * F 3 * <8 © a R 
- 7 4.4 61% 25 T6. : } + #8373? J 74 , $$ 4 3 #41 
W 1-451 4 EN N 
291 * 4 1 4 TEE, 3+ > EF F | 
: ; 
4 1 
3 7 11441 #1 3:43 F 7 ST 5 1 3 1 4 4 1 
1 1 £ 4 4 1 — p I . P ' 
+; #7 at #3 7 5 F ; #742 $3 £33 -F Yu * 3 2 
4 1 
bf O 1 #£ oe 7 LY 8 4 1 1 
5M #3. #75 . FH 15 7; SLY DOE SIELSCIL 
1 
Z 7 '% ; 
13 3 $44 -£ £47 © {1} E 44 2 5 
3 * * = 
; p Pe 1 
+ 14 5 6 4 - 
* * 1 3 # WF 
_ * p FE ” 
4 Pp 
” * 1 4 3 . * 4 — = 14 
45 M 4 
my # * * ＋ — * 
> y I . 2 * 1 F ES . 1 * Ds Fo» : 
- - * 
1 . % 1 
1 4 
* 
3 


( 304 ) 


LETT ER IL 7 hav > 


To. GI. Az IR. 


IF our hiſtories of 1 were faith- 
fully rendered, the tranſlations of them 
. would be excellent ; particularly as they 
would contain the maſt extraordinary ad- 
"ventures with regard to demonology. It 
appears by the ancients that the devil for- 
merly took great "pleaſure in ſhewing 
himſelf : but, either this whim has now 
left him, or elſe he has choſen other 
countries for the ſcenes of his excurſions. 
As he is now grown old, who knows if 
he has not loſt the uſe of his legs, more 
eſpecially as he has been a greater tra- 
veller? 

There is one paſſage i in our 3 
hiſtory which is comical enough. It is 
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ſaid that nothing can be more pleaſant 
than the ſtratagem he makes uſe of to 
procure himſelt a body, when he is forced 
to make a journey. He repairs to the 
houſes of men that are buried in pro- 
found ſleep. From one he takes a leg, 
from another an arm, which he fixes in 
their proper places,—in. ſhort, he pro- 
ceeds, till he has fabricated all the mem- 
bers, neceſſary to the compolition of a 
complete figure. We are aſſured, that 

_ notwithſtanding he is generally careful to 

bring back what he has borrowed, before 
the perſons are awakened, it happened, 
one morning, that he-did not return till 
a man, who found himſelf without an 
arm, had begun to ſwear like a pagan.— 
The arm was thrown on the bed; it re- 
placed itſelf by a convulſive motion, and 
occaſioned the death of the wife, who ex- 
pired through horror! The ſame ſtory. 
informs us that the laſſitude we feel while 
we are . is TO by the ſame 
means. 


a 
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| 13 country, my friend, has its tales, 


its fables, its ſuperſtitions. But I would 
not ſpeak this too loudly, for there are 
people here, that are firmly perſuaded of 


the empire of demons. 


ö 


I have ſeen thy ſlaves. They ſpeak of 


thee with tears in their eyes, ſo much are 


they afflicted by thy abſence. What a 


- 
horrid word! 
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To GLAZIR. 


4 


THERE are men here, that are 
unworthy to live in the capital of France. 
They ought to be ſent into exile, among 
leopards and tigers.—I mean thoſe gen- 
try who have a great deal of wit, but no 
ſoul; and who create infinitely more miſ- 
chief than any other claſs of beings. Their 
inſinuating addreſs conducts them to 
the foot of the throne, where they uſurp 
places, which they ſuſtain only through 
ſubtilty and deſpotiſm. They are by 
turns nee uſurers, and impoſ- 
tors. Sometimes they are cringing and 
a at other times daring and arro- 
gant : in fact they play every poſſible part 
but that of men of honour. Pity it is 
. that Mi 


(308 ) 
that their villainy were not concentred in 
themſelves ; inſtead of which, they coa- 


leſce with the vileſt ſubalterns, excuſing 
themſelves to thoſe who reproach them 


on this account, by ſaying that their pro- 
| feſſion ſtands in need of ſuch recruits. 


In one reſpect, however, the times are 


happily changed. Theſe people were, 


formerly, complimented with dedi- 


catory epiſtles; now they are flattered 


only in pamphlets. They are ſcourged 


without the leaſt riſk to the man that 
"dares to inflict the puniſhment ; and, if 
this does not reclaim them, at leaſt, it 


keeps their ſucceſſors within due bounds. 


I!) bere areperſons in this city that make 
excellent obſervations on the ſtate of the 


nation; but unfortunately they live un- 


known. I meet them every where, liſten 


to them with delight, and am moſt pleaſed 
with them becauſe they are not ſtick- 


lers againſt the government. I was lately 

at the Thuillerießs; and one of the ter- 
races was filled with politicians of this 
deſcription, that took refreſhments in 


the 
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the open air. There was among them, 
however, a man who, terribly enraged 
againſt the age, againſt Paris, againſt the 
court, and againſt himſelf, was giving a 
looſe to the moſt- violent invectives. He 
foamed at the mouth like a venomous _ 
animal, railing moſt vehemently, and at 
random, againſt every thing that was re- 
ſpectable, without regard to perſons. 


People left him, terriſied at his conver- 


ſation, and returned, charmed by his 
wit. But what kind of wit ?— If it 
were to fall, ſaid a ſtranger, 1 would not 
ſtoop to pick it up. 
Our ſuppoſed patriot continued 1 
make uſe of inſolent and reproachful lan- 
guage; and his auditors clapped their 
hands, without even hearing what he 
ſaid. I made my way to him through 
the throng, and was informed that Eu- 
rope, at preſent, does not poſſeſs com- 
mon ſenſe; that ſhe ought to be new 
modelled, or, at leaſt differently beſtow- 
ed; that Poland ſhould unite with 
Pruſſia, in order to gain her ancient poſ- 
ſeſſions, 
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ſeſſions, binding herſelf to furniſh fifty 


thouſand effective men, in every Caſe 
of emergency; and 3 with the alli- 
ance of the | 


fear neither of Auſtria nor Ruſſia; that, 


moreover, the throne of Poland ihe 


be ſecured to the king of Pruſſia's ſon : 


and that France might gain poſſeſſion of 


the low. countries, we giving beter to 


: ns Emperor. ritt Ju 15 


By this time, fol many REY had " 


Pty round us łhat, to be more at my 
eaſe, I ſtole away. There are continu- 


ally little ſpectacles of this kind, which 


recreate idle people, and engage the at- 
ttention of politicians.” They coſt no- 


thing; and thoſe who ſeek to kill time, 


though in fact time kills them, are agree- 


ably amuſed, and return home more con- 
tented with their day's work than if 


they had e enen es W 
DONG 8 % EL: ITT : 


1 F „ 4. at, $1, 
4 35 * i SLES. 
2 © 
— * 2 1 . * * * 
* 


6 


| 


a 113 % WM, 1 > 
—— — — 1 


T GI. 7 FO 


FO RMERLY A: young man wait- 
od till he was five and twenty years old, 
before he mingled with ſociety. At pre- 
ſent, he begins to play his part on the 
ſtage of life, ere he is fifteen ;—and at ſo 


carly an age, he ſpeaks and determines 


with confidence. - This cuſtom, although 


not dangerous to a young man whoſe 


manners are already formed, is infinitely: 


ſo to an inexperienced youth, who. is al- 
ways defirous of imitating thoſe grown 
perſons . with whom he aſſociates. K 


_ fondneſs for gaming, the love of ſuper- 
fluous expence, and a paſſion for women 
are his conſtituent principles. Inſtead of 


liſtening to advice, he now gives it; nor 
will he obey his parents becauſe he is told 


Fat: ſuch conduct i 18 Gothic. Wong 
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( 
A lady of diſtinction, who wiſhes me to 
take one of her ſons to India, the other 
day told me her grievances. I know 
very well, Iaid ſhe, that youth will pay a 
tribute to folly; and that it is impoſſible, 
before we arrive at the age of twenty 
years, not to commit ſome act of impru- 
dence. This mania is the ſmall-pox of 
the mind, and we ought to draw a ſponge 
acroſs ſuch errors when they are not ac- 
companied by unworthineſs.“ | 
I have indeed remarked that the effer- 
veſcence of youth ought to be checked; 
but that if it be entirely ſmothered the 
worſt effects will follow. We are ſuffici- 
ently happy if theſe little follies leave us 
with our youthful days, inſtead of ad- 
hering to us tillwe reach the very edge of 
the tomb. What can be more ridiculous | 


* than an old man who, dreſſed like the 
 - gaudy butterfly, repeats amorous diſ- 


courſes to young women? He is hiſſed 


5 in the very moment when he expects ap- 


plauſe. Theſe beings, however, are ex- 
ceedingly n numerous in Paris, inſomuch 
that 


2 ( 313 N 
that half the proſtitutes that walk the 
ſtreets, ſubſiſt upon their infamous boun- 
ty. They neglect their wives, their chil- 
dren, their families, they purſue their 


licentious pleaſures in broad day-light, 


and ſpin out their debaucheries to the laſt 
moment of their exiſtence. I ſhudder 
at the idea !—This is making a flower- 
garden out of a church-yard. Did they 
know how they are ridiculed by the very 


wretches that appear to adore them, they 


would ſtart back with aſtoniſhment. | 


What a charming noſegay to be pre- | 


ſented with, ſaid a woman of eaſy virtue 
to her companions, is a ſhrivelled ſkin, a 


fallow complexion, a gloomy eye, andan 


infected breath! 1 had rather careſs an 
Egyptian mummy, which, at leaſt, does 


not exhale ſuch offenſive odours.” This 


diſcourſe, which I overheard, word for 
word, would have cured me for ever of 
the folly of attempting to appear young, 


if I had been really i in years. But, after 


all, where is the man, or the woman on 


earth, that N to grow old? Adieu. 
LET T E R 
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PALM VRA to ZATOR. 


1 COULD. ll; EE all the di- 


als,—for I deſpair of ever ſeeing the hour 
that will bring thee to my arms. The 


hand turns and returns inceſſantly, but 


the adorable Zator does not yet appear 
Mere a day fixed, when I might certainly 
ſee the object of my love, I would be con- 
ſoled; but this incertitude ſeems to have 
the length of : 2 whole eternity. 


1 have received thy letter, but it! is 2 
dead letter, notwithſtanding the heat of 
thy expreſſions,—Alas ! there is no ani- 
mation in a written paper? 5 Fancy and 

illuſion 


316 
illuſion ought to unite for the purpoſe of 
inſpiring it with the ſymptoms of life. 
_ Peace thath reigned among us ever fince 
thy commands arrived ; but how inſipid 
and ſpiritleſs is ſuch a peace, when it is 
not maintained by thy preſence! Thou 
forgetteſt that I am not merely a wife, 
but a lover; and that my breath invokes 
and calls upon thee every time it is reſpir- > 
ed. The ladies of Paris may be as beau- 
tiful and accompliſhed as they pleaſe ; but 
you will not find one among them, that 
ſurpaſſes: me'in ſentiment. Every even- 
ing I read thy letters with the reſt of thy 
wives. This is indeed a poor conſolation, 
but {till it 1 is 1 little alleviation of our 
miſery. En TH opt Ka g e 
Our Antalladbrb nid Alchost 
doubt, to render thy ſituation agreeable. 
I preſume that thou knoweſt them; and 
- that they are acquainted with thy merit. 
Thy children, every morning, lift their 
Jittle hands towards heaven, in hopes 
"that their i innocence : will inſure 2hee its be- 


nedictions. 5 


”» 


6 


nedictions. For me, 1 fear 1 am not it 
ficiently pure to obtain ſuch favours. I 
commend thee to our great prophet ; and 
thou canſt not have a better proteQor.— 
A thouſand kifſes !—-A thouſand adieus'! 
—] join them all in this letter, which I 
have extracted from my very heart, and 
which I would write with my blood, were 
it poſſible to preſerve its heat. 
Be watchful over thy ſlaves. Travel- 
ling is dangerous to the health and man- 


F 


hers of youth, . „ 


8 
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% PER. 1 


To GLAZz IR. 


I HAVE lately viſited the colleges. 
The re-union of theſe different ſchools has 
formed what is called here an univerſity. 
Theology, phyſic, the ſciences, and the 
laws, are the objects of ſtudy; and the 
ſtudents acquire various appellations of 
honour, according to the progreſs they 
make in theſe literary employments. Such 
encouragements are abſolutely neceflary, 
to provoke emulation. 7 

The ſcholars are exceedingly numerous, ; 
and they were once formidable on two 
accounts. Firſt becauſe they ſtudied to a 
more advanced age 3 and youth was then 

5 : more 


— 
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more robuſt and better formed. Secondly 
| becauſe, the police being more neglected, 


than at preſent, it was no difficult matter 


to excite commotions. Paris would be a 
dangerous and dreadful place did not the 
ſeverity of the laws and of magiſtrates, 
keep the multitude within due bounds. 
By creating terror they enchain the paſ- 
ſions, and the citizen Yeeps in tranquil- 
lity with no ramparts between him and 
the public, except glaſs windows. Both 
horſe and foot ſoldiers are diſtributed 
through the different quarters, and at a 
moment's notice, collect themſelves toge⸗ 


| 5 489 ther, to. prevent inſprrections. I  htely- 


witneſſed an eſſerveſcence of the Popu 
lace, which was ſtopped in an inſtant :- — 
Each perſon. returned to his duty, and a 
dead calm ſucceeded to a moſt dreadful. 
tempeſt, that ſeemed ready to burſt forth. 
A hundred years ago, as we learn from 
tradition, a man could not quit his houſe, 
during the night, without trembling. At 
prefent night, in Paris, is another day, 

fach a brilliant light is ſcattered through 


1 
the ſtreets. Many accidents, however, 
have lately been occaſioned by carriages, 
whole ridiculous elevation renders them 
more dangerous than ever. Scarcely a 
day paſſes in which ſomebody or other is 
not mangled or cruſhed to pieces by a- 
wheel. Perhaps, as faſhions are hourly 
growing more refined, we ſhall ſoon ſee 
theſe coaches, like the cars of goddeſſes, 
drawn by turtles and ſparrows. It muſt 
be acknowledged that this would: de an 
admirable improvement. Fe 5 

I have received no letter from Urta- 
bek. Without doubt he is wandering 
upon the ocean, whither his buſineſs and 
curioſity have conducted him, and mix- 
| ing the uſeful with the agreeable, which 
is certainly the ben werden of travel 
Ung. 
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LETTER: LM. 


a Gir 


I DINED, to-day, with our ambaſſa- 
dors, who depart not from the law pre- 
ſcribed by our prophet, although they 
are in the midſt of a city where people 
are far from being N in the ar- 
ticle of religion. 
It is ſaid that the chriſtian derviſes are 
not much more zealous than men of the 
world; and that whilſt our reverend paſ- 
tors, like automatons, appear to be de- 
prived of all ſenſation, theirs have a lan- 
guage of the eyes which they uſe on all 
4 oOccaſions. a | 


Two Italian travellers made me a pro- 


5 polal. ſome time ago, to viſit a monaſtery 
about 


N | 


c 
f 
1 
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about thirty FOUR from Paris, where, 


as they informed me, there are hermits 


that never ſpeak. I thanked them with 


all my heart, aſſuring them at the ſame 
time, that I had much rather pay a vilit 
to perſons that could entertain me with 
pleaſant converſation. If we are ediſied 
by remaining ſilent, ſtatues muſt, in 
courſe, be amazingly learned! Surely 
this is to pervert the deſign of the divine 


legiſlator; who commands us to ſpeak 


wiſely. It appears by ſuch ſingularities 
as if they tacitly condemned him for giv- 
ing us tongues! But men are ON in 
extremes. 
Let us ſuppoſe, for a moment, that 


every one, in order to arrive at the higheſt T 


point of perfection, were to condemn 
himſelf to ſilence. What confuſion would 
follow !—Men would become as the wild 
| beaſts of the foreſt; and there would be 
neither commerce, nor ſcience, nor ſo- 
ciety. The beſt proof of our being born 
for the purpoſe of ſpeaking is, that we 
have the faculty of TO But the ſu- 
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perior of a convent muſt be infinitely 
more at his caſe when the monks are not 
allowed to ſpeak; and it is my firm opi- 
nion that almoſt all the introducers of per- 
petual ſilence have had this object in view. 
A derviſe himſelf, whom I lately accoſt- 
ed, one indeed that belongs to a ſpeak- 
ing order, told me, according to Fleury, 
that the majority of founders had taken 
- ſingularity for their guide; and that 
their abſurd cuſtoms and habits n 


to have no other original. 


We were inſenſibly led into various ar- 
guments; and during our walk, he con- 
conducted me to his garden. I freely 
told him what J heard every day, reſpect- 
ing the delicious life of monks, and the 
immenſe riches they poſſeſſed. He proved 


to me that their manner of living 


was extremely frugal; and that, not- 
withſtanding their pretended riches, they 
did not really he: fo the common 14:50 
ries of life. 

& That voracious man, faid he, that 
is ee, to devour us, makes us, 


grow 


% 
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grow terribly Jean, while he himſelf fat- 


tens on our ſubſtance; and it is in conſe- 


quence of having unfortunately called our 
houſes abbeys, that we are ſo badly ar- 


ranged. But commendatory abbots, who 
are always quarrelſome, are our greateſt 


enemies. When I ſee them in their. 


coaches, I conjecture within myſelf whi- 
ther ſuch a courſe will carry them; and 
J tremble leſt, at the end of their jour. 


ney; they ſhould be tumbled headlong 


you know where We are alſo much 
embarraſſed, he continued, with regard 
to worldlings. If we treat them hand- 
ſomely they accuſe us, at their departure, 


with living like epicures; if, on the con- 


trary, we receive them ordinarily, they - 
_ dechim againſt. our avarice, and complain | 
Dany of their bad reception.” “““! 

I ͤaſked him if it were true that they 
wiſhedito gain their liberty, and to be 


ſent into the world. + He replied without 43 


reſerve, that fuch might. be the wiſh of 
young men that were not thoroughly 
converted; but that the eminent 


- > that 
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that friars muſt neceſſarily ſuſtain, who 


ſhould determine to re-appear in the 


world after an abſence of ſo many years, 


as well as the trifling ſubſiſtence that 
would be allowed them, attached them 
by preference to the cloiſter ; and that 


the expence of living in common, how. 


ever moderate it might be, would be. 


come conſiderable if they were to live 
aſunder. All this appeared rational; but 


what I could not readily: forgive was, 


that, the dinner-bell happening to ring, 
he left me abruptly, and ran towards the 


refectory; affuring me that uniformity 
. was abſolutely necefſary in their way of 


life. Thus his propenſity to gormandiz- 
ing prevailed over his natural politeneſs. 
Thou telleſt me nothing of my flaves. 


I conjure thee to ſec and to intimidate 


them. Such perſons are conducted only 
by fear; but I would not wiſh them to 


be beaten, becauſe 8 are men as n 
28 ourſelves. Adieu. : vp 
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LETTER LI. 


CES FE 0 5 G LATIN... 


AMONG the different lotteries that 
are diſtributed through Europe, with a 
wonderful profuſion, there is one in par- 
ticular, by which I was lately ſeduced. It 
was invented by the Genogſe, a ſet of men 
highly ingenious. A man in the public 
ſtreets announced with a loud voice, that 


this lottery would be drawn on the mor- 


row: I was deſirous of becoming an ad- 
venturer, and therefore paid my . 
without an idea of ever ſceing i it again.— 


had indeed almoſt forgotten the circum- 8 
ſtance, when one of my ſlaves, ſeveral 


days afterwards, informed me that I had 
„„ gained 
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gained two thouſand Louis d'ors. This 
e prom was pleafant enough, and 1 
ſaid to myſelf, + If thou wouldſt conti- 
nue fortunate, run no further riſks.” — 
I thought it my duty to devote one half 
of it to the unfortunate, as well Chriſtians 
as Mahometans, both den _ my 
fellow creatures. 

The foregoing event threw me into 
profou nd reflections concerning the origi- 


nal cauſe of our gains and loſſes, at this 


perilous game; aud 1 diſcourſed a long 
while with a very intelligent man upon 
the ſubject, who at length acknowledged 
that he knew nothing of che matter. If | 
God himſelf be the cauſe, why does the 
man never win who puts into the lottery 
with a view to relieve the poor, or to pro- 
cure his daily bread; while a bad ſub- 
ject, whoſe conduct is execrable, gains 
- almoſt impoſſibilities ? Is it chance? Here 
is another and perhaps a greater difli- 
culty; for, as chance is a nonentity, and 
as nothing can come from nothing, how 
Len chance be the author of good or 
c 5 evil? 


% 

evil? Still, as there exiſts an eſſect, there 
mult he a cauſe: but what labyrintlis muſt 
we explore before we are able to find it? 

After various, diſcuſſions, the learned 
man with, whom I converſed, exclaimed, 
«© There is one truth that preſents itſelf 
to my mind, and I believe we muſt not 
depart from it, if we would ſolye the 
enigma. The Eternal,, i in the immenſity 
of his views and decrees, ſecs a thouſand 
things that we cannot, and never ſhall 
ce. As he recompenſes good works with 
temporal bleſſings, it, may happen, that 
when a prize falls, into the hands of a 
ſpendthrift who. will uſe it liberally. and 
charitably, it is meant as his reward. But 
the good man ,who loſes in the lotter 
will find himſelf amply, indemniſied for 
his privations by recciving an cternal re- 
;compenſe.. Belides God, being able to look 
into futurity, muſt have ſeen that this 
good man who fee 
his winnings into the hands of the unfor- 
tunate, would haye changed: his opinion, 
had, he become rich; and thus the money 


1 


which was won by the ſpendthrift would 


abſolutely have worked oe oe! man's 
deſtruction. 


= The ſupreme Being i 1s jul this 18 an 
S *' Gnanſwerable propoſition. And that no- 


thing happens without his conſent, is ano- 
ther equally true. Hence we may fairly 
conclude that our ignorance is the cauſe 
of the falſe opinions we maintain. If 
there were things that God could not 
| Tee, he would not be God; and if he ſaw 
without being able to'reform or prevent 
them, he would, in courſe, be governed 
by ſome higher power. But where is the 


power than can reſtrain the Almighty ?— 


What thinkeſt thou of this reaſoning, 
my dear Glazir, thou that formerly ſtu- 


8 dicdft metaphyſics with ſuch ſucceſs? 1 
| appeal to thy ſuperior underſtanding, and 


ſhall be proud to A ls deciſion upon 
the ſubject. Es 

Art thou not aſtoniſhed that 1 am in- 
fluenced in ſo ſmall a degree by pleaſures, 
in a city like Paris, where every thing 
ſuggeſts voluptuouſnefs? I regard them 


(329) 


as ſnares which are every where ſpread 
to catch paſſengers. Here you are tempt- 
ed by women; there, by ſhops, deccrated 
in a moſt ſeducing manner. Here you 
ſee coaches, glittering as the car of Apol- 
lo; there, the circus of a Palais Royal, 
when: the ſenſes are attacked on every 
ſide. Here are ſpectacles of every deno- 
mination ; there, exquiſite tables, co- 
vered with the fineſt fruits of the earth, 
and the moſt delicious wines. Here von 
are gratiſied with the ſweeteſt perfumes; 
there, with ſounds of melodious inſtru- 
ments, and the moſt enchanting voices. 
Such is the merit of my reſiſtance, that 
I paſs through the midſt of pleaſures as I 
paſs through a flower-garden ; ſmelling 
at one flower, admiring another, but ne- 
ver Topping to gather re f 
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He oO ber nf HTS ͤ trot 


TO GTLZzIR. 


W 7 Hl O would believe, conſidering the 


N place whence I write, that my letters were 
ſo rational? T think J hear F fine lady 
cry, 0 The man is mad What could 
poſſibly induce him to handle moral and 


metaphyſical ſubjects in the very boſom 


of Paris, Where we can neither walk 
N dancing, nor ſpeak without ſing- 
ing? In Paris, the vortex of gaiety, the 
| centre of pleaſures, the dwelling place of 


lovelineſs ? This is overturning 1 the order 
of things! „For me, cries a man of 
faſhion, when I write from Paris, I chooſe 
gilt paper bordered with flowers, and 


ſofter than fatin. I uſe the quill of a tur- 
tle, with the molt gloſſy ink; and inſert 
the 1 1 985 phraſes, to the end 


that 


ſcents; taking eſpecial care that it con- 


7 


R 


that my letter may bear the ſtamp of the 
capital. I perfume it with odoriferous 


tain nothing but amiable frivolities, ran- 
dom phraſes, filligree thoughts, and new 


coined words. A letter is inſupportable 
if it be not impreſſed with the ſeal of ele- 
gance. Does it treat of love? It OUR 
abound.in ohs ! and abs“ and ala. 


15 grief the ſubje&t ? It ſhould conſiſt of 


points: the words ſhould be cut ſhort, 


and the ſtyle ought to be heſitating, and 
| hacked into pieces. The leſs we love, 
the more violent ſhould appear our afflic- 
| tion, and the more tender our fenti- | 


ments.” ——, \ + £ 3. 


46 oh lady lately pretended to 5 deſperate- 
ly in love with a gentleman, whom ſhe 


had attached to her, by a thouſand pro- 


feſſions and demonſtrations ; forgetting 
even what ſhe owed to her ſex and con- 
dition, in order to laviſh upon him the 


moſt endearing careſſes. Letters every 


day, paſſed reciprocally between them; 
and in the moment when their mutual 


flame 
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flame ſeemed to blaze moſt furiouſly, the 
lover received an enormous packet from 
her whom he adored. His heart palpi- 
tated, his whole ſoul was moved: the 
mere inſpection of the ſeal and hand- 
writing produced a two-fold emotion. 
He opened the packet without knowing 
what he was about : his memory was 
confounded, his ſight failed; and, to 
ſuch a degree was he agitated, that he 
was obliged to read it over twice before 
he could comprehend its contents. At 
length he perceived all his own letters, 
his tranſports, his raptures, which his 
charmer had returned with the utmoſt in- 
difference and unconcern : aſſuring him 
that ſuch a flat and inſipid ſtyle was un- 
| worthy the regard of a woman of fa- 
ſhion. She earneftly deſired him to burn 
his vile traſh; and informed the unhap- 


ws. oy lover that ſhe had aſked pardon of all 


the muſes for having kept his letters ſo 


+ long in her poſleſſion. 


Thou mayeſt judge as thou ſhalt think 
proper of my ſtyle, provided thou giveſt 
me credit for the vigorous expreſſions of 
my heart. Adieu! LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 


To GLaAzin. 


* 'A SHARPER, ſummoned before 
the police for having been handſomely 
dreſſed, and well lodged and boarded 
without a ſingle farthing in his pocket, 
received orders to quit Paris, where he 
could, of courſe, ſubſiſt only at the ex- 
pence of the public. After having heard 
the humiliating ſentence pronounced, he 
replied, © I have ever been told that the 
place where we can live beft, is our pro- 
per country; and where could I be, bet- 


ter than in this large city, where I ſpent 
where I receive 


my life agreeably, 
every thing, and pay nothing? Thoſe 
who know me, envy my fate, as the fate 


155 a citizen that fears neither the dimi- 
1 nution 
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nution of rents, the impoſition of ſevere 
taxes, nor the fluctuation of the ſtocks. 
Beſides, if I am baniſhed on account of 
my poverty, I ought to be accompanied 
by at leaſt thirty thouſand young men 
whom I know ; for there are more than 
tiurty thouſand in Paris, that have no 
patrimony but their indiſtry. It is not 
by ſoliciting favours that I procure din- 
ners and ſuppers; for I appear always to 
go with great reluctance to the houſes of 
gentlemen by whom T am invited. Eve- 
ry thing conſiſts in talent and addreſs.— 
To one I ſay, In order to oblige you, 
I have broken my engagement with a 
duke; to another, if you will dine an 
hour later than uſual, I ſhall be at your 
ſervice, for I muſt neceſſarily attend the 
levee of the miniſter.” ——The court, 
pleaſed with his candour and gaiety, ſuf- 


fered him to range at liberty. 15 


It is a cuſtom among . to 
preſent themſelves, on the days of public 
audience, at the miniſters* houſes. They 

never 3 to theſe great men, nor are 


they 


IS 
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diets even known by them ; but they ap- 
pear with an air of importance, and, 
loſing themſelves in the crowd, converſe 
with one, and laugh with another, till 
they form alliances, which are the more 
dangerous, becauſe theſe gentry are ena- 
bled to ſay, We firſt ſaw each other in 
the miniſter's drawing-room.” 

An Indian would -periſh a thouſad 
times before he would have recourſe to 
ſuch craftineſs. If you would live at 
Paris, you muſt be poor or rich in the 
extreme, for mediocrity is inſupportable. 


Creditors torment, without ceaſing, the 


man who owes twenty ſhillings ; while he 
who owes them immenſe ſums, remains 
unmoleſted, becauſe they think he is rich. 
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LETTER IX. 


To GLAZ IR. 


FRANCE is truly a country of pro- 


digies. In this city the deaf are made to 
haear, the dumb to ſpeak, and the blind 


to ſee. An abbe who goes unrewarded 


among a thouſand uſeleſs eccleſiaſtics that 
devour all the loaves and fiſhes, has ta- 


ken upon himſelf the c: care of inſtructing 
the aſſlicted of whom 1 am ſpeaking.— 


He keeps a public ſchool; and it 18 a moſt 
touching ſpectacle to ſee him perform. 


With the aſſiſtance of geſtures, ſigns, and 


letters which he marks out with chalk, he 


makes himſelf underſtood; inſomuch 


that both the deaf and the dumb divine 


theſignification of every word he 28 
an 


("33 } 


and expreſs it by the moſt ſignificant ſigns. 
Joſeph the Second came with great eager- 
| neſs to ſee this venerable abbe, who cer- 
tainly merited ſuch a favour, on account 
of his intellig:nce and extraordinary vir- 
tues, of which patience is, by no means, 
the leaſt, I have ſeen him give leſſons, 
and have been pleaſed to the very ſoul. 
Even the moſt abſtruſe words are render- 
ed, by ſigns, clear and preciſe. But, 

would you believe that the Pariſians them- 
ſelves are leſs curious than ſtrangers to 
ſee ſuch a phenomenon; and that the 
greater part of the nobility have never 


viſited this academy? It ſeems that they 


are afraid of inſtruction, and think they 
have done enough when they have talked 


all 11 without Ming a word! Fare- 
well! 
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LETTER IXI. 


To ONE oF THE INTERPRETERS or 
THE LAw. 


MINISTER of heaven's vengeance 
and mercy; for by this double title I 
ſupplicate thy pre -· eminence to puniſh 
Malbere, and to pardon him. I took upon 
me the care of his education from his ear- 

lieſt moments, and he diſcovered the ſub- 
limeſt diſpoſitions; but I am informed 
that he has lately tranſgreſſed thy com- 


mands, and rendered wet culpable of 
indiſcretion. 


I deliver him up to thy great ſoul, 
which. being faſt bound to the Alcoran, 
can do nothing but what i is conformable 


to 


Deen from n for to rn they ſhould 


60 


to ts letter. Thou ſayeſt that he is the 
very eſſence of charity. On this account, 


the ſpirit of divine peace that reſts in thy 


boſom, will not permit thee to inflict a 
puniſhment too ſevere. The flame of an- 


=o will be * 2 than the flame 


My Wr at Paris. . not cal 


ed'me to forget my duty. The divine 
law continually. preſents itſelf to my 


mind, and drags me from the uttermoſt 


borders of the precipices that have been 

dug for me by vice. My footſteps are 
imprinted only in places where the vir- 
tues paſſed before; for I follow the traces 


of thoſe charming guides. The moment 


in which I am writing to thee, appears 


facred, becauſe of the reſpe& that I en- 
tertain for thy ſublime perſon and high 


dignity. The mountains ſhall fall ſooner 


than the miniſters of our prophet ſhall be 
overthrown. The flowers with which 
profane love decorates his crowns, are 


be 
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be offered, as to one who takes his flight 
to the very boſom of the ſtars, and re- 
ceives from thema divine light, unknown 
to the vulgar. I kiſs the threſhold of thy 
dwelling- place, and proſtrate myſelf, 
with my face buried in the duſt which 
has been trampled upon by thy ſacred 
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I HAVE not yet written to Ger re- 
1 the nobility that inhabit theſe 1a." 
titudes, becauſe I was willi ing to obſerve 
en ſcrupuloufly before I attempted to 
ſketch' their portraits.” Princes, miniſters, 
dukes; ,ambafladors,counts,and marquiffes, 
all have attracted my attention, and! am 
enabled to 20 of them without Par. 


Per Fs 1111 0151-30456 
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4 natural affabillty 
appears to de cad ly their digni iy; 

; —they with” to become 'more rin 
cative; but, at the ſame time, they” are 
afraid of e grandeur. Others, 
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vantage, have, at leaſt, the talent of ap- 


architects Who are e ployed by. them, 


= my lord's profound: kn wic dge it | 
= poco: The 12 . ee 


abe in; „ often invite an a0 
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The' great have generally an an ix ere C 
idea of happineſs, becauſe they are only 
beneficent At halves. The true enjoy. 


ment 


by a look of ſurlineſs, endeavour to make 
chemſelves amends for their ſuppleneſs at 

Aliat is to iy, they flraiten them- | 
ſelves after being "moſt ſervilely bent. 
There are among them; men of educa- 
tion; and thoſe that have not this ad- 


pearing to be Tearnell. 95 They” are ac- 
quainted with the technical terms of arts | 
and ſciences, inſomuch that p painters and 


liſtens], With admiration, and Vonder EY 


= * 


milan, or in other words, e Cr, 
10 their tables. „The 5 
redyle 5 4 * of encomiums upon, 
His excellency; for an acndemy, is abld⸗ 5 
lutely a manufacture of encomiums. : = 5 
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Went of richts conbits: the Going — 
withaut reſerve; and without partiality ;, , 
but they are thunderſtruck when à gene- 
rous action is propoſed to them. He who 
has need of their ſupport loſes their pro- 
| teQion, becauſe their protection conliſts , 
ſolely of words. I know them ſo well, 
laid a gentleman to me, the other day, 
that if a letter be ſhewn' to me that has 
been addteſſed tothem, I can predict their 
anſwer word for word. They keep a pre- 
cedent book of refuſals, and when they ſay 
that on all occaſions they will be your moſt 
humble ſervants, it ig ſure ſign that 11 705 
de not mean to ſerve you at e, 
One of theſe obliging lords 12 7 rofeffed 
himſelf the friend of, a, man of merit, and 
promiſed him every thing; but always 
1 when the unfortunate man petitioned for 
Ia particular place, he replied, << Acme, 
I for any other thing in the world, and 
4 You ſhall be convinced how deſirous I am 
© Þ of of giving y you ſatisfaction.“ He kept him. 
in this fituation for ten years, when the ' 
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Bohn is left to kick his 


Patron, ,* Lam poor“ 
twenty ſhillings. in · f V ö 
would not Change my ace for yours, 
"any; man with vain 
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adj 0 V. E. is dere dreſſed ont ina thou- 
155 d different Ways. He is a perfett Pro- 
in ban hs 5 MATER 9 5 
ture a lg th boxes, x fs, bauen, an 
ribands zyet, With all, 4s >: people, 5 
not love. a whit t the better, Nprhing can 
de colder than conjugal love, nothing 
mare variable than that. of layers. Our 
young men of fortune love only them 
ſelves,” aid, a lady to me, who was in 
1 def) Air at finding her charms neglected... 


SS S. = 


1 ve generally ceaſes here lewgnefs, | 
8 <* kk EL Sy F was defirous of of knowing from 
FE ke Prins tliemſelves whence proceed. 


es ae real caüſe of this diſorder; and 
, they 
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they replied that their young men, who 
were libertines at an early age, { ſeldom 
gave the firſt fruits of their loye to the 
women whom they married; that they 
were diſguſted with marriage, even be. 
fore the ceremony was over; that their 
brides; diſſatisfied with ſuch conduct, be- 
{towed their affections elle where; 3 and 
that love, thus toſſed about, was no more 
than the ſhadow of e 
he "Parifians want Few 1 greey of 
our fun, to give new watmth 25 ſpiri 
cc their love and friendfhip.” Love 525 
ene tree, planted in 4 burkihg IT'S 
which produces only venemous Tru lte 
they be not grafted upon bige” N a 
paſſion, tbo; loſes itſelf in words ; for it 
Is, for vel, "Yoaltttiy either in Plole E 
in poetry, of its own perfeAtions,— rue 
Wee ho bebte. 
But 1 will proceed to a little 4dventure 
which thou oughteſt to be made acquaint- 


ell with. A'little e being, "Half 4 grey, balf 
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ery thing, porn 1s Aktie 
in this 'buline! n 
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at my door, 
ſhews 
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ſhews me à little figure, and offers his 
little ſervices: This was a little abbe, 


| 5 who wiſhed, to ſerve me in the double 


capacity of antiquary and introductor. 
There are three ſorts of abbés, ſaid he, 
—1 inſtructive and enli gh tened abbẽs who 
honour their profeſſion, ſcandalous abbes 
40 are 2 diſgrace to it, and laflly frivo- 
lous abbes, who live as well as they can, 
| * perform little atchievements, in or- 
r to procure themſclyes. a mere, exiſt- 
ret one of theſe laſt ; ; and 1 aſſure 
you, my lord—a title he frequently re- 
peated—that 1 c can be ſerviceable to your 
affairs. 1: execute commiſſions of every 
king, 'Do n u wiſh; for pleaſant, or ſe- 
rious books? l can purchaſe them, with 
promptizude-. If a lady be in the caſe, I 
embroider, ws 4 handle the ſciſſars, 1 watch 
the monkey, I. compliment the paxrot, I 
run for the doctor, I announce the beſt 
williners and mantua- makers, I write let- 
ters and m efſages—in a word, Ido every 
thing that is necęſſary to be done. If a 
nobleman honours me with his confi- 
; T7 
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dence; I. conduct him to every bree 
where there are objects of eürioſity. 
When he ſteps into his carriage, I aſſiſt 


him with 778 een hola” his um- 


x) prella. CCCCCCCC mit 2 


Ke ve. 


oite-frarerniey who are continually upon 
the look out for the arfrwal f ſtrangersg 
and who render themſelves fer viccable by 
their complaiſance and little attentions. 
They are often able to the puniſnmene 
of A ee jeſt; or \ diſdainful ok or 


ls. ahb of WHA <onfequence” 15 10 
that we are ridieuled, provided that we 
tive? We abe the rk ve Haha theſe 
+ humourous publications Which handle us 
roughly! It ſeems that burleſque come- 
dies and pamphlets Would have” no poig- 
naney if we were not allowed to figure 
min them. An author lately detained me 
for half an hour, at the Palais Royal, and 
afterwards had the infolence to inform 
me thar * Jay” (heb All: the while, 
It pitt” am imo - ſketching 


are more than an thiindrediof 95 
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ſketching. my. character, for the puspitd 
3, introducing 1 it into a new arcs. 
The abbé appeared to be a pleaſant fel- 
low, but he was hungry, and I gave him 
a dinner. I entreated him to relate a fe 
adventures reſpecting his fraternity, but 
he obſerved, that the clergy ſufficiently diſ- 
graced themſelves, ans had no ſort of OC- 
caſion, for detractors. NY : 
+. Theſe: abbes: generally Akpate their 
fortunes at Paris; and, from what 1 have 
told thee, thou 9 i. acknowledge that 
they make a noble uſe of the goods of re- 
ligton. Were the donors to riſe from 
their tombs, how would they be ſur- 
priced! They would burſt into holy rage 
and the amphibious abbes; would be ans / 
nihilated under the: eo of e ee 
indignatien. Te 7770 ĩðW ORE 
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medicine, natural , philoſophy,—all are 
offered us, in detail, every morning. 
Loofe fheets containing extracts from the 
moſt celebrated works, are diſtributed, 
through the city, and the mind. is nou 
riſhed by them in a manner equally uſe- ; 
ful and agreea e. They wonderfully al. 
ſift. the ignorant; and eyen the learned 


themſelves meet with traits that refreſh. ö 


their memories. Theſe daily reſources 
force, as it were, the inhabitants of Pa- 
ris to become {killed in ſcholaſtic know- 


ledge. Novelties appear continually ; and 


every analyſis that is made from them, is 
extremely ſerviceable to PRE who have 
neither 


7 q ö "GY, 5 le . 
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neither time to read, nor money to Pur; 
chaſe originals. _ 1 | 

< ought to have wt Ki tha! \ four: 
nal iſt, 18 one who Palles' judgment upon 
new books; and chat although the eriti- 
ciſm of journals be not always + impar- 
tial, it corrects authors, and challenges 
good taſte. Since 1 began to read. theſe 


YO CO 1 


publications, I have 588 a volubility 
of ſpeech, and am, at length, become 
thoroughly verſed in French literature. 

There are men Who impatiently wait the 
appearance of journals, in order to appear 
learned. Without them they would not 

have a word to ſay: but in quoting from 
them anecdotes and phraſes, they paſs 
for intelligent people This puts me in 
mind of what a gentleman ſaid to me the 
ee day, who is remarkable for his ele- 

ar 4 N GL Hal | Sto 5 Saen. 35833 ; 1 Job 

| It is almoſt. apofbbld to avoid edn in this COND | 
that our national criticiſm, (pproculartys that of the reviecus, 
bas a manifeſt ad vantage over the criticiſm of our Gallic 's 
neighbours : ro good taſte,” and ſound erudition, the au- 1 
thors of theſe: periodical, publications certainly add be ne- 
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vant verſes. I never made a rhyme in 
my life, ſaid he, but I have a ſkilful me- 
thod of ſelecting odes, elegies, and epi- 
grams of the laſt century, by which WH 
I paſs for an original wit.“ In Paris im- 


pudence compoſes more than three parts 


of merit, and conſequently of re reputation. 
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1 KNOW not t if this letter will ever 
fall! into thy hands, for I write to thee in 
the tranſports of my friendſhip, uncer- 
tain whether or no thou reſideſt ſtill at 

Paris. Be it as it may, my conſcience 
ſhall be ſatisſied. From the banks of the 

Red Sea, . abandon this letter to the 
mercy of the winds and waves. 1 would 
addreſs, an ode to them, were I affured 
that they would be faithful to fulfil N 
deſires. ; 
]s it true that thou art pleaſed. with 
Paris, and that, upon the whole, not- 
withſtanding. its diſorders, thou findeſt 
reaſon predominant ? „ Much frivolouſ. 
neſs, indeed, myſt be paſſed by, before, 
reaſon, can be met-with; but the caſe was: 
exactly the ſame in Rome and in Athens, 


in ſpite of all the glory that is now af- 
ſcribed 


7 


6 254 ) 


cribed to them. They have been exalted 
during more than a ſcore of centuries, 


and this exaltation has oe them an air 


of importance. 


Remember that 1 partake of thy ae | 


ſures and amuſements, - Make me there- 
fore to enjoy all that is excellent in the 
arts, ſciences, and faſhions. When I Was 
at Paris, the manners of the French were 


leſs refined than at preſent, but on the 


other hand, the Parifians' were? not ſo 


much addicted to extremes. There i: is a 'T | 


certain moderation which appears poig- 
nant in a fmaller degree, but which i is by 


no means without" its merit. "Women | 
formerly were mbdeſt and referved ; 
places ef public entertainiietit;\ and ik 


they were not wiſe, they had, at "leaſt, 
the appearance f Wifdco mm 


Make proviſion of Al only” canſt wad 


and ſee cht is intereſting, to the end that 
we may ; de amuſed and inſtructed when 


we meet tog ether. But When Will fuch a 15 

- happy event irrive?”” Heaven, that con- 

ducts us 4 Fe glootny paths and 
-16« YEF13 71 "4 E 42 3713 windings" 


1 
Dic 


"ti. bon # ” hd © 


(„0 | 


windings of this life, is alone e 15 
anſwering the queſtion. 5 
I have ſuffered diſeaſes and ee 
in ſhort, all the caſualties that are attach- 
ed to our poor humanity ; but I have con- 
ſoled myſelf by anticipating in my mind, 
the time when all theſe troubles will come 
to an end; for alas, we are infinitely more 
happy or an in ae than 
in reality!“ nn A | 
Having loſt, my three Tonk] 1 am loft; 
entirely, alone. I watched and attended. 
them to, the laſt, moments of, their exiſte 
_ ence, as brothers whom Providence had 
placed under my protection. While Iwas 
cloſing their eyes, they gave me a.thous, 
ſand benedictions. Alas, their aſhes are 
removed far from me; and vet perhaps x 
their ſouls © are near to mine, But theſe, 
are impenetravle, myſteries which 1 leave. 
to him who alone can eluidate chem, and 
who is unwilling that. they ould be re- 
vealed to us While We remain below. 
Adieu! if thoy preſerveſt thy gaiety ene 
wil always] be © Ny Ae cones db 
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. HAVE been indiſpoſed for ſever ral 
days,” not being able to Hep, which gave 
me much inquietude, although I'am no 
ſteeper." Four Hours bf reſt out of four 


and twenty are allT rec quite. e 


* 


82 During my Was 
doctor of the + bt” of 28 whe 3 
knows nothing of phylic, but WhO cures 
all. the world by his cheerfulneſs and 

iety of beart. "He told me, in a tone 
of voice, "highly" original, Wt” lea af 


pe M 


being Unable tb" TON When, the body was Was 
full, e was confequ Gently no ri in 
eating, when'w 7e Were | in good, health. e 
is a great enemy to falling, perſuaded | 
that, as one morſe] chaſes another, we 


4 52 8 A i | 5 a a have 


6 
rave only to double and treble the doſe of 
aliment, when the ſtomach i is diſordered, 
to effect a certain Cre; "02 


He leaves the care of almoſt all diſor- 


ders to Nature, pretending that ſhe is 4 
good botcher, and well knows how to 


take up the ſtitches that drop in our con- 


ſtitution. Theſe were preciſely his own 
terms. 


"In confequen nice ol bis mode of praice, 


he f is the phy clan of 1 know not. how 


many prelates, and others, who think it 
much better to go full, than faſting, into 
the other, world e journey thither, 
ought indeed, to be provided for; more 
particularly as there are no inns upon 
the road. A dev voree, However, Who 
10 es 00d « eating, believes that the aints 
155 by the way fide, for the pur: 


900 
50 of entertaining the elect, tin they 


— 


e at the heaven 7 palace. 5 

I uſed the doctorꝰs receipt, with 180 
REL and found myfelf much better. 
For eight. days previouſty to this time, 1 
had 821 n 5 bread; and fed with 


chicken 


: £ 253 ) 


chicken broth, —But phyſicians are TY 
ways in extremes: — they generally pre- 
ſcribe a regimen adapted to their -own 
taſtes and prejudices. The doctor that 
gannot drink coffee, will, if poſſible, pre- 
vent all his patients from drinking i it. 
| All diſorders proceeded from ſoup, ac- ; 
cording to an old. phyſician, who loyed 
not ſoup himſelf: all diſorders are propa- 
gated * 1 in oe ed of. Doctor 
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| plant in x utter Serge je") ls | __ 
How many opinions i in "the 1 807 are 
0¹ nded on prepoſſeſlio on; and who! is able 
to tell us what opinion ally is? Tt ſprings 
| up, it grows, ard becomes ſtropger than 
the ſoundeſt jidgments,—more powerful 
than all poſſible authorities. Kings them- 
ſelves are brought before its tribuna}, ang 
no ſooner does it pronounce f ſentence than 
the multitude are hurried away , in a. moſt 
aſtoniſhing: manner. : We l ſee it reigbing 
oyet cities and kin gde ms, and ale ö 
ing g ente and e e W 
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30 LET * now tt he 1 Pak neither to 41. 
nor to be ſuſceptible. of appetite... : Gor- 


rf } 


mandizing i is left to financiers, luxurious 
morkels to al abbes ; FH and; from the age of 
five an twenty ears, people are afraid 


10 Tg # 


to cat ſuppers, becauſe they begin to-grow 


old,” At feaſt his, is the, modi phraſe, 


@ 3% 35 7 4 en 


18 often but too ee tis 
Some time ago 1 was invited ton mag- | 


31 
and it 


> Lis! 


Re 5 1 


nificent 1 . and © ut. of fo orty perſons 


that made theix| appearance, there were 
: but nine that placed themſelves at table. 
Kg: at this ſin alarity y, 275 obſerved: 


to à perſon who lat r near me that all thoſe, 


FT * 75 r 7 
who were Walking about were, doubt- 
31% BY Þ 3 | leſs. 
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they ſit as 10 
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leſs, fick dn Ji that 1 was s ſurpriſed 5 
at their keeping ſuch late . 


“They are all well as you are, he re- 
plied; but were they tormented with 
hunger, they would. not ſit down to ta- 
ble, becauſe it is unfaſhionable. For- 


merly people ate five meals; at preſent 
they ſcarcely "eat one. Out breakfaſts, 


dinners, collations, ſuppers, and mid- 


night repaſts, are all ſuppreſſed. I know 


4 marchioneſs who takes no Tuſtenance 
but at two 0 clock in the morning,—the 


time when ſhe deſi {tz from play —becauſe, 
| the would | 


die on the ſpot, were ſhe ob- 

ſerved to eat. If there were no paraſites, 
even the, mode of ſitting down to table 
would be forgotten; ; and on this account 
as they can, for, the pur- 
po fe of! keeping up the cuſtom.” . EE 


The French are extravagant in their 


: entertainments, par ticularly with reſp et 
to the method, of preparing .t 


hems: But 
notwithſtanding t their country produces 


313 77 
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tables. 


Ra wine, it is beider f fox und at their 


15 


48 
* 
8. 
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tables. 
it is not always drunk to their healths— 


( a6 ) 
Strangers ink it for them; yet 


particularly i in London. 
The great prophet that deprived us of 
wine, has not forbidden us to talk of 


that ſparkling liquor. All legiſlators have 


4 


8 4 


ordained pri vations, to teach us that a 
ſenſual life, 1 not che life of a rational 
being! | rs - 
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ON One of thoſe days When chriſtians ho- . 

nour the memory of ſome particular ſaint. 

In theſe celebrations the ſacred is mixed 

- with the prophane; for in one place they | 

pray and 4ing, while in another there are 

drinking parties and aſſignations. Þ was 


deſirous. of , witneſſing ſuch a ſpeRace, 
and was conducted to the houſe of the 
nobleman Who gave it. I found excel. 
lent cheer and good company. French 


eee manifeſted itſelf in the moſt en- 


gaging way, and the e e is 
me the greateſt attention. 

While I liſtened to a perfonage who 
ne decided on the opaitotis of 
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all. 
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all the reſt: as well as on the merit! of 
every new publication, 1 faid to a knight 
of Malta whom I knew: This is doubt- 
leſs one of your moſt learned men, and 
one who has given..profor nd works 0 
the public. RN . 
. ver hom it; dene the knight: — 
he is an abſolute non- entity among au- 
thers; And all his merit! conſiſts in the? | 
madneſs of railing at every thing that falls 
in his way. He plays the critic with re- 
gard to literary productions both in proſe 
and verſe,” hut he could 5 
a ſingle page himſelf without Tülling Its” 
with. blunders. We are not here the 
dupes of ſuch bitter calumniators, whoſe 
order is too well known, eee rated 9 
marks are laughed at and deſpiſed; 11 
ers how otight a mant proceed, ako 7 
I, in order to foreſtal reputation, and to 
reren from their decfec ? T 
He e he {PRE that puffers 5 
| of: ww Mikiricras! „ The male merit 
becomes important when we have people 
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to trumpet forth our praiſe ;- | 
CY mean, with loud voices, Who, 
themſelves through th en ne 
ngen. at the houſes of the great, ane | 
in public places, exalt the man 

e they wiſh to ſet up for a prodigys 
They extol his works and his name, and 
nam not 3 to n — pemonry 


—— — — Beule 
5 eien ede Ate; * e n ho andy; 
0 Thus I ſee, my ll ir, that int 
trigues is here the grand: ſupport of: aus: 
thors and of Placemen : and that they 

would appear to he mere dwarfs inſtead 

on uh, pmeee if: they had not en er den 


| intrigue3n ſeat in the academy is abtainey, 
ue and it is thro? 
15 men arrive at reputation. he tpixit, of 
party attempts to ſtile a man's talents, - 

| and 


. ( 


fund 


and to aſperſe his. manners, whea-it cans 

not obſcure his genius. 2 
Paris really furniſhes an incxhauliible 

f reflections. The four quarters 2 

of the world are confounded in it, in 

ſuch a manner that, without leaving this 


immenſe capital, we diſcover Aſia, Africa, 
and America. It is a ſoil impregnated | 


with the genius of all thoſedifferent coun- 
tries. For my amuſement, the other day, 


I actually divided Paris into Four parts, 
giving to each the name of one of the 


four quarters of the globe. [The quarter 


of S.. Honor, 1 called Europe; that of 


St. Antoine; Africa; St. Germain I called 
Ala and the Lon 2 Se. ace America. 


— 


5 Cant Sow? believe: a the Seren : 
of: dreſs is become almoſt extinct? No- 


blemen of the | higheſt rank walk about 


all the morning; dreſſed like their ſer. 
vants, Without the leaſt mark of diſtinc: 
tion. "TG RT 5 is een 


„ . beca uſe 
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becauſe their ſtate of concealment ſpares 
them many. ſalutations which they would 
otherwiſe be obliged to return. How 
many inconveniences are attendant upon 
good manners; particularly when a 
Jung 'prelate ſinds it neceflary to conceal 
is croſs? | Formerly it was a crime to 
1 ide this ihgrk of eccleſiaſtical dignity ; 
but, at | preſent, thy lord comes and goes 
3 2 Abe) being perceived. God 
that he may make uſe of his gui 
metely for the bee of giving alms 
more e Un. —2—ͤ—· — 
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PAST ages, like leave exir SEA 
Ill the bock of deſtiny, which the 
Deity himfelf has torn out, -are'{wallbw- 
ed up for ever in that abyſs where every 
thing i is precipitated, and. whence nothing 
returns. Into this gulph the years that 
compoſe our mortal life are e 
dropping. 

This, my 32 friend, f is one of the re- 
flections 1 make, while 1 am preparing 
for thy return. Nothing i is ſo favourable 
to ſerious meditations as the abſence of a 
friend. Nature, whoi is then ina gloomy 
mood, directs the ſoul to ſolemn objects, 

N 2 and 
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and teaches it to philoſophize, > have re- 
marked that we cannot analize time with- 
out being forrowful. Always reminding 
us of the paſt, whoſe loſs We regret, and 
always leaving us to glance at the future, 
Which we are not ſure of attaining to, it. 
offers us only the preſent, which periſhes 
even whilſt we are talking of it! 
There is, however, a way to diſperſe 
theſe melancholy reflections, and the fol- 
lowing is my receipt. I never ſuffer my 
thoughts to ramble beyond the day that 
is paſling over me; and 1 ſay to myſelf 


Wkile I am riſing “ This day williI 


ſpend without inquietude, and without 
troubling myſelf about to-morrow, Which 
does not belong to me; ; and whick 1 is only 
an imaginary being. a thing that does 


not exiſt !”? The wretched Would be far 
leſs numerous in the world, were each to 
fay to himſelf, as he riſes. from his bed, 
« am aſſured only of this day.” "Itis 
the dread of the future that torments 
mankind, mo, a ſuture of which we are not 
certain, 
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To SOLINA,, NERISA AND PALMIRA.. | 
M love hath not varied a fingle- 
minute, nor ſunk a ſingle degree, Gare 
our union bound our hearts in indiſſolu- 
ble bands. I call upon my conſcience, the 
ſtorehouſe of my moſt ſecret ſentiments, 
to bear witneſs of this truth. If I have 
croſſed the ſeas, it has been neither thro®. 
diſtate nor inconſtancy; but to find means 
of occupying my ſoul, which would prove 
- my- greateſt torment if the had not nou- 
riſhment proportioned to her wiſhes. She 
burns with a deſire of knowledge, and her 
fire muſt be cheriſhed. Beſides, I thought 
it my duty to gain all poſſible inſtruction, 
to the end that I might ſerve my country 
the. more effectually: and I concluded 
that 


(G 


that my children would receive a better 


education when 1 ſhould, be Able to im- 
part to them that knowledge of: men aud 


things that is acquired by travelling. We. 


no longer live in thoſe.bavbarous and; bar- 
ren times, when ignorance was cheriſnied- 
_ as the ſoyereign good; when aothing Was. 
ſeen but tribes of. rohberʒ and vagabonds. 
The French, as well as the Engliſh, have 
viſited our country and poliſhed Our man- 
ners. As to the reſt, conjugal love, by, 
which 1, have been directed, is mot like 
thoſe tranſitory amours thai exiſt, only for 
a, moment: it graſps the ſouł in ſuch a 
way that neither time nor place can alter 
it, if a man be xeallx hong; With re-. 


gard to yourſ dlves, your, virtues and 


Your beauty will defend you from all 


ſuſpicions. Every time ye ſurvey your. 5 


charming faces in the limpid peel that is 
ſmocother than the moſt poliſhed i ice, ve 
will ſay to yourſelves, He would bea 
madman; were he to treat ug with:infige- 


lity.“ "Your lips more ſhining than coral, 
never vaadet from my heart, and I am 
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anxious for the happy moment when E 
ſhall be able to mingle my ſentiments 
with yours, td the end that there be but 
one ſoul between us. 
What will ye think of my delicacy 
when 1 tell you with my own mouth, 
_ that in the midſt of all the enchantments 
of Paris, I have thought of nothing but. 
you? Adieu, my dear and tender wives! 
Fam” charmed to hear that ye live in 
peace ; ; that the fla ve who! dared ta pre- 
ticate is rerurned to his duty; and that 
your my diſtreſs ariſes from my abſence. 
Te diſtreſs youtfelves becauſe J am re- 
moved to ſuch a diſtance; but, as T have 
already remarked to ybu, there is no diſ- 
tance for fouls. Were it neceffary to 
cauſe we ſhalt perhaps fee each 
other no more, we ought to weep every 
evening before we retire to reſt, for no- 
body is affured of ſeeing the following 
morning. I embrace you all alike, un- 
pak nad EIN Wo our ir divine prophet.” 
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'H E, auguſt ſenate which the, mo- =—_ 
had. diſperſed, : 1 have. ſeen rein- : 


5 


ſtated. If the goddeſs Themis herſelt 
were to deſcend upon the earth, ſhe we 


not appear with greater majeſty! It i 
pity, however, that ;abis, cxterag Pe : 
eapery,z; by wenns of 8 the e. 

ech with expence, a. 


Ife eloquenc oi ee of pleading © 
5.4 gross impoſition... Aman. in a large 
black robe, argues before forty, or ; fifty 
magiſtrates, who, by their ſcriouſneſs and 
ſolemnity, appear to repreſent the Roman 
N 3 ſenate; 
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ai 
ſenate; Theſe magiſtrates would not be 
themſelves, it ſeems, if they were not 
arrayed in diſtinguiſned habits, which ge- 
nerally produce a wonderful eſſect. There 
is however no. difference between the 
dreſſes of barriſters and thoſe of attor- 
nies.” This, in my N is an evil 
that ought to be remedied. 1 
The parliament, like all other aitfics 
in the world, has its calumniators; but, 
it muſt be allowed that their ſtrictures are 
not always founded. When it makes no 
remonſtrances it is reproached with timi- 
.dity ; when it remonſtrates, at is deemed 
raſh and precipitate. 
The troubles of French Cine. 
proceed from their | regiftries : had theſe 
always been renounced, as at this day, 
the refult had been more fortunate. 
Iwill bring with me ſeveral pleas, ſuits, 
aj petitions of the ſolicitor-general' Se- 
'guier. This ſingular man, Who has long 
been the oracle of the bar, renovates his 
genius when he pleaſes, and gives it new 
| "mn and Ow inn: and kings 
- gs) | . have 


G27 


have lieard and admired him; nor have 
theſe honours made him arrogant. He 


thinks the praiſes that are now ſcattered 
with ſuch profuſion, ought not to affect 
a great man: that poſterity alone ſhould: 
be regarded, and not a cluſter of inſigniſi- 
cant beings, bee as frivolous 
as their talents. ah te e 
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Thy affection for the Bregcl een 
will attach. thee befor. hand to the me- 


moirs that I e promiſed thee. Fare- 
| well !- N ik Dh £34 Le t 011 
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85 2"PREPOSSESSION' is very powerful 
it tl country; and ſhe is almoſt always 
ehe An author, à man of real pro- 
f ty, made bis 3 appearance, à few! days 
ce lbs fe which happened to 
2 1 invited, EO chere Was a large com- 
© pany!” A man whom he had never ſeen 
— before, miſtakes him for another of infe- 
ior rank, and Ubſtinately perſiſting in his 
mn fake” begins to ſtorm and bluſter; 
Calls his phyſiognomy abominable; rates 
his underſtanding below mediocrity, and 
" regarag him with an eye of diſdain. The 
” moment, however, arrived in which he 
f Was 


171 
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was undeckiveck and he could not, for 
fome time, recover from his furprize. In- 
cidents of this nature happen every day, ; 


and yer they are Hot IIkely to be cor- 


rected. It is even faid that when a man 
"M0 miſtaken, particularly if he be a mĩniſ- 


tract his opinion. A principle the more 


deteſtable as theſe men muſt, in eourſe, 
believe themſelves to be 54 and 
finally become tyrants. 1 lately de- 
ſcended into the moſt-gloomy dungeons 
in Paris, for the purpoſe of furyeyitig 
the terrible effects of ſuch tyranny and 
depravity of heart. .} confeſs my indig- 
nation araſe when 1 fa erpeities exer- 
ciſed in the very boſom of France, upon 
its wretched inhabitants. No. books ! no 
.- light no conſolations as if i it were ne- 
ceſſary to reduce to utter deſpair, the un- 
fortunate beings who, had already been 
deprivediof liberty, and were ſoon to be- 
5 "— of life! Nothing but exceſſive 
wv FROM could have invented ſuch a puniſh- 


nt f _Monfepy N eckar, whoſe ſuperior 
2E talents. 


% 


2 


— 


(any 


_ tatents-will infallibly-eſfect the falvation of. 
France, is expected ene enn barba« 
rous cuſlom. cn 44; Rn Lb, 
My viſit to theſe 5. n ee 
the purpoſe of noticing the abuſes that 
prevail in them. That of exacting five 
and forty livres. a. month, for a chamber 
horrible to the view, is ſcandalous in the 
_ eatreme,:: No. extortions are more terri- 
ble: than thoſe af gaolers: Every thing 
paſſes through their hands, and, for tho 
leaſt indulgence, they muſt be paid be- 
yond all meaſure. A -prifoneriſhould not 
be obliged t bara a farthing while he 
is in confinement for-how is it poſſible 
that he can pay his debts vchen he. bye 1 
the moſt; common neceſſaries at the moſt 
exorbitant rates? It appears to me ee 
a man would become a bad ſubjęcꝭ in theſe 
places of horror, even if he. ſhould poſſeſs 
agaod diſpplition. He Wer 1d live in the 
very boſom of vice; and be compelled. to 
hear the. moſt vicious converſation 
But where is the country in che world that "5 
gore mY. in. need of: reform Were a 


Pariſian 
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Parifian to viſſt outs, what changes wou 
be attempt ta make L ſhould ſwoon, 
| ſd a ſine lady, to me, to find in India 
neither coaches - nor caps, nor huſbands 
ſuch as ours: - without the, Faint Royal, 
Liſhould indubitably epire %, „, wt 9 ff] 
Ihe ſame lady informed W he: 
bad been born in the country; and had 
made a uo to ſelect. a huſband from this 
place of «faſhionable. refort; that inc 
miſtreſs of her time and fortune, ſhe re- 
paired; thither every e e How! 
ſeat, for. three. hours at leaſtz.where;, ab- 
ter having well examined the air, ang car- 
rige of the. company. that paſſed and re- 
paſſed, Ihe perceived a man, whom ſhe 
thought ſhe. could love. She accoſted 
him, — they ſoon herame acquainted; and, 
ag it often happens that. abbẽs are dreſſetl 
: 8 men of the world, he proved to be 
an abb. It was too late to retract, and 
1 the conſequence. The 
-huſband' continued his aſſiduities, till his 
lady -afſpired, to a young fop with a. large 
: cravat, gallen ear - rings, and A; +l 
efti 251 rs: itt | frock. 


£ ub Seto p off eh, opti [cn 
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„n ert, he picket! a "SI the.. 
araber hir wedding, with a man as raſh . 
as himſelf, and received a mortal wound! 
The young widow, who bad been a 
woman but a fingle day, was ee ee 
to be a woman no longer, She x gave to 
der widov hood an air of virginity, and 
Ane — an abundance of wit, and a 
great deal of levity, added to an immenſe 
fortune, render her at this, moment. ex- 
tremely intereſting. Beſides all t > te 
has à naive that belongs only. 40 herſelf. 
She is vexed becauſe Paris is not thiken, , . 
from time to time; by Uttle earthquakes 
being of opinion that 555 25785 g eity 
ought i boaſt of eve th ing 1 % de has 
ahn, x devotee, whom-ſhe Never. ſees. 
People of that deſcription, the days, are 
not made for this world; the will, chere. : 
fore, ers het wits al the arri ant . 


—— tt — 44. — 


I cannot help dn a in ſite of ber 
nen which are ſo ſtriking, and 
of a 4 FRE 10 entirely new, that even 
W e miſanthropſt | 


* 8 ' — 


miſanthZopiſts are > ered by chend. TD 
other day, the took a large ſpaniel by the 
pa e xclatiie 4; in the midſt of 2 


ert ian Rall 


— —  — ——— 
CO — r 


ante be Gree; „ Te gen! tle! 

ve my k night fant; and my friend; for 
ſivce” our great l Rabe eg. concluded that 
beaſts are of the fame nature às ourſelves; 
Lſhonla: be ſorry to be without Uns 
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1 4 amid the whirl — 
buſtle of Paris, becauſe Lam net prevented 


| ay Re myfelf. - I always ſind 


| — with ſeduction- 


| cri rofeting 
\ ö 0 bridlle her: d 32. 


Lchave choſen a little hermitage, at a. 
ſmall diſtance from Paris, where I often. 


philoſophize ; and here Fam ſometimes 
n 5 eren Weig 


the reſult of YARD ſenſe; governed by an 
immortal for 


ents. 13 n AE (5: . Bl {47 210 


ONE n can we be diſſatisfied with our-- 
ſelves if it be true (at the twinkling 


L Procures us the greateſt 


2 re- 


1 mh 


* 
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e e e „ po a. 
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of an eye, we are able to procure a thous. 
ſand pleaſures? The: pleaſure of hearing; 
the pleaſure of taſting, the pleaſure of 
ſpeaking, the pleaſure of feeling, the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing; the pleaſure of thinking, 
the pleaſure of imagining, the: pleaſure of 
remembering, ;—:all theſe are ſo many: 

ndows which JLopen in a moment, and 
obtain for my ſouka proſpect of unſpeak 
able atisfaction. Every morning, Lcalcu: 
late the number of different faculties that 
are at my own. diſpoſal; g and this fh, 
Which! ſee ſo well encloſed, and defended, 5 
penetrates me with the: moſt lively admi- 
ration. So huge and powerfuł do I ſeem 
to be, that E am almoſt tempted to thin 
myſelf a god The univerſe withaut meis 
ine flectual and unimportant; ideal 
that, were: there no martalafto comte. 12 
plate and unalize it, it w uld more 
ane ee ee D en WO. 
© Theſs ene of wil thrown-upos TI 7 


werefollowedbylong aid K | 
tions. But. wWhO-will ee eat 7 
che ſharperjwho has only four aud dtwenty, | 


G 


hours, night and day, in which to find 


means of duping the public; not the pe- 


tit maitre, infatuated with his figure to 


ſuch a degree as never to quit his hair- 
dreſſer and iooking-glafs ; not the man of 
wit, who ranſacks frivolous authors for 


frivolous converſations ;- not the miſer 


who continually counts his money with- 
out growing tired; not the, vender of 
benefices, who Proſtrates Himel in the 
 anti-chambers of the great, calling every 
man in place my ford; not the igeot 
Who, morning: noon, and night, mut - 


ters words that he b 


not [himſelf un- 


Lerſtand, and Who believes that” he ſhall 


11 


| quiries reſpecting its propert] 


. fave his ſoul by forbearing - to- 
es} | | ; $24 E 


Where then ſhall we find a il f re- 
"Rakes? 'Eſpecially-: white the world is 


make en 


: 2 e he whoartem pts to chink 


2 and reve the Wa 11 0 
mere Words. It is not Ad MlS: that 
Bs conzury, thovldbe alike Adieu! 
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MANCES. and Hbels, libels af 
ſtitute, at preſent, the 
els witt ; which 

Talents, 
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bigots haye not a ittle 
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contributed to her baniſhment. The ſur- 
- lineſs of their character, and their fero- 
cious air, have been taken for virtue her- 
ſelf; while, on the contrary, the diſtin- 
| ag features of that goddeſs are gen- 
tleneſs, and ſweetneſs of diſpoſition. One 
is almoſt tempted to fay that theſe virtu- 
ous perſons are forry that they are Gs 
ſo fad and ſerious do they appear. 
Nee You cannot imagine What good 1 
have done, ſaid a der viſe to me. he 
z , called a chartreux, or carthuſian friar 
I have induced a number of ybung people 
0 viſit our monaſtery by aſſuming an air 
always pleaſant and familiar ; and the af- 
Fubility wit! Which. I bave, at all times, 
received them, has drawn many from 
the paths of vice. We had an auſtere 
prior, whoſe countenance was always fur- 
red into frowns, but he converted no- 
body; while! I. if 1 had been willing, 
could have made as many novices as-I had 
Viſitors. The fear, however, of enticing 
men who were born for liberty, into a 
dare that can never be broken, prevented 
(Lau me | . 
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me, always, N waking) propoſitions, 
too lightly, or indiſeriminately. Were 
there no vows, it would be ſo much the 
better; but vows are terrible to be en- 
e e eee 
I conceived the higheſt eſteem! for this 
amiable man, example i 18 worth. a 
hundred books of morality. |. |... 
FT little adventure I: relatetl tora Wo- 
'W*- man of faſhion, who cried, $6; 06; bad 
found ſuch a friar I ſhould moſt certainly 
have turned nun upon 
: virtue to receive as many .hades:as. 
give to ribands, I ſhould make an ex- 
cellent devotee but L hate to ſee a me- 
lancholy air preſiding ene conduc 5 of 
dreſs, or countenance.” WJ Ott fer Acts. 
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| ef Sy" a A pleaſant reflection, ban * dopbe. 
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; ith 
'and —_ trifling in appe⸗ it in- x 
: N | 65 
1 3 * 
dudes 4 moral ſenſe. Adieu. ae, 
"bx F425 11 131 #5, t Wer r n d Blas 
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ze dear ; books and, Oe 
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otheſe little ED ſlieets, 


again? It ist 


which circ Slate through eye 


village, and 'penetr ate, into ev ve ry ho uſe, 
that we owe: the privilege 'of e Co 
2111 91 

1 and 


of crows; of bee 
empi es; asd of Pg 


nnen, 


7 . 


with the four quarters ae er 1 
are enabled tö determin 
jets of miniſters,” the” ilch tor Pane 
che death of great men, and the __ 
ons Uf courts." ne Mfr 1 ITO Tt 
0 2 te of Paris chat ſhduld delle 
77 the ſecret adventures of that 
Atera eapitil, would, doubtleſs, be 
preg but it would alſo reveal truths 
that are much better Yuried in oblivion. 
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There are 8 towns, in Paris — town 


that eye ery b body ſees, that, every body fre- fre- 
quents;: and! af bterr neous town, Where 


#% 


every ſpecies es of U villainy. is fabricated. "He. 
who viſits tlie atter runs a double riſk ; 
for he i is either the vidim of k Enaves, or 


becomes, Ar, knave, himſelf, . Faris, how- 


* 


Ui, 
- 


ever, would be unlike, a other cities 


12 $1.52 4+ <4 


were it free front irregularities. * PLES F 
I am/going to ſpend three days f in \ the 
country, where. 1 am. to, be introduced to 
one of our Indian vwamen, that; cbance 
Has brought to this country. We are 
really, in the hands of | the eternal, like 
the ſeec that a labourer. ſows, and the 
wind” on eee e 
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5 Wo ue ee MY gel ap- 
Pearance met me whalft I:Was: going, n 
country, to myslittle hermitage, They 
conjured me to lend-my aſſiſtane in for- 
warding their death eee 
withla ſeeming unconcernedneſzichat ab- 
folutely aſtoniſhed me, we are going to 
try who can Kill che other with. 8 — 
eſt dexterity to dt node , viel: 

x Hs to be the e e thels; 
combat, at the ſame time, expreſſing a 
with to know the cauſe of their diſagree- 
ment. They were, at firſt, unwilling. to 
give me ſatisfattion on this head, but, at 
length. told me that their quarrel related 
Iz aint Dag ie n bas, 5 hi 
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to a modeſt woman, i wha it was necef. 
ſary. to requite with blood. Laſked them 
gravely, if they W Egli, Incaſe; this 
woman could be proved to have been li- 
beral of her $4085; and they replied 
God forbid! In hopes therefore 
that delay might akin their fury, I pro- 
poſed to them, before: they proceeded to 
actual murder, to go and obſerve the 
cquntenance of the lady in queſtion; and 
Leven went ſo far as to aſſert that I had 
ſuflicient.re: ons for the making of ſack! 
a; propoſmion. They imagined that I was 
acquainted with her, and inſtantly con- 
ſented; but our journey did not, in the 
leaſt, abate their choler. At length we 
arriyed, and abſolutely found the charmer 
drinking claret in the company of two 
clerks, with whom ſhe appeared enchant» 
ed. Our two young gentlemen were 
thunderſtruck ; they led to the ſtaircaſeʒ 
and thelady the virtuous lady AF 
ſuppoſed to be. dying with grief, Was band 
doned for ever. 8 V u 
The fury of the duelliſts now- happily: - 
ſubſided ; and they embraced me with 


all 


Pe 4 wh 
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ho * 
57 c 
FT > F; 


cle. is ee tene 


Ae fd they, ich drein in their 


eee, wee eee of dying; bur 
we ſhuddered at the idem of cutting ach 
other's\ throats, having been intimate 


: „ * 


friends from our childhood ? 017 
Westock a cach, and I carried „e 


to my hermitage, where weſupped"toge- 


ther, and ſpent the evening moſt cordi- 


ally, I, charmed with-having faved the 

lives, and they enchanted becauſe” they 
had not broken the bands öf the moſt 
cordial ' friendſhip: I gave them a „Httle 
advice, which they received with effuſion 
fr ages! FF » Te 510115 119111 16 42 4 : 

This accident; I confels, has much af- 
fected me. France would have” lot in 
theſe two young officers, a couple of he- 
roes who will, one day, adorn and che. 


riſh her; with their courage and their 


talents. They invited me,; yeſterday, to- 


dine wirh three of their friends, who gave 


me a thouſand thanks. Alas! my friend, 


if J had come to Paris only for the pur- 
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Poſe of performing this good action, my 


journey had not been uſeleſs. The pre- 


ſcience of the eternal, according to our 
prophet, would have expreſsly conducted 


me to the deſtined ſpot; and when we 


reflect that a man is come, even from In- 

dia, to ſave the lives of two Frenchmen, 
we cannot help admiring that Providence 
whoſe impenetrable deſigns produce the 
moſt ſingular events! „ 
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«#7271. Os be follow ed by 4 2 FP huge 
Weste to receive from their hands a 
prayer book, taken from à velvet bag, 
fringed ah gold; to have a privileged 
chapel ; to ruſh through the crowd, pre- 
ceded by liver y fer vants; to arrive in the 
midſt of a eongregation which has been 
diſturbed in order to give place; to hear 
A faſhionable diſcour E pronounced by a 
faſhionable prieſt; is. to have the devo- 
tion of à woman of quality. To ſtand 
*humibly and unobſerved at the church 
door, in à neat and ſimple dreſs, is to 
have the Fer of a rere er 


Ro *, 
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Now tell me freely and candidly to 
| which of theſe two devotions thou wouldſt 
give the preference? It ſeems the latter 
io not without its merit, but of what im- 
portance is tlie virchwof a'plebeian'?7 ©! 

Preachers, in 't his city, endeavour i a8 
much as poſſible to allure ducheſſes to 


their ſermons; for their diſcourfes are 


almoſt all adapted to the frivoloufneſs ot 
the preſent faſhions,'' They are compoſed 
of far fetched phraſes, à looſe and ram- 


Ss iu 


bling tile, and a ſort of poetry reduced 
7% proſe. In hefe amphibolous ſermons. , 
every ſubject is handled? Politics, mat- 
| ters relating to the treaſury, Faſhions, the 


publications of the day, all come inte 


play ine their turns, and are all fet off by 


theatrical declamation, and ſtudied geſ- 
ure. -Butwhar tam moſt ſurpriſed at is, 
that although theſe derviſes preach 
cChriſtians, they are continually offering 
freſh arguments to prove the truth of. 
many ages. This really looks as if they 
were not ſure of their ground. I, for 

$124 | SH my 


y, Which has ſublited during ſo 


Fg 


4 


4 907 0 


my on part, have gathered nothing 
from their diſcourſes but in vectives againſt 
them; and, objections/-which they believe 
they have conquered;:; but which; only 
ſerve to plant doubts n fears in the 

| minds of their hearers. B Dum 
I uns making theſe N wine 
ſenſible man informed me that the late 
king of Sardi nia thought in the ſame mats 
ner. Happening to hear a preacher, who 
came from Paris, endeavouring to defend 
religion, he ſaid to him, Ham aſtonih. 
ed that, yo ſhould take ſuch pains to 
ptoye theſe truths to: perſons ho already 
believe them eſpecially after they have 
been, preached for ſuch a number of years, 
I command you never again to; diſcuſs 
| ſuch queſtions ;/ for your ſermons alone 
are enough to ereate infidels, although; 
ati preſent, I have not: a n ene, 
tn my-/ kingdom.“ O 54. 
Sermons are here ſold at all prices)! like 
any other ſort of merchandize: and it 
1 oy ban that two di vines who had 
; 720 9775 35 


NR 
N 
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dealt with one author, preached the ſame 
ſermon in the ſame church j one at ten 
d' clock in the morning, and the other at 
ſix in the evening. It was concluded, 
reaſonably enough, by the congregation 
that neither Had compoſed his own dif. 
courſe. The preachers in high wrath, 
repaired to the houſe of the vender, in 
order” to load him with reproaches ; but 
he ſilenced them at once by faying, If 
you had paid me four Louis d'ors for 
your ſermon; you would have been ſure of 
having a new and an elegant ae; 
but ſo long as you continue to give m 
but twelve livres, you v ill receive nothing 
but What is hacknied n ing?” — 
— nde 
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155 0 my friend, 
art chou doing at this moment * 
emhbrated thy tender infants =. — 
are In 4 | 7 | 
mily is retired to Telt, and. 1 f 
waking ! | mere 8 
FEET . 55 
Ihe night is infinitely more ſulted to 
i than the day; becauſe we can 
muſe upon the abſent, undiſturbed 


noiſe : uninterrupted by the fight of bg 
jects chat fnatch us s from ourſelves! ©” 
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5411 L proteſt to thee 3 to me, 
is clearer than light; for in the boſom 
of darkneſs I can perceive thy image, 
and it is then and only then tliat my love, 
my tender love embraces n * 

band! 11 
Ves, foul. of mx ſoul, I often riſe at 
ſi Lhidafghs;; to think of thy virtues. ' May 
they always ſurround thee un 
canſt not have a better guard. 2 
— — — — 243 
When I writeito thee I act as 
ſceretary ta all thy wives. They: Hack 
around me 20 follow with a gready ce, 
the traitg of my pen, yhich are the movye- 
ments of my heart! 1 am aſtoniſhed 

myſelf at the violence With which my 
heart bounds at every thought I tran- 
ſeribe j but is jt not the place rence my 

Fr takes every ſentencse ? 

Never could I have helleved. that it was 

'poſbble to love to ſucl an exceſs. 15 am 
cnvinced that it would nat; be believed 
in the country where thou ne reſideſt. 
+ wn Faris love is ſaid merely to glance 
upon 


(898 


upon 1 and ne to paſs re like 
n eee ot 3.46 
I am afraid to Kants our Ss . 


3 diet as I wiſli to dlie full of 


rſignation to . and attachment to 
. | Dad 
Do not forget to bring me the novelties- 
5 Mat formerly requeſted: If thou ſhouldſt 

ay much longer, they will be out of 


n 
be true. They tell ma Of 


- exery three months in ſuch a manner as | 


not eaſily to be known again, A ſtranger 
_ who had lived in it four years, xeturned 
ufter an abſence oi five more, and re- 


| —— manners, the mann 
or the ſtrects. Every thing had b 
1 eile. * 2 t lia; 7 
et rh nene hand, that r at 


l 1 e 75 41. th i: EAT. 
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zefare; I receive n 


cogniſed wider unterbieten. 
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_ eile 1% eln e Tf 565 50 
ene achy dkired wich — The 
other day, chance threw me into a houſe! 
where the beau monde arrived almoſt in- 
teſſantly; and, by good fortune, I ſeated 
myſelf cloſe by a ma w „ was iner di- 
nately fond of talking, and who appeared 
to be converſant with a een 
anecdotes reſpecting his countrymen. + 8 
May I be permitted to aſæ you, gad 1 
to anni be e the! quality? ba that, 5 
dy who uch haughtinefs in her 
Aepbr tent!“ Oy A 
She is 4 woman; hie Teplicd;' who! 
fifteen years ago, would not 12 2 been 
received into xompany, on account of her 
„ mean 


4 


6 
mean origin; but having lately married a 
| lord, ſhe has aſſumed all the * impor- 
tance of pride and opulence. By this 
kind of behaviour ſhe thinks the ſhall 
eraſe the remembrance of her former low- 
lineſs; inſtead of which, ſhe only increaſes 
the number of her enemies, who o — 
| fail to remind her of her pedigree.” | 
And that huge fat man; that blows and. 

{tretches himſalf:in yun elbow chair? 
%, He is a man who will die obiindiges: 
tion | foritiis>notmeceſlary to talk of the 
life of ſuch h being, who lives (only 0 
eat. LA STOTTOS 15007 1; brig; yrs 
I as firuckiwith-the groteſque figure: 
of this perſon, ho ſeemed) to be the 
the picture of dullneſs and ſtupidityʒ and 
I had a deſire to k nOπ/Q his rank, particu⸗ 
larly, as he ſpoke ee eee 


which you ——— known; had: 
you mot been a ſtrange Ow H HH 
& little lean man mae arrived, hn 
talked of n. but him ; 


If OS r 


* 


hen „e ald . by Way ig 
dicule. I was informed that he had la 


been in Italy whence. he. imported his 
teazing impertinence ; that he; Way an aus 
_ thor who, had Mritten three: bad poems 

in his lifetime ; and tha - theſe war ks bad 
made bim fo: arrogant that he. would, not 
ſubmit to be; coptradicted. He. alkec 
aveſtions of every body, but never wait- 
ed for à reply. I had obſerved. this firange 
ſpxt of conduct, and therefore when: he 
interragated me, I made bim no anſwers 
He bent his brows, hit his. Jips, and aps 


OVER wn a ; e 24 k 


hom I took for — unter 

He appears at court Jometi les, f 
my intelligencer, hut bach ln £ fo 

2nd exiſtence depend upqn gaming. Tos | 

day he is ſuperbly h bited, | 
| perhaps, he will be without; 2;c0at...Wad- 

ing chrough every viciſſitude of. fate, and 
alfernately experienring happineſs; and 
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1 miſery; 
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times ke aſpires to greatneſs, 
1-links. to the very verge of luci py : 
And that agreeable lady, es 
are ſo charmingiy provoking? 
5 th She is 2 Five letter: dreſſed to 
| e and you max 5 ape 
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thats commences at 
5 on and Contigues till dinner- 
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ported 4 rational converſation! reſpecting 
10 good manners and noble ſentiments. PDO 
not deceive” yourſelf, ſaid one of my 
friends, to whom I expreſſed my admi- 


3 


ration, as he acciden ally paſſed by, — no- 
body talks md eee of honour | 
than impoſtors, of vittge 1 lar e 


of twenty be and * the 
ptrſes'0f-# dozen friends, by ſuying that 
he never borrowed" It is aſtoniſhing how 
'craft anqſuttilty nd nbans bf proc 
money. —A few years ago; a man ſent a 
oerti fcate of his marriage to ſome money- 
lenders wfiom he intended to dupe; and 
another of his burial to ſeveral/creditors 
whom he Wiſhed to clude: The two cer- 
tificates, dated on t the ſame 75 fell into 
the hands of the fame perſon, and ybu 
may gueſs what OE 2 55 confuſion 
they produce: „ er69y fi9Sob 
5: eee wee age f- Hm agi 
nation of our countrymen, an Indian 
co 10 never have formed fuch a gdeſign. 
Bobs ; AT T E R 
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51 ENTER the houſe of «filed while 
every: body is talking of an event. that. 
engages public. attention ; I paſs o, tt˖t 
another; and ſind łhe fame eſſerveſcence 
upon the ſame ſubject. / I repair to the 
Palais: Raya, where a uniĩverſal murmut 
informs me that all the world is acquant- 
edwith the news: I make various viſitss 
every place reſounds witch the fame in- 
telligence, and it ĩs impoſſible to drop a 
word upon any other topic Alas! the 
very next day this adventure f is grown' A 
dozen years old It is ſpoken of no 
ore, ts entirely forgotten Land the 
moſt inſipid trifles ſucceed to an event hat 
ſeemed to 7” immortal. Such i is Paris! 155 


6 ? | 
ks * 
* 
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An unknovn lady appears in the public 
promenades. She has the figure of a nymph, 
the face of a godddefs, and the ſmile of 
an angel. She is ſurrounded, admired, and 
followed. Thoſe en her, felici- 
tate themſelves on the occaſion; and are 
anxious to ſee her again,—yet wonderful 
to tell! a few days afterwards, they hardly 
deign to fix their eyes on che enchantreſs. 

Aueh, are che: Pariſian as „ 
When wil! hat charming hock be 


publiſhed? Where Will it be ſold? An 
age has paſſed nce it was firſt announc- 
ed! — The book. at laſappears—It.is- 
nurolaſed with- eagerneſs, a fe pages at 
it are partially read, and, then, wotender 


do give place to ume inſignificant, pay 
let, it drops into Oblivion! 


ai ee of, this country! * 4439 15 t 


With. treſpeck to myſelf, lam much 
enduled "by t this, caprize 3 .forLlovg a. peo 


e dat they cheraſelves un 
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I pates, with 4 infile” ter wh who Flier 
-- | viſhe@ the title of great nan u on. Mi au- 0 
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YL chord hät Have excelled in proſe or 
- fg Nein fda ED 452 v7 * anther 
: told him fa | 
Indian, perhaps no neee a ales” 
|| inhis/oyes;—but that, agreeably” to the 
I inſtinct that I had received from . 
eater; I dared to ſuſtain” that he Wh | 
good verſes" was not à great Bee | 
E buten 4 great poet; that an adyo- 
e ho compoſed füblime diſcou 
* vas nothing but a * oratorʒ that s 


N * * 41 4 4 2 ; 0 
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muſician (Gluck himſelf ) was only a great 
muſician; and that even the conqueror, 
who overſtepped the boundaries of juſtice 
and moderation, polled hothing- that 
characteriſed greatneſs. 12 
The great e e ail L 
is he who faves his country, or enlightens 
it—not by works: v1 es but oy e 
able R ee 

Many that heard us, were of wy ſi 
nion, lamenting that” inferior writers 
were in the habit of (diſtributing titles at 
random, without knowing whether or to 
they would be allowed by poſterity. A 
great magiſtrate, aà great miniſter, a great 
general, a great king Atheſe are the great 
men to hom the earth Bucht ro" oſler 
incenſe... + 1 . 1 — 1 31 * | 
5s benexolence i is alied to greatneſs of 
ſoul, it it cannot be doubted that a man 
with a diſpoſition: to relieve che unfortu- 
nate, whether he build hoſpitals-or deli- 
8 vet Wen, from en. is 4 great 


| Hrery individual in the world. — to 
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pay tribute to his country ; ; FER by their 
talents, others by their virtues. When 
wit gives its contribution, without doubt, 
it merits praiſe, but not. ſufflciently ſo to 
gain the diſtinguiſhed title in queſſion. 
It ſhould be ſaid of Corneille be as a 
man; of Henry IV. he tas à great man. 
There are ſhades between men of emi- 
nence, as between flowers; the epithet 
Superh that is given to the roſe, is n be · 
ſtowed upon the violet. e | 
Thou ſindeſt, my: friend, chat T 'haye 
Seer the temerity to ſuſtain argu- 
ments even in a city like Paris. But. I 
firaly believe it has often been ſaid by my 
opponents How, the devil, ſhould, 
an Indian underſtand theſe matters. * — 
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voung man accoſt | me, and begged my 
ten hat going to . 
Copious ſircams 'of tears ſerved. as 

face to his narrat ive, and, 1 fuffered th =o 
to flow; on, being yet 3 ig the 
motive that.enforeed hem. He, told me 
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ſuade him to favour. the union privately, 


Aluring him at che ſame time, that J will 
Jundertz! to conduct ou to India, where, 
zin gcountry: ſo far removed from Paris 
vou will he a ꝑrgcure a military em- 
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.ppknown if all you have told me be truth. 
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unexpected event 


knows; much leſs by his ſigure, than by 
dis mind and virtues; and my family 
were enchanted to ſee me happy. A dread . 
ful tnisfortune, with which vyou are al- 
ready acquainted, in then mein: while 
came, and overthre all my fond deſigns, 
Here, I will confeſs to you, I ſink un- 
der my miſeries: Aa tiere emen ſitua- 
tion ſo wretched as —— the 
fault of my future huſbandd ifa crueb and 
as, eee eee 
Er een 
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2 noiſy and diſdainful ſociety. to which 
my evil ſtars had introduced me, I went 
yeſterday to ſpend the day with one of 
thoſe city parties which are always ren- 
dered extremely agreeable by a natural 
freedom and unreſervedneſs. DAs 
Me embarked upon the Seine to the 
_ ſound ef muſical inſtruments, and pro- 
ceeded up the river till we came to a de- 
lightful villa, whoſe principal attractions 
were neatneſs, ſimplicity and commodi- 
ouſneſs. Through gardens which ſeemed 
to poſſeſs all the natural beauties of fields, 
we walked to the dwelling-houſe. The - 
|  Holls, 
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hoſts, who were full of candour, and 
worthy the honour of having drawn their 
firſt breath i in the good city of Paris, as 
It 18 called by the kings of France, receiv- 
ed me moſt graciouſly, That we may 
render every thing. agreeable to you, ſaid 
they, we will ſpend the day as It is ſpent 
in India. Shall We ſit down to dinner 
upon chairs or carpets ? ? We are ready to 
comply with your directions.“ Juſt at 
this moment arrived a company of lovely 
1 women, and g galety inftantly pervaded the 
whole, houſe: © Every individual aſſumed 
Hol chearful countenance, and whille dinner 
was preparing, ſome danced | on the graſs, 
others rambled through the groves and 
gardens; z T third party. tried their. (kill in 
angling, ang it really ſeemed as "if the 
moſt beautiful fiſhes in the. river ſuffered 
"themſelves to be. caught, for the purpoſe 
of heightening our diverſion. The gen- 
tlemen gathered noſegays for the ladies, 
from parterres coveted with a profuſion 
of flowers; and, in order to join the 
imple with the agreeable, they reſorted 


to 
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to a nelplibopring. meadow that was filled. 
with blooming and adoriferous herbs. 
Each crowned his miſtreſs with a garland: 
compoſed of cheſe ſweet ſcented materi- 
als, and we dined, enveloped with per- 
fumes, under ſpreading 11 1 977 adorned 
with flowers. C 
The alcoran ſcemed to be written on 
every bottle to warn me from drinking; 
but I was left to my own diferetion i in this 
reſpect, nor did any one attempt to make 
me the fubjea- of pleaſantry. We ſpoke 
by turns, and laughed altogether ; and 
the moſt agreeable catches, glees, and fim- 
ple airs, gave, a zeſt to the banquet. The 
wines circulated - in abundance! till we 
were ſupplied, with coffee by che daughter | 
of our hoſt, who, appeared leſs a mortal 
than : a beiti fairy « Or goddeſs. And 
now each began to tell his tale, which, as 
all tales ought to be, Was, extremely * | 
1 was deſired i in my turn to give a deſcrip- 
tion of Our Indian re. While I was 
ſpeaking, Tobferved that the lady of the 
SPREE, by the moſt fignificant looks, im- 
poſed 


325 , 
poſed a general ſilence for in France it, 
is hardly poſſible for a a man to ſpon with-, 
out being interrupted. . 1 

At length we romped ind Si with g 

all the frankneſs and innocence of chil. 
dren- There are little French games 
which I with to introduce among our 

- women, | becauſe. they always arive away 
melancholy... We ran backwards and for- 
Wards, deſcribing a thouſand. romantic, 
figures; and this continual movement 
kept us all at bay, and excited the moſt 

lively merriment. Fate t | ; 
n pleaſures of the chace now changed a 
the ſcene, A kind of fmall decr, known. 
_by-the; name of rabbits, ſprang in abun- 
dance from a little buſhy wood, and the 
company Were emulous of. ſhewing their 
ffeill and addrefs 1 in killing them. From | 
the branches. over our heads, — for we had 
gained permiſſion. to hunt in one of the 
king's pleaſure grounds—we culled deli- 7 
cious grapes and fruits of every | kind, We 
ſtretched ourſelves upon the graſſy turf 

| ts began to Uiltribute its ſhades, 

when 


— 


( 


when we retired to the manſion. Here 
we found card - tables pr repared for thoſe 
that were fond of play, and Kats for | 
ſuch as preferred. converſation. TREE 
Ihe hour of ſupper. Was announced by 
a band of muſic, when We withdrew, to 
a delightful ſaloon, where we partook of 
a light and exquiſite collation... I would 
have defied all the ſocieties | in the world 
to have. been better entertained. It is 
true, We had neither lords nor witlings 
among us. —We drank. healths, 2 cuſtom 
indeed that has lately been exploded, and 
as. ſoon as.we had quitted table, w we formed 
Fe into a eircle for the purpoſe 8 
relating hiſtories of fairies and appariti- | 
ons. This is a Gothic amuſement, ſaid 
the maſter of the houſe, but we are 
pleaſed with it, and I have remarked that 
people were much more, animated than at 
preſent, when they belieyed i in ghoſts a and 
fairies. For my own part, I have fre- | 
_ quently: imagined that I ſaw a ſpectre en- 
tering the room to bring me news from 
the other world, or ſomebenevolgnt fry, 
that 


E 5 9 

that was going to conduct me to an en- i 
chanted palace. Since thoſe times of 
good fellowſhip, our pleaſures have been 
trifling and monotonous. Nothing will 
pleaſe in our days but wit, and our wit 
is too ſparkling to be amuſive. Formerly 


our müdnight aflemblies were exceſſively * 
intereſting, becauſe they produced tales : 
of wonder and delight, and kept the at- 5 


tention of the company awake. Now, b 
the preference is given to a tireſome liſt- 
leſſneſs. Without a book in our. hands, 
we are afraid even to ſpeak. If there be 
not a ſet of academical phraſes at ur 

tongue's end, we are deemed unworthy ij 

12 holding a converſation. ? 4 

We returned to Paris in a boat amin 

- ed by flambeaux, while our oars beat 
time to' violins. Our hoſts made me pro- 
miſe to return at ſome future day. We 
have neither titles, ſaid they, nor im- 
menſe wealth, but we have the preſump- 
tion to believe that we can entertain you 
better than many of the nobility, whoſe 
pride and ambition are obſtacles to every 
amuſe ment. 
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amuſement. Here we love one another 
cordially, we admire ſincerity and blain⸗ 
dealing, we eſteem i inflocence, Land it 
Juſtice be ſtill upon the earth, we hope 
ſhe is not ranged from our habita- 
tions.” | 

In Paris, my dear friend, as in 1 all other 
places, a man that would learn the man- 
ners of the country ſhould ſee every dif- 
ferent claſs of people. He who frequents 
only the houſes of nablemen will, find 
nothing that is natural, while he Who vi- 
ſits the inferior orders will view, nature 
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MY eb burned wits a Aedve to 
oblige you; after the hints vou gave me, 
the day before yeſterday, reſpecting the 
character of your father, and the diſpofi- 
tion of your family. I waited upon him 


in the true Indian faſhion; he received 
me with dignity, and I fpoke the lan- 
guage of truth herfelf. I repreſented to 


him the danger of his wrath and obſti- 


nacy, and the advantages of a reconcilia- 


tion. He liſtened to me with much at- 


tention, and at length conſented that 
you ſhould be indiſſolubly united with 
the object of your defires, and that, after 
receiving your portion, you ſhould fet 


fail with me immediately for India. 
7 I hall 
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ed ſhall ſay nothing of the obſtstles | 
had to ſurmount before this deſirable 
point could be effected. My difficulties 
are of no ſort of conſequence ſince the 
victory | is Ours, M1 

Your father will call at my little hermi- 
tage at eight o'clock this evening; 'whi- 
ther you are deſired to repair with your 
future huſband. In the mean _ 1 wil 
fee and congratulate you both! 3501 
_ Return thanks to Meg d Q: with 
| Heaven alone vou ne; owe your! pre- 
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THE preſent letter i 18 addreſſed 40 
you, all; and ye will all receive it as a 
teſtimony of my love. The time. ap- 
proaches when I ſhall have, the. inexpreſi- 
ble pleaſure of rejoining you, and this 
reunion will be the perfume of my life, 


* 


C 6K } 
the enchantment of my ſoul, and the 
triumph of my heart. oy 
Je may judge, by my expreſſions of 
gladneſs, whether or no I have forgotten 
the partners of my bed. Paris is in my 
memory, but ye are all mingled with my 
exiſtence! I ſhall not return to you un- 
der the form of a philoſopher, nor under 
the ſigure of a coxcomb, for I have ſeen 
ſuch perſonages only to abhor them. But 
J. hall preſent myſelf before you. with all 
the fimplicity of a man frank and loyal, 
who tells you, in the ſincerity of his 
heart, that he loves you, and whoſe only. 
ambition is to render you happy. 
Prepare your ears to hear a recital of 
-erifien fimplicities, and agreeable things; 
for the good city of Paris unites all ex- 
travagancies. 7 | 1 
Embrace my dear children, and implore, . 
* without ceaſing, the favours of heaven it 
is there that the great ſovereign reſides, ho 
governs Europe, the Indies, and very 
denen in che world. Adieu. 
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« PERHAPS, 78 a ar, witkr 
whom I lately converſed, our civil laws. 
are the beſt in the world. The ordinance 
of 1664, made by Louis XIV. is a maſter- 
piece of legiſlation. which no man has, 
ever charged with. a ſingle fault. But a 
to our criminal laws, they are inſupport- 
able ;—they were. made at a time when 
men, who had not yet emerged from 
barbariſm, committed the grofleſt enor- 
mities,—when thoſe who had their ſhare 
of virtue, too auſtere in their manners, 
imagined that they could not proceed 
Loainſ criminals with too much fury. and 
relentment. As the preſent generation 

- however 
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however is more ſoftened and poliſhed, a 
reform of the criminal code is indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary. In ſhort, we ought to 
| borrow the criminal laws of the Engliſh, 
and, in return, give them our civil pre- 
ſcripts, of which they ſtand in the utmoſt 


need, this branch of their juſtice being 


wretchedly adminiſtered.” 

He added that the French had too 
many laws and ordinances ; 4 that the 
Engliſh, claimed the ſuperiority in this 
reſpec, for, which reaſon | tranſgreſſious 
Were much Hſu frequent in 1 England t than 
in France. „ 
= We agr reed: 1 we panned, char it 
would, be in vain. to reform or correct 
ſtatute books; . that the World Would 
never, be perfect; and that, we ought to 


be contented with it as it is, DX we 
cannot: make another chat will pleaſe vs 
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FT? AM juſt returned from Lehaen 
1 I have paſſed fifteen days. This 
city ſeems to be the antipodes of Paris, 


notwithſtanding the eagerneſs of the Pa- 
riſians and Londoners to ſteal each other * 
Faſhions. I have obſerved the fogs of 

the Thames on the faces of the Englth, 
and the colours of the rainbow amidft 


the fogs of the Seine. Such i is the differ- 


ence between the two nations. Here peo- 
ple ſpeak only by monoſyllables ;—while 


they are at table they make a confuſed 


' Noife that no mortal can underſtand, and 
the louder they hollow, the greater is 


their diverſion. The ſtreets are ſuperb, 
"RE 


4 


the houſes ordinary. We meet with 
neither palaces nor hotels, but we are as 
much at 1 775 as at Paris we are ne- 
W i ee . „ 

The 3 of „ are al- 
"ways ready to excite commotions. The 
greateſt noblemen in ſpite of that Engliſh 
liberty which is extolled with ſo much 
emphaſis, frequently / ſell: themſelves: to 
the court for money. Some of their laws 
are worthy of the, golden age, others call 
Joudly for reformation. The liberty of 
citizens is held ſacred, and, were it other- 
wiſe, the people would take juſtice into 
their own hands; they are the ſovereigns 
of London, and i is only by copying 
them that the Pariſians ſometimes aban- 
don themſelves to the moſt dangerous 
exceſſes. 1 > 

This city contains. more. inn 
than Paris; but, as it is a ſtranger to 
French hilarity, it appears leſs animated. 
Its promenades are without embelliſh- 


ment, for which reaſon a Londoner never 


walks w he i 1s attacked by a Sauer. 
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Women are as ſubmiſſive here as they 
are arrogant at Paris. Their huſfiands 
keep them in a kind of continual ſlavery; 
the ſuperintendence of their houſes con- 
ſtitutes the whole of their amuſement. It 
is aſtoniſhing! how a hundred leagues of 
diſtance changes the manners: Paris and 

London almoſt touch each other, and yet 
they are abſolutely two different worlds! 

I have not been- followed as at Paris. 
The Londoners are far from being curi- 
0us,—the diſdain they affect for every 
thing that is not Engliſh. renders them 
inattentive to ſtrangers. They apply 
themſelves almoſt inceſſantly to the arts 
and ſciences; they learn the French lan- 
guage for the purpoſe of not ſpeaking it, 
and travel into France with a previous 
determination never to love a Frenchman. 
Levity is not their characteriſtic, and yet 

no nation in the world is fonder of change. 
England was formerly generous; but 
ſhe has lately become faſhionable, and is 
now _— liberal nen enden 4078 
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WHILE I was in London, an Eng- 


liſh lady told me that one of her uncles 


had lately gained an immenſe fortune 


in India. A venerable old man having 


told him that a g* cat treaſure was hid- 


den, according to an ancient tradition, 


in a certain place, he repaired thither in 
great haſte, and after having rummaged 
for three days and three nights, found 
an iron coffer charged with the W 
inſcription in Arabic: 

Whoever thou art that haſt W 
this accumulated riches, take it Alt be- 
longs to thee on theſe ſpecial conditions, 
—Thou ſhalt give a portion of it to the 
ſun, and another to the moon.“ 
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The coffer was filled with gold, and 
jewels of ineſtimable value. The inſcrip- 
tion embarraſſed the poor uncle, who had 
a timorous foul. He conſulted ſeveral 
Indians who informed him that, by the 
ſun he ought to underſtand men who were 
luminous by means of their learning, but 
who unfortunately remained in indigence; | 
and by the moon, thoſe ſecondary men 
of ſcience that ſhone wm WN a bor- 
rowed light. OHe ! 
Rather than go to the moon in Wintech 
of an explication, he adopted this; and 
divided a third part of the treaſure among 


the perſons that had been deſtined to re- 


ceive it, by the oracles of the country. 
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I SHOULD have quitted Party,” it 
laſt, without taſting of real voluptuouſ- 
neſs, had I not been prevented i in my de- 
ſign by a combination of favourable cir- 
cumſtances. It was a woman that de- 
tained me; and Iwill confeſs to you that | 
ſhe was 1rrefiſtible. After having de- „ 
ſcribed the place whither ſhe was going, | 
ſhe took me by the hand, and compelled- 
me to follow her. We entered a little 
alley, and aſcended a ſtair-caſe that con- 
ducted us to a chamber that was expoſed 
on all ſides to the wind and rain. It was 
there that I perceived the ſhade of a man 
—for diſeaſe and indigence had reduced 


:Q 2 | him 


( 3³ 


him to a ſpectre—lying upon ar by the 
fide of his daughter, who was giving him 
a ſpoonful of wine that ſhe had bought 
at the rilk of being herſelf deſtroy ed with 
hunger. He fixed upon me his _yiog 
eyes, which extremely affected me.——I 
ſhould have wept had J not held in my 
hand ſomething which I knew "Wont 
conſole theſe two miſerable objects. 200 
The daughter, after having explained 
5 the cauſe of her miſery,—after having 
told me that her mother, who was fe- 
venty years old, had, with much pain and 
difficulty, crawled down ſtairs in order to 
entreat the baker to lend her a loaf, was 
ſuddenly deprived both of ſpeech and 
motion on ſeeing me throw down twelve 
pieces of gold on the ftraw bed. Pre- 
ſently, 4 recalling her ſenſes, ſhe 
cried, My dear parent, do you lee the 
angel that God hath ſent from heaven to 
preſerve you from death? : 
The mother now entered, who an— 
nounced that ſhe had been unſucceſsful ; 
obſerving that ſince Providence had re- 
fuſed them nouriſhment, they ought to 
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die without murmuring— e Alas, faid „ 


to myſelf, are rags a proper covering for | 


ſuch ſentiments ??. 


Juſt at this moment ſhe nd her eyes ; 


upon me, and. the tears that were occaſi- 
oned by ſurpriſe and hope called forth 
mine, eſpecially. when the mother and 


daughter talked of the ſuccours I had 


brought them. | 
FF; 1 ſir, ſaid the miſerable woman, 


FR ig you. are ſo charitable, leave us, 1 
beſeech you, two crown pieces, for we 


are terrified at the ſight of ſo much gold. 
Should the commiſſary viſit us he will 
think we have ſtolen it. — Alas, kindeſt 


of ſtrangers, ſhe continued, you were, 


without doubt, born at a great diſtance 
from this city: our unfeeling neighbours 
never beſtow their money upon the unfor- 
tunate.““ 


I removed thats fears by declaring that 
the ſuml hadgiven them was lawfully 1555 


own, and that they ought to uſe it as 


bleſſing from heaven. After promiſing 10 
return within a few days, I made my eſcape. 
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TO go, or not to go: all I quit 
Paris in the moment of ſuch an intereſt- 
ing epocha? Inquiries and extracts are 
every where made, and every individual 
ſtudies and ſcrutinizes antiquity, in or- 
der to find laws and examples, that may 
ſerve as patterns of imitation to the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, — that auguſt and mag- 
nificent ſenate whoſe terreſtrial ſtars, if I 
may be allowed the expreſſion, eclipſe the 
ſtars of the firmament with their ſuperfor 
luſtre ! OY 
Be not ſurpriſed, my dear friend, if [ 
ſhould ſuſpend my return till the conclu- 
ſion of this memorable event. . 
Py The 
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The oftener you read my letter the 
more you will be convinced that Paris 1s 
a city where the lighteſt manners are op- 
poſed to the nobleſt ideas ; where trifles 
acquire the ſtrongeſt conſiſtency; where 
the fool becomes a wit, the frivolous 
writer a man of conſequence ; where for- 
tunes are gained and loſt as ſuddenly as 
Teputations; where the coxcomb, de- 
lighted with his own perſon, is eternally 
3 your eyes; where books that are 
brought forth in the morning are buried 
and forgotten before the ſetting ſun. 

Remember that in ſketching the man- 
ners of Paris, I have painted ag: o F 
France 1 in 11 AAdieu.— 1 
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